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Members  of  the  City  Councils  ■ 

It  is  proper  that,  as  we  stand  at  the  end  of  one  administra- 
tion and  the  beginning  of  another,  we  should  briefly  review  the 
events  of  the  year,  and  see  what  is  the  record  of  municipal  work 
accomplished. 

The  first  consideration  that  confronted  the  city  councils  dur- 
ing the  past  year  was  the  matter  of  taxation.  Believing  that  it 
is  of  importance  to  have  taxes  placed  at  the  lowest  point  consis- 
tent with  economical  and  satisfactory  expenditures,  they  made 
their  appropriations  with  great  care  and  with  a  view  to  the 
principles  of  true  economy,  and  the  tax  rate  was  reduced  from 
$1.91  for  the  preceding  year  to  $1.80 — the  lowest  rate  of  tax- 
ation that  has  been  reached  in  this  city  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  old  bridge  between  this  city  and  Berwick  proving  to  be 
in  a  very  bad  and  unsafe  condition,  a  new  steel  bridge  has  been 
put  in  during  the  year  at  an  expense  of  $7,078.50,  including  the 
cost  of  necessar}'  changes  in  the  abutment  and  pier.  This 
bridge  is  built  in  the  most  substantial  manner  possible,  with 
a  base  of  concrete  upon  a  steel  floor,  with  a  covering  of  Trinidad 
asphalt.  At  the  time  the  bridge  was  contracted  for,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  iron  and  steel  industry  was  such  that  the  city  was 
able  to  obtain  the  very  best  work  at  the  lowest  price  consistent 
with  a  small  profit  to  the  manufacturer.  All  the  repairs  that 
will  be  needed  by  this  bridge  for  years  consist  in  keeping  the 
metal  work  painted.  Thus  the  element  of  absolute  safety  is 
added  to  the  bridge,  and  the  possibility  of  serious  lawsuits 
against  J;he  city  for  damages  for  injuries  received,  by  reason  of 
the  unsafe  condition  of  the  bridge,  is  averted  for  many  decades 
to  come. 
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The  rate  of  interest  on  the  city  debt,  with  the  exception  of 
the  five  school  notes  of  $2,000  each,  has  been  reduced  by  the 
city  councils  from  5  per  cent,  to  4  per  cent.,  thus  effecting  a 
substantial  annual  saving  to  the  city.  The  matter  of  bonding 
the  debt  was  taken  under  consideration,  but  it  was  thouglit  that, 
with  the  prospect  of  an  increase  of  the  debt  to  be  caused  by  the 
establishment  of  a  municipal  water-works  system,  it  would  be 
wiser  to  let- the  matter  of  refunding  be  postponed  and  then  make 
substantially  one  bonded  loan  of  the  entire  city  debt. 

I  regret  not  being  able  to  report  a  greater  advance  in  methods 
of  highway  work  and  repairs  during  the  year.  Considerable 
work  had  to  be  done  on  the  stone-crushing  apparatus,  however, 
and  before  it  was  in  proper  condition  for  service  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  summer  had  passed  away.  It  is  now  in  first-class 
condition  for  use.  A  road  machine  has  been  purchased  during 
the  year,  which  will  be  of  great  value  in  repairing  the  roads  in 
the  outlying  districts,  as  a  vast  deal  of  good  work  can  be  done 
with  one  of  these  machines  in  a  day.  The  extension  of  Myrtle 
street,  laid  out  by  the  county  commissioners,  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  work  of  construction  has  been  done  economi- 
cally and  well.  Some  new  sewers  have  been  laid  in  the  brick- 
yard district  to  carry  off  some  of  the  water  which  had  persisted 
in  lodging  there.  The  city  has  also  purchased  three  snow-plows 
of  an  improved  pattern  and  they  have  done  excellent  work.  A 
new  sidewalk  has  been  laid  on  Main  street  from  Fore  to  Wash- 
ington, and  repairs  made  to  various  other  sidewalks. 

The  police  work  of  an  administration  constitutes  something 
of  a  test  of  its  efficiency.  It  is  this  department  which  is  most 
open  to  public  criticism,  as  a  rule.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
work  of  the  police  force  of  this  city  for  the  past  year,  while  by 
no  means  perfect,  has  shown  a  distinct  and  most  gratifying  ad- 
vance over  methods  of  former  years.  The  city  has  been  freer 
from  crimes  and  misdemeanors  than  for  many  years.  Many 
dives  and  disreputable  resorts  have  been  closed  by  the  police, 
and  there  is  not  a  single  house  of  ill-repute  in  existence  in  this 
city.  Moreover,  Sunday  has  been  made  a  day  of  quiet  and  or- 
der throughout  every  part  of  the  community. 

Our  schools  have  been  doing  good  work  during  the  year,  and 
important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  sanitary  arrangements 


of  the  Orange-street  schools.  Of  course  no  school  work  can, 
under  human  conditions  and  limitations,  reach  perfection,  and 
there  is  always  room  for  improvement ;  yet  our  school  affairs 
are  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  level-headed,  judicious,  conser- 
vative citizens,  who  are  devoting  much  thought  and  attention 
to  the  subject.  The  various  reports  of  chairman,  secretary,  and 
sub-committees  of  the  board  are  very  complete  and  full  of  in- 
terest. They  will  appear  in  the  forthcoming  city  report,  and 
should  be  read  by  all  our  people. 

The  matter  of  the  reorganization  of  our  fire  department  has 
been  considered  during  the  year  at  some  length,  but  owing  to 
the  insufficiency  of  our  present  hydrant  service,  no  final  action 
was  taken.  Some  new  hose  has  been  purchased  during  the 
year,  and  quite  extensive  repairs  have  been  made  to  several  of 
the  buildings.  The  fire  department  has  done  its  duty  manfully 
and  well,  whenever  called  out  for  service. 

There  has  been,  I  regret  to  state,  a  very  serious  epidemic  of 
diphtheria  in  the  city  during  the  past  year,  which  has  extended 
over  a  period  of  six  months  already,  and  is  not  yet  entirely  sub- 
dued. The  direct  causes  of  this  epidemic  may  not  be  so  easy 
to  discover,  but  unquestionably  active  contributing  agents  may 
be  found  in  the  foul  condition  of  the  sewers  owing  to  insuffi- 
cient water  going  into  them  to  effect  a  proper  flushing,  and  in 
the  contamination  of  wells  with  filth  and  disease-bearing  germs 
from  cess-pools  and  other  sources  of  danger.  In  their  very  in- 
teresting report  for  the  past  year,  the  board  of  health  discuss 
this  question,  and  show  conclusively  that  these  conditions  con- 
tributed in  a  large  measure  to  the  violence  of  the  epidemic. 
Moreover,  to  say  nothing  of  the  sickness,  suffering,  death,  and 
sorrow  caused  in  many  homes,  the  epidemic  has  brought  a  heavy 
burden  of  expense  to  the  city,  and  has  been  a  serious  injury  to 
the  community  in  more  ways  than  one. 

The  matter  of  a  water-supply  for  this  city  has  received  con- 
siderable attention  during  the  past  year.  A  joint  special  com- 
mittee of  five  was  appointed,  and  that  committee  engaged  the 
services  of  Mr.  William  Wheeler  of  Boston,  a  well-known  engi- 
neering expert.  The  ground  was  looked  over  with  great  care, 
and  the  various  available  sources  of  water-supply  were  exam- 
ined  and   analyses  made.     Several   reports  were  made  by  the 


committee,  and  their  recommendations  were  in  brief  that  the 
city  establish  a  system  of  municipal  water-works ;  that  the 
source  of  supply  be  the  Salmon  Falls  river  at  a  point  above  the 
ice-house  ;  that  the  plant  of  the  existing  water  company  be  pur- 
chased and  extensions  be  made  thereto,  and  that  there  be  a 
standpipe  35  feet  in  diameter  by  80  in  height,  erected  on  Pros- 
pect hill,  in  order  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  running  the  pumps 
in  the  night  time.  The  report  was  re-committed  by  the  city 
councils  to  enable  the  committee  to  obtain  a  proposition  from 
Mr.  J.  Howard  Nichols,  treasurer  of  the  Great  Falls  Manufac- 
turing Company.  There  was  some  delay  in  obtaining  this  prop- 
osition, and  when  the  matter  again  came  before  the  city  coun- 
cils the  season  had  advanced  so  far  as  to  render  it  impractica- 
ble to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  extension  or  construction  that 
year.  Mr.  Wheeler  appeared  before  the  cit}'  councils  in  con- 
vention, and  gave  much  valuable  information  in  relation  to  the 
matter  of  a  water  supply,  he  having  been  over  the  ground  care- 
fully several  times  before,  and  knowing  the  situation  thoroughly, 
A  joint  special  committee  of  three  was  then  appointed  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Nichols  in  relation  to  further  propositions,  and  a  reply 
was  received  from  him  which  has  been  published,  and  with  the 
contents  of  which  you  are  doubtless  familiar.  Thus,  while  no 
real  progress  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  a  water-works  sys- 
tem for  the  city,  yet  the  subject  has  received  such  consideration 
and  developed  such  inquiry  as  cannot  fail  to  be  of  value  to  the 
incoming  boards. 

In  closing  this  review  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  very  pleasant  relations  which  have  existed  between 
the  various  branches  of  the  city  councils  during  the  year,  and 
to  their  honest  and  intelligent  consideration  of  the  subjects 
brought  before  them.  It  is  my  intention,  moreover,  that  these 
words  apply  to  the  members  of  the  city  councils  irrespective  of 
party.  The  true  test  of  a  municipal  administration  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  answer  to  the  question,  "  Has  it  pleased  every- 
body?" because  so  long  as  humanity  is  constituted  as  it  is,  no 
municipal  government  ever  did,  ever  can,  satisfy  every  citizen 
in  every  particular.  The  real  test  is  to  be  found  in  the  answer 
to  the  questions,  "  Has  it  been  progrdlsive,  honest,  economical ; 
has  it  had  the  interests  of  the  city  at  heart ;  and  has  its  ten- 
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dency,  on  the  whole,  been  for  good?  I  think  it  may  fairly  be 
said  that  the  outgoing  city  government  has,  during  its  year 
of  service,  met  this  test  well. 

For    1895-»96. 

It  will  be  well  for  us  to  reflect,  in  considering  the  responsi- 
bilities resting  upon,  and  the  problems  likely  to  come  before,  us 
who  are  to  serve  the  city  for  another  year,  on  the  fact  that  a 
city  is  practically  a  great  business  corporation,  in  which  each 
citizen  occupies  somewhat  the  same  position  as  a  stockholder 
does  in  a  private  corporation.  The  responsibilities  of  each 
member  of  the  city  government  to  his  city  and  the  citizens 
thereof  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  of  the  officers  of  a  pri- 
vate corporation  to  the  stockholders.  Moreover,  the  problems 
that  arise  in  a  city  are  essentially  business  problems,  and  in  so 
far  only  as  they  are  solved  on  business  principles  can  their 
solution  be  correct  and  satisfactory.  Few  indeed  will  there  be 
of  the  questions  that  may  arise  during  the  year  that  cannot  be 
promptly  settled  and  satisfactorily,  too,  by  the  plain  rules  of 
ordinary  business  affairs. 

The  city  debt  is  $81,700.  The  four  per  cent,  rate  of  interest 
which  is  drawn  by  871,700  of  this  debt  is  as  low  as  can  be 
gained,  except  through  the  issuance  of  long-term  bonds.  It 
may  be  advisable  to  fund  this  debt  this  year,  whether  there  be 
any  expenditure  for  water-works  or  not.  A  funded  debt  with  a 
certain  amount  coming  due  at  certain  periods  constitutes  an 
incentive  to  payment  which  does  not  exist  under  present 
conditions. 

The  matter  of  the  reorganization  of  our  fire  department  will 
doubtless  come  before  us  for  consideration,  and  should  be  met 
as  a  business  problem.  No  matter  of  mere  dollars  and  cents 
should  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  proper  equipment 
and  efficiency  of  the  department.  Insurance  is  not  a  luxury 
now  ;  it  is  a  necessity.  It  is  a  fixed  charge  upon  property,  and 
the  better  and  more  efficient  a  fire  department  is  in  a  community, 
the  lower  will  be  the  rates  of  insurance  in  that  community,  and 
the  greater  the  saving  to  property  holders.  The  work  of  fight- 
ing  fires   is  a  matter   of   business    and    hardship,  and  not  of 
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pleasurable  excitement  merely,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
members  of  the  department  may  be  given  a  compensation 
fairly  commensurate  with  the  services  rendered  by  them. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  proper  to  say  that  the  depart- 
ment buildings  are  in  a  shabby  condition,  so  far  as  exterior 
appearance  is  concerned,  and  suffering  from  want  of  paint. 
It  is  a  poor  example  for  a  municipality  to  set  to  allow  its  prop- 
erty to  become  shabby  through  neglect.  The  buildings  of  the 
department  should  be  painted,  the  hydrants  should  be  painted, 
and  all  city  property  maintained  in  the  appearance  of  thrift  and 
tidiness. 

In  relation  to  the  police  department  it  may  truthfully  be  said 
that  good  police  work  costs  money.  Poor  police  work  doesn't 
cost  so  much  at  first,  but  it  is  vastly  more  expensive  in  the  end. 
One  of  the  first  duties  a  community  owes  its  citizens  is  to  see 
that  they  are  protected  as  to  their  persons  and  property.  The 
present  regular  force  has  proved  to  be  too  small  to  efficiently 
perform  the  work  devolving  upon  them,  and  so  the  services  of 
special  officers  have  been  called  upon  at  various  times.  Doubt- 
less it  would  be  cheaper,  and  lend  greater  effectiveness  to  the 
force,  to  have  the  number  of  regular  officers  increased  and  to 
do  away  entirely  with  specials  who  do  not  have  that  prestige 
and  authority  which  regular  officers  have.  This  matter  of  an 
increase  is  one  that  will  doubtless  come  before  you  for  your  con- 
sideration. The  gratifying  work  done  by  the  police  during  the 
past  year  should  be  continued  until  the  law  is  obeyed  and 
respected  in  every  section  of  this  city.  Too  great  attention, 
moreover,  cannot  be  devoted  to  making  the  Sabbath  day  a  day 
of  rest  and  quiet  throughout  the  limits  of  the  city. 

Our  attitude  towards  the  public  schools  of  the  cit}'  should  be 
characterized  by  liberality  and  helpfulness.  The  public  school 
system  is  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  true  American  citizen. 
Better  extravagance  in  school  expenditures,  than  too  great 
niggardliness  in  appropriations.  Better  to  err  on  the  side  of 
generosity,  than  on  that  of  parsimony,  in  our  dealings  with  our 
schools.  In  his  report  the  chairman  of  the  school  board  calls 
attention  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  high  school  building  in  re- 
spect to  accommodations  for  the  high  and  grammar  schools. 
He  urges  that  the  building  is  now  none  too  large  for  the  High 
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school,  and  suggests  that  a  grammar  school  building,  entirely 
separate  from  the  high  school  building,  and  more  centrally 
located,  be  erected  as  soon  as  possible.  This  is  a  matter  that 
you  will  undoubtedly  be  called  upon  to  consider. 

One  of  the  most  important  subjects  to  come  up  before  you  is 
the  subject  of  road-building  and  repairs.  The  matter  of  good 
roads  is  beginning  to  assume  its  true  importance  in  the  public 
mind  throughout  the  country,  not  only  with  reference  to  the 
pleasure  and  convenience  of  those  using  the  highways,  but  also 
with  reference  to  the  ultimate  economy  of  permanent  methods 
of  construction.  The  methods  which  have  prevailed  in  this  city 
year  after  year  of  hauling  sand  on  the  streets,  to  be  washed  into 
the  sewers  and  dug  out  again  at  a  heavy  expense,  ought  to  be 
done  away  with  once  and  for  all.  I  cannot  emphasize  too 
strongly  my  disapproval  of  these  methods,  as  being  not  only 
unsatisfactory,  but  also  very  expensive  to  the  city  in  the  end. 
The  stone-crushing  apparatus  is  now  in  an  excellent  condition 
for  use,  and  I  believe  that  one  of  the  first  things  this  city  gov- 
ernment should  do  is  to  make  provision  for  its  starting  up  at 
once,  and  so  beginning  the  accumulation  of  ample  material  for 
use  on  our  streets  this  coming  spring  and  summer.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  well  to  begin  macadamizing  systematically 
on  a  piece  of  road  where  the  water  and  sewer  pipes  are  all  laid, 
say  on  Market  square  and  down  Main  and  High  to  Fore  street 
inclusive,  and  ap])ropriate  a  certain  sum  for  this  work,  estab- 
lishing the  practice  of  doing  a  certain  amount  of  macadamizing 
every  year.  This,  of  course,  would  throw  a  slight  additional 
expense  upon  the  tax-payers,  but  ultimately  would  result  in  a 
decided  saving  to  them.  Moreover,  I  believe  that  in  the  compact 
part  of  the  city  not  a  single  load  of  sand  should  be  hauled  onto 
the  streets,  except  to  repair  a  serious  cave-in  or  wash-out,  but 
that  crushed  stone  should  be  used  for  the  work  of  ordinar}^  re- 
pairs. If  it  were  done,  our  streets  would  soon  be  in  a  far  bet- 
ter condition  than  they  are  to-day. 

What  seems  to  me  to  be  the  most  important  of  the  measures 
to  come  before  you  the  ensuing  year  is  that  of  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  good  water  for  the  city.  I  regard  this  question  as  of  the 
utmost  concern  to  every  citizen.  It  is  not  necessary  these  days 
to  argue  as  to  the  importance  of  good  water  to  the  human  sys- 
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teiii.  There  are  some  things  that  are  accepted  as  proven.  This 
is  one  of  them.  The  value  of  a  good  water  supply  to  a  com- 
munity from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
It  is  generally  conceded,  too,  that  wells  are  liable  to  contamina- 
tion from  house  drainage  or  surface  flow  of  poisonous  matter, 
and  the  danger  in  wells  is  greater  because  ofttimes  the  water 
that  seems  the  most  sparkling  and  pure  is  really  the  most 
poisonous.  One  can  never  tell  what  streams  of  pollution  run  into 
his  well,  because  the  channels  are  under  the  ground  and  hidden 
from  sight.  In  any  thickly  settled  community  where  the  peo- 
ple rely  on  wells  for  their  water-supply,  they  are  in  the  greatest 
danger  of  sickness  and  death  even.  The  poorest  of  aqueduct 
water  is  better  than  the  contaminated  well,  and  results  show 
that  the  introduction  of  aqueduct  water  into  a  community  is 
followed  invariably  by  a  decrease  of  the  amount  of  sickness  and 
in  the  death-rate.  A  community  which  neglects  to  provide  itself 
with  an  adequate  water  service,  either  under  municipal  or  private 
ownership,  is  blind  to  its  own  greatest  interests  and  responsibili- 
ties. Moreover,  the  value  of  a  hydrant  service  to  a  community 
need  not  be  enlarged  upon,  and  protection  against  fire  is  a  con- 
dition that  should  be  shared  equally  by  the  people  of  the  various 
sections  of  the  city.  One  section  should  not  be  fully  protected 
and  the  other  neglected  in  this  regard,  but  all  should  be  treated 
fairly  and  given  the  best  protection  practicable. 

I  believe,  and  am  earnest  in  the  belief,  that  the  city  should 
own  its  water  system.  My  belief  is  based  on  several  reasons. 
The  first  is  that  being  under  public  control,  the  system  is  made 
more  responsive  to  public  demands  and  more  apt  to  meet  with 
public  favor,  than  if  it  were  in  the  hands  of  a  private  corpora- 
tion where  the  matter  of  the  highest  rate  of  dividends  is  the 
only  consideration.  The  second  reason  is  that  a  matter  affect- 
ing so  closely  the  health  and  welfare  of  a  community  should 
not  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  private  corporation.  The  third  reason 
is  that  if  a  private  corporation  can  borrow  money  at  6  per  cent, 
and  make  large  returns  on  outlays  for  water-works  plants,  a  city 
that  can  borrow  money  for  3^  or  4  per  cent,  certainly  ought 
to  make  it  pay.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  water-works  are  regarded 
as  the  choicest  and  most  remunerative  of  investments,  and 
water  bonds  everywhere  are  regarded  as  gilt-edged.     So  highly 
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are  mnuicipal  investments  in  water-works  esteemed,  and  so  sure 
are  they  to  be  paid  from  the  earnings  of  the  system,  that  a 
debt  for  the  construction  of  water-works  is  not  reckoned  in  by 
bankers  or  brokers  in  estimating  the  debt  of  a  city  or  town. 
As  bearing  on  the  point  that  municipal  water-works  are  very 
remunerative,  I  could  give  you  instance  after  instance,  but  it 
would  take  too  much  of  time  just  now.  In  some  of  the  cities  of 
our  state  the  water  systems  bring  very  handsome  annual  returns 
to  the  public  treasury,  and  in  no  city  or  town,  which  has  once 
established  a  municipal  water-works  system  (and  I  have  cor- 
responded with  many  of  them)  has  there  been  a  desire  ex- 
pressed on  the  part  of  any  thinking,  disinterested  citizen,  so 
far  as  I  can  learn,  for  return  of  the  water  system  into  the 
hands  of  a  private  corporation. 

The  city  of  Somersworth  will  ultimately  own  its  water  system. 
There  is  no  doubt  of  that.  The  farther  ahead  the  day  of  estab- 
lishing is  postponed,  the  more  expensive  will  the  work  be  when 
finally  constructed.  Many  cities  have  had  to  pay  exorbitant 
prices  for  water-systems  constructed  and  sold  at  a  large  ad- 
vance, making  the  charge  upon  the  public  much  greater  than  if 
the  city  had  begun  the  work  itself. 

I  believe,  too,  that  the  best  water  available  is  none  too  good 
for  the  people  of  this  city,  and  it  would  perhaps  be  advisable  to 
have  a  few  test  wells  driven  to  ascertain  if  an  adequate  supply 
of  pure  ground  water  cannot  be  obtained  for  the  use  of  the  city. 

My  conviction  is  that  the  city  should  acquire  the  water  rights 
and  property  of  the  existing  water  company,  including  reservoir 
and  standpipe,  paying  for  them  all  they  are  fairly  worth,  and 
should  by  such  extensions  and  necessary  alterations  and  the 
establishment  of  a  pumping  station,  give  our  people  a  water- 
works system  which  shall  provide  a  good  supply  of  water  and 
adequate  protection  against  fire  in  all  the  sections  of  the  com- 
pact part  of  the  city.  I  bespeak  for  this  subject  your  earnest, 
intelligent,  and  careful  attention. 

The  matter  of  sewerage  is  intimately  connected  with  that  of 
an  adequate  water-supply.  Without  plenty  of  water  going 
into  the  sewers  for  flushing,  they  are  breeders  and  distributors 
of  disease.  Neglect  of  either  the  water  or  sewerage  question  is 
not  only  a  wrong  against  the  public  health,  but  also  against  the 
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public  purse.  The  health  of  a  community  is  of  the  utmost 
importance.  It  may  be  doubted  if  it  is  wise  to  make  further 
extensions  of  our  sewerage  system  until  a  supply  of  water  has 
been  obtained  that  will,  by  its  general  use,  promise  a  proper 
flushing  and  cleansing  of  the  sewers. 

All  those  questions  will,  I  trust,  be  met  by  you  in  the  spirit 
in  which  I  suggest  them,  as  having  reference  to  the  highest 
welfare  of  the  community.  The  term  of  service  now  opened  up 
to  us  has  in  it  much  of  possibility  for  good  or  ill.  Our  admin- 
istration will  be  what  we  make  it,  and  what  shall  be  the  record 
which  we  as  public  servants  shall  at  the  end  of  the  3^ear  leave 
behind  rests  entirely  with  us.  May  we  all  work  together 
unitedly  for  the  welfare,  prosperity,  and  honor  of  our  city  ! 


MUNICIPAL   ELECTION. 


HaiA^UCJEl  13,  1895. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  vote  in  Ward  1,  as 
declared  by  the  moderator  of  said  ward,  at  the  closing  of  the 
polls,  on  the  twelfth  da\'  of  March,  1895  : 


MAYOR. 


Benjamin  F.  Hanson 
Christopher  H,  Wells 


79 
150 


ALDERMAN. 


Ai'thur  J.  Seavey 
Albert  A.  Perkins 


151 


COUNCILMAN. 


Pierre  Berube 
Henry  A.  Cobb 


78 
149 


SELECTMEN. 


Louis  Letendre 
Edwin  H.  Swett 
John  W.  Curley 
George  F.  Hodgdou 
Joseph  Morneault   . 
Charles  A.  Wentworth 


76 

78 

75 

151 

148 

152 


MODERATOR. 


William  F.  Harmon 
William  F.  Russell 


78 
151 
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WARD    CLERK. 


Leslie  C.  Pattern 
Frank  H.  Plummer 


78 
150 


The  following  Is  the  statement  of  the  vote  in  Ward  2,  as 
declared  by  the  moderator  of  said  ward,  at  the  closing  of  the 
polls,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  March,  1895  : 


MAYOR. 


Benjamin  F.  Hanson 
Christopher  H.  Wells 


68 
168 


Orlando  J.  Bagley 
David  Wingate 


ALDERMAN. 


67 
170 


Charles  S.  Jones 
George  E.  Pugsley 


COUNCILMAN. 


66 
172 


Thomas  Ritchie 
Forest  L.  Bickford 
Albert  Gaudette 


SELECTMEN. 


66 
66 
66 


SCHOOL    COMMITTEE. 


Nathan  Wentworth 

1 

John  P.  Meserve     .... 

66 

John  C.  Lothrop     .... 

167 

William  B.  Martin 

172 

Alpheus  L.  Fauuce 

172 

Walter  L.  Butterfield      . 

172 
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MODERATOR. 


Patrick  D.  O'Connell 66 

Hartley  S.  Chapman        .  ,         .  .         .         171 


WARD    CLERK. 


Fred  I.  York 66 

Alfred  W.  Durgin 172 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  vote  in  Ward  3,  as 
declared  by  the  moderator  of  said  ward,  at  the  closing  of  the 
polls,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  March,  1895  : 


MAYOR. 


Benjamin  F.  Hanson       .....  98 

Christopher  H.  Wells 120 


ALDERMAN. 

Wilfred  Paquette 91 

Freeman  A.  Hussey        .         .         .         .         .         128 

COUNCILMAN. 

James  A.  Flanagan          .....  86 

Norbert  D'Etoile 130 

SELECTMEN. 

Edwin  P.  Horn 88 

Charles  Drapeau     ......  88 

Dennis  E.  Sullivan  .....  87 

SCHOOL    COMMITTEE. 

Daniel  Sanborn       ......  88 

Sumner  C.  Home   ......         131 

2 
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Lorenzo  E.  Decatur 
Peter  Lebel     . 
George  A.  Stewart 


131 
130 
131 


John  Leahy    . 
Herbert  Davis 


MODERATOR. 


87 
132 


John  Rowan   . 
Albert  E.  J.  Hard 


WARD    CLERK. 


132 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  vote  in  Ward  4,  as 
declared  by  the  moderator  of  said  ward,  at  the  closing  of  the 
polls,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  March,  1895  : 


MAYOR. 


Christopher  H.  Wells 
Benjamin  F.  Hanson 


81 

88 


James  A.  Locke 
Michael  Wallace 


ALDERMAN. 


89 
79 


CODNCILMAN. 


Peter  Perreault 
James  W.  Vermette 


93 
74 


SELECTMEN. 


Frank  H.  Nolette   . 
Meddle  Prue 
Charles  S.  Fountain 
James  A.  Farley     . 
Joseph  E.  Labonte 
Francis  Beamish 


80 
81 
84 
84 
86 
85 
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SCHOOL    COMMITTEE. 


James  W.  Wallace 
Henry  E.  Moniscy 


84 
85 


James  A.  Locke 
Michael  O'Mallev    . 


MODERATOR. 


84 
85 


Fred  Prue 
Louis  Renard 


WARD    CLERK. 


81 
86 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  vote  in  Ward  5,  as 
declared  by  the  moderator  of  said  ward,  at  the  closing  of  the 
polls  on  the  twelfth  day  of  March,  1895  : 


Benjamin  F.  Hanson 
Christopher  H.  Wells 


51 
74 


ALDERMAN. 


James  E.  Crawford 
Frank  E.  Libby 


49 
76 


COUNCILMAN. 


Chas.  F.  Whitehouse 
Oliver  Morin 


72 

53 


SELECTMEN. 


Fred  P.  Harmon 
John  Roberts 
Esdras  Poiiliu 
Joseph  P.  Chesley 
Frank  Bourque 
Clement  Ham,  Jr. 


53 
51 
51 
72 
73 
74 


20 


MODERATOR. 


George  J.  Frechette ^^ 

Frank  E.  Libbv '^^ 


CLERK. 


Daniel  A.  Whitehouse ^^ 

Edwin  F.  Richmond ''•^ 


CITY  GOVERNMENT, 

1895. 


MAYOR. 

CHRISTOPHER   H.  WELLS. 


CITY    CLERK. 

FRED   L.    SHAPLEIGH. 


ALDERMEN. 

Ward  1— ALBERT   A.    PERKINS. 
Ward  2— DAVID   WINGATE. 
Ward  3— FREEMAN    A.    HUSSEY. 
TFard  4— JAMES   A.   LOCKE. 
PFard  5— FRANK   E.    LIBBY. 


COUNCILMEN. 

President— CYRUS    FREEMAN. 
Clerk— GEORGE   F.    HILL. 

Ward  1— PHILIP   H.    STILES, 
HENRY   A.    COBB, 
WILLIAM   E.    BEDELL. 
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Ward  2— CHARLES    H.   HARMON, 
GEO.    E.    PUGS  LEY, 
CYRUS    FREEMAN. 

Ward  3— EDWARD  A.  SMITH, 
NORBERT  D'P:T0ILE, 
GEORGE   E.    HANSON. 

Ward  4— JOHN    MURRAY, 

PETER   PERREAULT, 
CHARLES    E.  BROWN. 

Ward  5— JAMES    A.   KEARNS, 

CHARLES    F.    WHITEHOUSE, 
MOSES    H.    PRAY. 


TREASURER. 

ALMON    D.    TOLLES. 


CITY    SOLICITOR. 

DAVID    R.    PIERCE. 


COLLECTOR    OF   TAXES. 

JOHN    P.    STEVENS. 


SANITARY    OFFICER. 

DANIEL   WINGATE. 


CITY    PHYSICIAN. 

CHARLES    E.    SWASEY,    M.    D. 


23 

OVERSEER   OF    THE    POOR. 

WILLIAM    B.    MARTIN. 


STREET    COMMISSIONER. 

HOWARD   M.    HANSON. 


ASSESSORS. 


DANIEL   WINGATE, 
ELDORUS    B.    WHITE, 
JOSEPH    LIBBY. 


POLICE    DEPARTMENT. 

Marshal— CHARLES    C.    ALLARD. 
Assistant  Marshal— JOHN    C.    BURKE. 
Night  Watchman— CHARLES    H.    LOCKE. 


FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

Chief   Engineer— JAMES    S.    McDANIEL. 

Assistant   Engineers— CHARLES    H.    PLUMMER, 
HENRY    DUFORD, 
LEWIS    E.    MELLEN. 


BOARD    OF    HEALTH. 


President— CHARLES    E.   SWASEY,    M.    D. 
Secretary— DANIEL   WIN  GATE. 

WILLIAM    B.    MARTIN. 
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INSPECTOR   OF    OIL. 

WILLIAM    F.   HESTER. 


WEIGHERS    OF    HAY,    COAL,    ETC. 

WILLIAM   JOHNSON, 
HARRY   H.    REMICK, 
BENJAMIN    F.    HANSON, 
JAMES    E.    RICHARDS, 
BENJAMIN    F.    HILL, 
JAMES    A.    LOCKE, 
ALBERT   E.   J.    HURD, 
WILLIAM   TAYLOR, 
AMASA    L.    LEONARD. 


SEALER    OF    WEIGHTS    AND    MEASURES. 

HILARION   GASTONGUAY. 


CITY    MESSENGER. 

CHARLES   O.    RANKINS. 


SURVEYORS    OF    WOOD,    LUMBER,    AND    BARK. 

LEAVITT   C.    HORNE, 
HIRAM   HORNE, 
BENJAMIN    F.    HILL, 
FRANCIS    A.    THURSTON. 
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CITY    LIQUOR    AGENT. 

LOUIS   JACQUES. 


FISH    AND    GAME    WARDEN. 

JOHN   F.    BLAISDELL,  2d. 


FENCE    VIEWER. 

HIRAM    HORNE. 


POLICE   JUSTICE. 

WILLIAM  D.    KNAPP. 


FOREST   GLADE   CEMETERY. 

TRUSTEES. 

EDWIN    R.    BARTLETT,  Term  expires  1896 

WILLIAM   F.    HARMON,  "             1897 

WILLIAM   D.   KNAPP,  "             1898 

JAMES    A.    EDGERLY,  '                "             1899 

JESSE   R.    HORNE,  '•             1900 

Superintendent— WILLIAM  B.    MARTIN. 


Joint  Standing  Committees,  1895. 

Finance — The  Mayor,  Perkius,  Bedell,  aud  Murray. 
Claims  and  Accounts — Libby,  Harmon,  and  Kearns. 
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Public  Buildings — Wingate,  Hanson,  and  D'Etoile. 

Bridges — Wingate,  Smith,  and  Brown. 

Streets,  Setvers,  and  Drains — Perkins,  Stiles,  and  Smith. 

Fire  Department — Hussey,  Harmon,  and  Pugsley. 

Ordinances — Hussey,  Stiles,  and  Cobb. 

Lights — Locke,  Cobb,  and  Whitehouse. 

Printing — Perkins,  Pugsley,  and  Murray. 

Schools — Libby,  Bedell,  and  Brown. 

Cemetery — Locke,  Hanson,  and  Pray. 


WARD    OFFICERS. 

MODERATORS. 

Ward  1— CHARLES    M.    DORR. 
Ward  2— HARTLEY    S.    CHAPMAN. 
TFard  3— HERBERT   DAVIS. 
Ward  4— MICHAEL   O'MALLEY. 
Ward  5— FRANK   E.    LIBBY. 

SELECTMEN. 

Ward  1— GEO.    F.   HODSDON, 

JOSEPH    MORNEAULT, 
CHAS.    A.    WENTWORTH. 

TFard  2— WILLIAM    B.    MARTIN, 

WALTER    L.    BUTTERFIELD, 
ALPHEUS    L.    FAUNCE. 

Ward  3— LORENZO   E.  DECATUR, 
PETER   LEBEL, 
GEO.    A.    STEWART. 

Ward  4— FRANCIS    BEAMISH, 

JOSEPH   E.    LABONTE. 

Ward  5— JOSEPH   P.    CHESLEY, 
CLEMENT   HAM,  Jr., 
FRANK   BURKE. 
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WARD    CLERKS. 

Ward  1— FRANK    H.    PLUMMER. 
Ward  2— ALFRED    W.   DURGIN. 
Ward  3— ALBERT   E.    J.    HURD. 
Ward  4— LOUIS    RENARD. 
Ward  5— EDWm   F.    RICHMOND. 


RESOLUTIONS  PASSED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


CLERK  OF  POLICE  COURT. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Somersioorth^ 
That  Chapter  IV  of  the  ordinances  of  said  city  be  amended  by 
the  addition  of  the  following  section  at  the  end  of  said  Chapter  : 

Section  7.  The  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the  police  court  of  the 
City  of  Somersworth  shall  be  two  hundred  dollars,  payable  quar- 
terly, said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  services  rendered  by  him  as 
clerk  of  said  court. 

Passed  April  16,  1895. 


ANNUAL   APPROPRIATIONS. 

Somersworth,  N.  H.,  April  15,  1895. 
To  the  City  Councils: 

Gentlemen  : — Your  joint  standing  committee  on  finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  submitting  a  list  of  appropria- 
tions, respectfully  report  that  they  have  given  the  subject  their 
careful  consideration,  and  recommend  the  following  appropria- 
tions for  the  maintenance  of  the  several  departments  of  the  city 
for  the  current  year  : 

Memorial  Day 
Forest  Glade  cemetery 
Street  lights 
Interest 


County  tax 
State  tax 
Soldiers'  aid 


$200.00 

300.00 

4,320.00 

3,368.00 

10,890.30 

7,115.00 

100.00 
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Paupers 

School  note     . 

Salaries 

Fire  department 

Police    . 

Sidewalks 

Macadamizing 

Highways 

Schools  (including 

Miscellaneous 


iterary  fund  and  dog  tax) 


$300.00 
2,000.00 
7,000.00 
3,300.00 
600.00 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 
6.000  00 
16,500.00 
2,006.70 

$68,000.00 


Your  committee  would  recommend  that  of  the  above  sum  of 
sixty-eight  thousand  dollars  (168,000)  there  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion the  sum  of  fifty-six  thousand  dollars  ($56,000),  and  that 
the  balance  be  appropriated  from  monies  in  the  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Your  committee  would  further  recommend  that  of  tlie  amount 
appropriated  for  the  fire  department  there  be  specially  appropri- 
ated the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($250)  for  paint- 
ing the  buildings  of  the  department,  and  the  sum  of  fifteen  dol- 
lars ($15)  for  painting  the  public  hydrants. 

Chris.  H.  Wells, 
A.  A.  Perkins, 
W.  E,  Bedell, 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Finance. 
Passed  April  30,  1895. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  BRIDGE  AND  MOVING  STONE 

CRUSHER. 

Resolved.,  That  there  be  appropriated,  from  monies  now  in 
the  treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars  ($600)  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge  and  to 
cover  other  expenses  incident  to  moving  the  stone  crusher,  as 
recommended  by  the  committee  on  streets,  sewers,  and  drains. 

Passed  August  6,  1895. 
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WATCHMEN'S    TIME    RP:GISTERS. 

Hesolved,  That  the  committee  on  police  be  instructed  to  put 
in  the  city  a  system  of  watch-clocI\s,  the  expense  of  same  not 
to  exceed  the  sura  of  three  hundred  dollars  (S300).  The  money 
for  same  to  be  taken  from  money  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Passed  August  6,  1895. 


EXEMPTION   OF   TAXES. 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  J.  M.  Cropley  &  Bro.  re- 
moving their  shoe  manufacturing  business  to  this  city,  they  be, 
and  hereby  are,  exempted  from  taxation  for  the  period  of  ten 
years  from  this  date. 

Passed  August  20,  1895. 


HAND-BILLS. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Somersworth : 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  distribute  or  throw,  or  cause  to 
be  thrown,  any  hand-bill,  circular,  programme,  or  other  piece 
of  paper  in  or  upon  any  of  the  streets  or  highways  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
ordinance  shall  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  two  dollars,  or  more 
than  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

Passed  December  17,  1895. 


EVENING   SCHOOL. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  appropriated  from  monies  in  the 
treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sura  of  six  hundred 
dollars  ($600)  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  an  evening  school. 
Said  appropriation  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  department 
of  public  instruction. 

Passed  December  17,  1895. 
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REFUNDING    NOTE. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  joint  standing  committee  on  finance  be, 
and  hei'eby  are,  authorized  and  empowered  to  negotiate  a  loan 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000)  to  take  up  the  note  given  by 
the  city  to  the  Dwight  Manufacturing  Company  on  account  of 
water-works  construction  and  due  the  11th  inst. 

Passed  January  7,  1896. 


TRANSFER   OF   MONEY. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  forty-eight  dollars  and 
thirty-eight  cents  ($148.38)  be  transferred  back  to  the  credit  of 
the  department  of  public  instruction,  that  being  the  amount  col- 
lected for  tuition,  breakage,  etc.,  in  the  schools  and  paid  over, 
by  the  secretary  of  the  school  board,  to  the  city  treasurer,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1896. 

Passed  February  18.  1896. 


STEAM    ROAD    ROLLER. 


Resolved  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  the  Common  Council 
concurring.  That  the  committee  on  streets,  sewers,  and  drains 
look  into  the  advisability  of  buying  a  steam  road  roller,  and 
report  at  next  meeting 

Passed  April  16,  1895. 


SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  April  30,  1895. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Councils: 

In  accordance  with  instructions  given  by  you,  your  committee 
on  streets,  sewers,  and  drains  have  considered  the  advisability 
of  the  purchasing  of  a  steam  road  roller  for  the  use  of  the 
city. 

In  giving  the  matter  our  consideration,  we  have  started  out 
on  the  assumption  that  past  methods  of  doing  highway  work  in 
this  city  are  not  only  unsatisfactory,  but  also  expensive  in  the 
end,  and  that  true  economy  consists  in  good,  permanent  work, 
well  and  thoroughly  done. 

For  smaller  cities  macadam  seems  to  offer  the  most  substan- 
tial, and  at  the  same  time  the  cheapest,  material  for  use  on 
streets.  At  a  comparatively  small  annual  expense  the  work  of 
macadamizing  could  be  carried  on  year  after  year,  until  all  the 
streets  in  the  most  travelled  part  of  the  city  are  in  fine  shape, 
needing  but  nominal  annual  repairs. 

But  whatever  be  the  material  used  on  our  streets,  whether 
crushed  stone,  gravel,  or  loam,  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  in 
order  to  make  it  good  for  travel  and  use,  that  the  surface  be 
rolled  down  hard  and  smooth,  thus  enabling  the  streets  to  shed 
the  water,  instead  of  taking  it  up  and  forming  mud,  also  doing 
much  to  prevent  washouts  and  serious  breaks  in  the  streets. 

It  is  evident  to  us,  therefore,  that  in  order  to  secure  better 
results,  and  give  our  people  what  they  have   been   calling  for 
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for  years, — and  that  is  better  streets, — there  must  be  obtained 
some  kind  of  a  road  roller,  either  to  be  hauled  by  horses  or 
to  be  operated  by  steam.  The  advantages,  as  to  weight,  abil- 
ity to  do  work,  and  cost  of  operation,  are  so  overwhelmingly 
in  favor  of  the  steam  road  roller  that  there  is  no  doubt  in  our 
minds,  after  what  consideration  we  have  given  the  subject  and 
what  we  have  learned  from  other  cities  where  the  steam  road 
rollers  have  been  in  use,  that  the  city  of  Somersworth  should 
own  such  a  roller,  and  would  find  it  of  great  use  and  value,  not 
only  in  simply  rolling  down  the  streets,  but  also  in  spiking  and 
tearing  up  old  and  rutted  roads  and  doing  other  necessar}' 
work. 

The  street  commissioner  recently  made  a  trip  to  Newton  and 
Waltham,  Mass.,  to  look  into  the  merits  of  steam  rollers,  and 
:also  the  methods  of  doing  macadamizing  work.  He  has  made 
a  report  of  this  trip  to  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  this  report  has 
been  transmitted  by  the  mayor  to  us  and  is  made  a  part  of  this 
report.  There  is  also  made  a  part  of  this  report  a  communi- 
cation from  the  street  commissioner  of  Newton,  which  explains 
itself. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  make  the  following  recommenda- 
tions : 

1.  That  the  city  purchase  a  15-ton  steam  road  roller,  and 
that  the  purchase  be  made  at  the  earliest  practicable  date,  in 
order  that  good  work  may  begin  at  once  on  our  streets. 

2.  That  the  amount  of  the  purchase  mone}',  not  exceeding 
$4,000,  be  a  charge  upon  the  highway  appropriations  for  three 
years,  in  equal,  or  substantially  equal,  quarterly  payments,  the 
first  payment  to  be  made  out  of  the  highway  appropriations  for 
the  current  year. 

3.  That  some  committee  be  instructed  and  empowered  to  pur- 
chase such  a  steam  roller  as  shall,  after  careful  examination 
and  inquiry,  appear  to  them  to  be  the  best  and  most  capable 
roller  in  the  market. 

The  above  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  A.  Perkins, 
P.  H.  Stiles, 
E.  A.  Smith, 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  /Streets,  Sewers,  and  Drains. 
3 
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To  Mayor  Chris.  H.  Wells: 

Dear  Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  suggestion,  I  went  ta 
Newton  and  Waltbam,  Mass.,  on  Thursday,  the  25th  inst.,  to 
look  into  the  methods  of  macadamizing  and  of  doing  highway 
work  and  repairs  which  prevail  in  those  places ;  also  to  inves- 
tigate into  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  steam  road 
rollers  in  such  work. 

I  first  went  to  Newton,  and  there  I  met  Mr.  Ross,  the  com- 
missioner of  streets,  a  very  able  man,  and  thoroughly  posted 
in  all  matters  relating  to  highway  construction  and  repairs. 
The  streets  are  in  splendid  condition  there,  about  all  macadam- 
ized, and  they  are  as  hard  and  smooth  as  the  best  of  concrete,  so 
that  a  team  leaves  no  mark  whatever  as  it  passes  over  them. 

Mr.  Ross  afforded  me  every  opportunity  for  observation  and 
investigation,  and  also  gave  me  some  valuable  information.  I 
saw  them  building  a  macadamized  road.  They  roll  the  dirt  foun- 
dation first,  and  make  it  as  hard  and  smooth  as  concrete  almost. 
Then  they  put  on  the  crushed  stone  and  roll  each  course  down 
bard  and  smooth.  The  result  is  that  their  roads  are  a  delight 
to  the  eye. 

These  roads  are  made  by  the  use  of  the  steam  road  roller,  of 
which  the  city  of  Newton  has  four.  I  saw  them  working  on- 
the  different  portions  of  the  work.  One  machine  was  working 
on  the  dirt  foundation,  and  it  packed  it  down  so  hard  and 
smooth  that  it  looked  as  though  the  road  were  all  finished  for 
use.  These  steam  road  rollers  did  surprisingly  well,  and 
worked  with  the  utmost  ease,  backwards  and  forwards  con- 
tinually, without  the  loss  of  time  there  is  in  horse  rollers,  turn- 
ing the  horses  or  shifting  the  poles.  Mr.  Ross  told  me  that  he 
had  three  4-horse  rollers  that  it  cost  him  $30  a  day  to  run,  and 
he  couldn't  do  half  as  much  work  with  all  three  of  these  horse 
rollers  as  he  could  with  one  steam  roller,  and  the  steam  roller 
only  costs  $4.50  per  day  to  run. 

I  had  a  talk  in  relation  to  what  grades  the  steam  rollers- 
would  work  on.  There  are  grades  on  the  avenue  where  they 
had  been  using  these  steam  rollers  which  are  as  steep  as  anj^ 
we  have  in  this  city.  Mr.  Ross  said  that  the  steam  roller  could 
easily  run  over  any  grade  we  have  in  our  streets  in  this  city, 
and  can  go  anywhere  it  is  practicable  for  a  team   to  go.     Itt 
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order  to  show  me  what  one  could  do,  he  had  the  engineer  run 
one  of  the  steam  rollers  up  over  an  embankment,  and  the  grade 
was  steeper  than  any  hill  street  in  this  city.  The  embankment 
was  so  steep  that  when  the  machine  ran  up  over  it  the  water 
ran  out  of  the  top  of  the  water  tank  behind.  The  roller  went 
up  and  down  over  this  bank  with  perfect  ease.  It  went  into 
holes  two  feet  deep  and  out  again,  and  over  an  8-inch  timber, 
without  the  least  difl3culty  whatever.  It  would  go  about  any- 
where, in  fact. 

Mr.  Ross  advised  me  not  to  haul  any  macadam  on  the  roads 
without  a  steam  roller  to  pack  it  down.  He  said  I  would  be 
sorry  for  it  if  I  did.  In  relation  to  building  macadam  roads, 
he  said  that  it  was  largely  a  matter  of  judgment  as  to  how 
deeply  the  macadam  should  be  laid.  If  a  good,  solid  founda- 
tion can  be  obtained,  not  so  much  stone  is  needed.  Where 
there  is  much  water  in  the  soil  it  is  frequently  necessary  to  put 
in  Telford  to  drain  it  and  get  a  good  foundation.  With  a  good, 
firm  foundation,  however,  it  is  bis  opinion  that  six  inches  of 
crushed  stone  is  as  good  as  eight  or  ten  inches,  and  for  our 
streets,  with  a  pretty  hard  natural  foundation,  he  thought  that 
six  inches  of  stone  would  be  ample  for  a  fine,  durable  road. 

After  learning  what  I  could  at  Newton,  I  went  to  Walthara, 
but  did  not  see  the  street  commissioner,  though  I  talked  with 
several  people  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  roads.  I  believe 
that  there  is  not  a  street  in  Waltham  that  is  not  macadamized, 
hills  and  all,  and  they  have  some  fine  roads  there,  smooth  and 
hard,  with  grades  as  steep  as  any  in  this  city.  They  have  a 
steam  roller  there,  which  they  used  on  the  work,  and  are  much 
pleased  with  its  results.  Probably  the  roads  of  Newton  and 
Waltham,  as  a  whole,  are  finer  than  those  of  any  other  cities  of 
anywhere  near  their  size  in  the  United  States. 

The  results  of  my  observations  are,  that  I  am  led  to  believe 
that  macadamizing  is  the  only  way  of  meeting  the  street  prob- 
lem in  this  city,  and  I  believe,  moreover,  that  the  city  cannot 
afford  to  be  without  a  steam  roller,  whether  for  use  on  regularly 
macadamizing  streets,  or  on  our  ordinary  gravel  roads. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

H.  M.  Hanson, 
Street  Commissioner. 
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West  Newton,  Mass.,  April  10,  1895. 
City  Clerk,  Somersworth,  N.  U. : 

Dear  Sir  : — With  regard  to  steam  rollers  which  you  inquired 
about,  there  seems  to  be  a  great  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
which  roller  is  the  best.  In  my  opinion  they  are  all  good,  as 
far  as  I  know. 

The  city  of  Newton  has  an  Avelin  &  Porter  roller,  which  has 
been  in  use  for  thirteen  years.  Three  years  ago  they  purchased 
an  O.  S.  Kelley  roller;  last  year  they  purchased  another  of  the 
same  kind  ;  and  this  year  they  have  purchased  still  another — 
making  in  all  three  O.  S.  Kelley  rollers  (made  in  Spring- 
field, O.)  and  one  Avelin  &  Porter.  These  are  all  fifteen-ton 
rollers,  and  have  given  good  satisfaction. 

In  regard  to  the  expense  of  maintaining  and  running  a  steam 
roller,  compared  with  a  horse  roller,  I  would  say  that  the  steam 
roller  will  do  more  work  than  four  horse  rollers.  The  expense 
of  the  engineer  is  from  $2.25  to  $2.75  a  day,  according  to  his 
experience. 

I  think  they  will  climb  any  hill  which  would  be  practicable 
for  a  team  to  climb.  I  have  tried  them  on  some  of  our  steep- 
est hills,  which  are  from  9  to  14  per  cent,  grade,  and  they  have 
always  proved  able  to  do  the  work  required  of  them. 

For  repairing  a  gravel  road  the  picks  can  be  put  in  the 
wheels,  and  they  will  pick  up  the  surface,  doing  the  work  of 
more  than  fifty  men  ;  after  the  gravel  is  spread  the  roller  can 
be  put  onto  the  road,  and  it  will  make  a  smooth,  hard  surface, 
at  less  expense  than  can  be  done  in  any  other  way. 

The  question  of  which  is  the  best  roller  to  buy,  is  thought 
differently  of  by  different  agents  and  companies,  they  all  claim- 
ing advantages. 

The  question  has  been  pretty  thoroughly  looked  up  in  New- 
ton, and  in  my  judgment  if  we  were  to  purchase  another  we 
would  do  the  same  as  we  did  this  year.  The  last  roller  was 
purchased  about  three  weeks  ago. 

There  is  also  another  roller  which  has  given  very  good  satis- 
faction in  some  of  the  surrounding  cities,  called  the  Harrisburg 
steam  roller,  and  I  understand  therp  is  still  another  that  is 
manufactured  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  known  as  the  Buffalo  Pitts 
roller.     We  have  had  no  experience  with  these  rollers,  but  as 
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far  as  I  can  learn,  the  Harrisburg  has  given  very  good  satisfac- 
tion in  Waltham,  Cambridge,  Somerville,  and  some  other  sur- 
rounding cities. 

If  at  any  time  I  could  be  of  any  further  service  to  you  in 
regard  to  the  subject  I  should  be  pleased  to  do  so. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Charles  W.  Ross, 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Resolved.,  That  the  matter  of  purchasing  a  steam  road  roller 
be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  Sewers, 
and  Drains,  with  full  power  to  act,  the  cost  of  said  roller  not 
to  exceed  four  thousand  dollars,  and  that  said  purchase  be  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  Sewers,  and  Drains. 

Passed  April  30,  1895. 


SoMERSWORTH,  June  4,  1895. 

To  the  City  Councils  of  Somersworth : 

Your  Committee  on  Streets,  Sewers,  and  Drains  being 
instructed  to  procure  a  steam  road  roller,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  attended  to  that  duty,  as  the  following  bid  and 
acceptance,  made  a  part  of  this  report,  will  show : 


May  21,  1895. 
To  the  Highway  Committee  of  the  City  of  Somersworth,  N.  H. : 

Gentlemen  : — We  will  furnish  you  with  the  30,000  pound 
steam  road  roller  that  is  on  the  streets  of  your  city  for  the  sum 
of  twenty-seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($2,750.00),  pay- 
able in  cash  or  its  equivalent  within  thirty  days  from  date. 

We  guarantee  said  machine  to  be  well  made,  of  first  class 
material,  and  durable  with  proper  care,  capable  of  doing  more 
work  than  any  other  machine  of  like  size  made  for  same  pur- 
pose ;  and  further  agree  to  furnish  for  a  period  of  two  years 
any  part  that   may  prove   defective,  either  in  workmanship  or 
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material.  We  will  also  leave  our  street  harrow  without  extra 
charge  and  plan  road. 

We  also  agree  to  furnish  a  competent  person  to  set  up  and 
operate  said  machine  for  one  week,  in  order  to  demonstrate 
that  said  machine  is  all  that  we  claim  for  it,  and  at  the  same 
time  instruct  such  person  as  3'ou  may  wish  to  take  charge. 

This  machine  to  be  of  latest  style,  having  the  many  improve- 
ments peculiar  to  this  machine, —   • 

1.  Spacious  and  convenient  floor  plate  for  the  operator,  with 
means  of  easy  access  thereto. 

2.  Crucible  steel  gearing  throughout. 

3.  Bevelled  driving  wheels,  having  a  diameter  of  six  feet  and 
four  inches  and  sixteen  inch  hub  and  a  face  of  twenty-four 
inches,  said  face  being  sharply  bevelled  for  a  distance  of  five 
inches  from  inside  edge  of  wheel,  and  the  remaining  nineteen 
inches  having  a  bevel  of  one  quarter  inch  in  twenty-four. 

4.  Front  wheels  having  a  diameter  of  four  feet  and  a  face  of 
twenty-four  inches.  Also  having  a  bevel  of  one  quarter  inch 
in  twenty-four,  these  wheels  being  placed  together  making  a 
total  face  of  forty-eight  inches  with  the  smallest  diameter  in 
the  middle. 

5.  These  front  wheels  have  a  lap  of  five  inches  on  each  side 
of  the  inner  edges  and  the  driving  weeels,  which,  being  sharply 
bevelled,  prevents  any  ridging  or  displacement  of  material  that 
is  being  rolled  so  that  a  thoroughly  even  track  is  made  by  the 
whole  macliine  ;  and  owing  to  the  bevelling  of  all  of  the  wheels 
the  action  of  the  whole  machine  is  to  improve  and  retain  the 
crown  in  the  street. 

6.  Steam  steering  gear,  giving  great  rapidity  and  ease  of 
manipulation,  also  adjustable  for  hand  steering  when  boiler  is 
cold. 

7.  Increased  tank  capacity,  consisting  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  gallons,  capable  of  supplying  the  boiler  for  from  five  to 
seven  hours  of  the  heaviest  work. 

8.  Cab  extending  completely  over  the  working  parts  of 
machine,  and  fitted  with  curtains  to  protect  the  operator  in 
bad  weather. 

9.  Governor,  facilitating  the  handling  of  machine,  enabling 
portable  crusher  or  machinery  of  any  description  to  be  driven. 
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10.  Crank    shaft   3:^^   inches    in    diameter,   forged    steel    and 

•counter-balanced.     Intermediate  shafts  3^  inches  in  diameter, 

steel.     All  journals  are  of   metal   bucking.     Front   axle  four 

inches  in   diameter,  steel.     Rear  axle  six  inches  in  diameter, 

steel. 

Respectfully, 

The  O.  S.  Kelly  Co. 


BY 

Geo.  E.  Townsend. 


Accepted. 

A.  A.  Perkins, 
E.  A.  Smith, 
P.  H.  Stiles, 

Committee. 


Resolved,  That  the  city  hire  the  sum  of  seventeen  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months,  at  a  rate 
of  interest  not  to  exceed  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  balance  of  the  cost  of  the  steam  road  roller, 
over  and  above  the  $1,000  to  be  appropriated  from  the  high- 
way appropriation  for  the  current  year  for  that  purpose. 

Passed  July  16,  1895. 


Resolved,  That  the  Mayor  and  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil be  authorized  to  execute  the  lease  with  the  Great  Falls 
Manufacturing  Company,  referred  to  in  the  I'eport  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  Sewers,  and  Drains,  submitted  August  6,  1895. . 

Passed  August  6,  1895. 


To  the  Mayor  and  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Somersivorth  : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  Sewers,  and 
Drains,  having  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  a  suitable 
and  adequate  supply  of  stone  for  the  street  department  of  the 
city,  and  having  examined  various  localities  with  reference  to 
their  respective  desirability,  report  that  the^^  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  interests  of  the  city  demand  the  execution  on  behalf  of 
the  city  of  the  lease  which  is  submitted  herewith,  and  which 
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contemplates  taking  stone  for  crushing  from  the  premises  of 
the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Company  ;  therefore  the  Com- 
mittee would  recommend  that  said  lease  be  executed  for  the 
city,  and  that  some  person  or  persons  be  authorized  by  the  city 
councils  to  execute  the  same  on  its  behalf. 
Somersworth,  August  6,  1895. 

A.  A.  Perkins, 
PI  A.  Smith, 
P.  H.  Stiles, 
Committee  on  Streets,  Sewers,  and  Drains. 
Passed  August  6,  1895. 


This  agreement  made  and  concluded  this  day  of 

A.  D.  1895,  by  and  between  the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing 
Company,  a  corporation  duly  existing  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of 
the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  and  located  in  Somersworth  in  the 
county  of  Strafford  and  in  said  state,  party  of  the  first  part ;. 
and  the  city  of  Somersworth  in  said  county  and  state  duly 
incorporated  in  said  state,  party  of  the  second  part. 

Witnesseth,  That  in  consideration  of  emoluments  and  agree- 
ments hereinafter  named  to  be  performed  by  the  party  of  the 
second  part,  the  party  of  the  first  part  doth  hereby  lease  to  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the 
date  hereof,  rent  free,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  situate 
in  Berwick  in  the  county  of  York  and  state  of  Maine  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Salmon  Falls  river,  bounded  and  described  a& 
follows,  to  wit :  Beginning  at  a  point  258  feet  south  from  the 
face  of  No.  3  dam,  so  called,  at  high-water  mark  on  the  Maine 
side  of  the  river,  and  running  south  by  the  line  of  the  river  at 
high-water  mark  1,035  feet,  thence  turn  at  right  angles  running 
east  the  extent  of  the  Company's  land,  thence  turn  at  right 
angles  running  north  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  line  of  the  river 
1,035  feet,  thence  turn  at  right  angles  running  west  to  the  point 
begun  at,  meaning  to  lease  to  said  party  of  the  second  part  any 
and  all  lands  now  owned  by  said  party  of  the  first  part  within 
the  above  described  points  for  the  purpose  of  locating  thereon 
a  stone  crusher,  and  crushing  and  removing  the  stone  and  ledge 
from  said  leased  premises. 
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And  said  party  of  the  first  part  agrees  to  pay  to  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars 
(S200.00)  towards  building  a  bridge  over  and  across  said  river, 
at  a  point  to  be  agreed  upon  by  both  parties  ;  and  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part  shall  have  the  right  to  construct  and 
use  a  road  leading  to  said  bridge  over  land  belonging  to  said 
party  of  the  first  part  on  the  New  Hampshire  side  of  the  river, 
at  such  a  point  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  both  parties  ;  also, 
the  right  to  use  any  and  all  stone  now  lying  in  said  river  bed. 

In  consideration  of  the  above,  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part  agrees  to  take  out  of  said  river  bed  all  the  stones  to  the 
depth  of  three  and  one  half  feet,  from  that  part  of  said  river  as 
specifically  shown  and  designated  in  the  plans  hereunto  annexed 
and  made  a  part  thereof,  said  plans  also  showing  the  length  and 
breadth  of  said  excavation,  the  same  to  be  done  as  soon  as 
possible  after  they  shall  have  got  their  stone  crusher  in  place, 
commencing  first  with  the  work  of  taking  out,  crushing,  and 
removing  said  stone,  and  continuing  easterly  from  the  bank  of 
the  river  to  crush  and  remove  the  stone  to  the  same  depth  and  as 
uniform  depth  as  practicable,  and  leaving  the  excavated  surface 
level  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  benefit  to  be  derived  by  the 
party  of  the  first  part  by  broadening  and  deepening  the  channel 
in  said  river  as  designated  on  said  plan,  being  the  inducement 
for  the  excavation  on  the  part  of  said  party  of  the  first  part  of 
these  presents. 

The  said  party  of  the  first  part  shall  not  be  liable  in  any  way 
for  any  accident  or  damage  to  said  party  of  the  second  part,  its 
agents,  or  servants,  in  consequence  of  the  exercise  by  the  party 
of  the  first  part,  its  agents,  or  servants,  of  its  rights  or  to  con- 
trol waters  of  said  river,  or  from  any  other  causes  whatever 
arising  from  the  use  or  enjoyment  by  them  of  their  mills  and 
property,  or  of  the  waters  of  said  river. 

It  is  hereby  mutually  understood  and  agreed  by  and  between 
the  parties  hereto,  that  the  word  "  stone,"  as  herein  used,  shall 
mean  the  loose,  detached  stone  or  boulders  in  contra-distinction 
to  solid  ledge,  and  the  word  "ledge,"  as  herein  used,  shall  be 
construed  to  mean  the  great  mass  of  fixed  or  bed  rock. 

In  Witness  Whereof,  the  said  Great  Falls  Manufacturing 
Company  has  hereunto  set  its  corporate  name  and  seal   by  a 
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majority  of  its  directors  legall3'  authorized  hereunto,  and  the 
said  City  of  Somersworth  has  hereunto  set  its  corporate  name 
and  seal  by  Christopher  H.  Wells,  Mayor  of  said  City,  and  Cyrus 
Freeman,  President  of  the  Common  Council  thereof,  also  duly 
authorized  hereunto  by  said  party  of  the  second  part,  the  day 
and  year  first  above  mentioned. 

Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Company, 

BY 

J.  Howard  Nichols, 
Approved.  Treasurer. 

George  P.  Gardner, 
T.  Jefferson  Coolidge, 
Charles  W.  Amory, 
George  Wiggles  worth. 

City  of  Somersworth, 

BY 

Christopher  H.  Wells, 

Mayor. 
Cyrus  Freeman, 

President  of  Common  Council. 


SEWER  CONSTRUCTION. 


SoMERSwoRTH,  Octobei"  7,  1895. 

To  the  Common  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  Sewers,  and  Drains, 
to  whom  was  referred  tlie  matter  of  extension  of  sewers,  report 
tliat  the  needs  of  the  city  demand  the  completion  of  the  sewer 
system  substantially  as  per  plan  furnished  by  Frank  A.  Merrill, 
dated  October  1,  1885,  and  adopted  by  the  town  and  nearly 
finished  in  the  southern  part  of  the  same.  And  your  committee 
recommend  that  the  same  be  completed  throughout  the  city  as 
soon  as  possible  with  due  regard  to  economy,  under  the  super- 
vision of  a  competent  engineer,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
city  councils,  and  that  a  sufficient  appropriation  be   made  to 

cover  cost  of  the  same. 

(Signed)  A.  A.  Perkins, 

P.  H.  Stiles, 
E.  A.  Smith, 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  Sewers,  and  Drains. 


Resolved  by  the  Common  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  concurring.  That  the  Committee  on  Streets,  Sewers, 
and  Drains  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered  to 
secure  the  services  of  a  competent  engineer,  who  shall  give  to 
said  committee  estimates  of  cost  of  the  completion  of  the  sewer- 
age system. 

Passed  October  8,  1895. 


SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  Octobcr  29,  1895. 

To  the  Board  of  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  Sewers,  and  Drains, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  instructing  them  to  employ 
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a  competent  engineer  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  com- 
pleting the  system  of  sewers,  report : 

That  they  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them  and 
herewith  submit  the  engineer's  report  and  estimate  as  part  of 
this  report,  recommend  its  adoption,  and  that  the  sum  of  four- 
teen thousand  dollars  ($14,000)  be  raised  by  note  and  appro- 
priated for  'he  completion  of  the  same,  and  that  the  sewers  be 
finished  in  accordance  therewith  as  soon  as  possible,  not  later 
than  June  15,  1896. 

(Signed)  A.  A.  Perkins, 

P.  H.  Stiles, 
E.  A.  Smith, 
Committee  on  Streets.,  Sewers,  and  Drains. 


To  the  Committee  on  Sewers  and  Drains,  Somersworth,  N.  H.: 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  and  estimate  : 

In  that  part  of  the  system  of  sewers  already  laid,  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  intention  to  follow  the  plans  in  any 
respect,  and  no  thought  as  to  the  extension  of  the  system. 
There  are  no  lamp  holes  for  the  ventilation  and  examination 
of  the  sewers,  and  the  outlets  in  the  manholes,  so  far  as  I 
have  examined  them,  are  all  too  high.  For  that  reason  I 
think  it  doubtful  if  the  territory  around  Orange  street  and  that 
around  the  lower  part  of  High  street.  Garden  street,  and  the 
west  end  of  Fremont  street  can  be  drained  into  the  manholes 
intended  to  receive  the  sewerage  of  those  sections. 

The  sewers  in  Page  street  and  Maple  street  I  think  would 
have  to  be  laid  at  a  lower  level  than  that  shown  in  the  plan, 
on  account  of  the  cutting  down  of  those  streets,  and  I  would 
advise  that  in  building  those  sev^ers  no  attention  be  paid  to  the 
Lincoln-street  sewer,  but  to  go  underneath  it  and  into  the  man- 
hole at  Linden  street. 

The  sewerage  from  Grove  and  Highland  streets  I  think  had 
better  be  carried  down  High  street  and  into  a  manhole  at  the 
head  of  Fore  street. 

In  the  following  estimate  I  have  only  given  the  cost  of  such 
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sewers  as  I  think  can 
from  the  plan  : 
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Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  F.  S.  Berry, 

Civil  Engineer. 


Resolved  by  the  Common  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  concurring,  That  the  city  raise  by  notes,  the  sum  of 
$14,000,  and  that  as  much  thereof  as  may  be  needed  be  appro- 
priated to  complete  the  sewerage  system  of  the  city,  as  con- 
templated in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  Sewers, 
and  Drains,  submitted  to  these  bodies  October  30,  1895. 

And  be  it  further  resolved  that  said  committee  be  given  full 
power  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  work  of  construction  in  such 
manner  as  in  their  judgment  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city. 


NEW   WATER-WORKS   CONSTRUCTION. 


Reports  Presented  and  Resolutions  Passed  During  Year. 


To  the  City  Councils  of  Somersworth : 

Believing  that  the  health,  comfort,  and  convenience  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  city  demand  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  house- 
hold as  well  as  for  hydrant  purposes,  also  that  the  sewerage  system 
should,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  be  completed,  we,  the  undersigned, 
citizens  and  tax-payers  of  Somersworth,  do  hereby  respectfully  ask 
and  urge  that  you  give  the  subject  your  earnest  consideration  ;  that 
you  establish,  under  municipal  ownership,  a  water  supply  for  the 
city,  and  that  you  complete  the  sewerage  systeix!,  or  make  such 
extensions  thereof  as  may  seem  to  you  advisable.  We  would 
furthermore  urge  upon  you  the  importance  of  speedy  action  in  this 
regard. 

[Signed]  John  W.  Bates,  and  169  others. 

Voted,  May  21,  1895,  That  petition  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee of  five, — Aldermen  Wingate  and  Hussey,  and  Councllmen 
Harmon,  Bedell,  and  Murray. 


WATER    SUPPLY    AND     SEWERAGE. 


REPORT    OF   JOINT    SPECIAL    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    CITY    COUNCILS. 


To  the  City  Councils : 

The  undersigned  have  considered  the  petition  referred  to  them 
by  the  city  councils,  and  believe  that  before  the  sewerage  system 
is  completed  or  extended,  there  should  be  a  city  water  supply,  so 
the  sewers  can  be  properly  flushed.  They  think  that  the  work  of 
establishing  a  water  supply,  and  completing  the  sewerage  system 
can  be  carried  on  together  with  economy,  and  at  a  less  expense 
each,  than  if  it  were  completed  alone.  They  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  report  of  the  water  committee  of  the  city  councils 
for  1894-5,  said  committee  having  gone  over  the  ground  thoroughly, 
and  having  received  the  assistance  and  advice  of  an  expert  engineer. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  only  source  of  supply  which  promises 
the  city  an  abundance  of  water  at  all  times,  and  under  all  condi- 
tions, is  the  Salmon  Falls  river,  and  that  this  source  of  supply  is, 
all  things  considered,  the  best  and  the  only  available  one,  unless, 
perhaps,  sufficient  water  can  be  obtained  by  driven  wells,  a  point 
which  your  committee  thinks  may  profitably  be  inquired  into  while 
the  construction  of  the  works  is  going  on.  We  think  that  if  ground 
water  can  be  found  anywhere  in  the  limits  of  the  city,  it  can  be 
found  in  the  lowland  lying  alongside  the  river,  somewhere  near 
where  it  would  be  advisable  to  put  the  pumping  station. 

The  committee  also  think,  in  order  to  have  the  work  done  easily 
and  promptly,  it  is  better  to  have  the  matter  of  the  construction 
and  caring  for  details  left  to  a  smaller  body  than  the  city  councils. 
Therefore  we  would  make  the  following  recommendations  : 

1.  That  the  city  establish  a  system  of  municipal  water-works, 
and  that,  in  connection  with  the  work  of  constructing  the  same, 
the  city  make  such  an  extension  of  the  sewerage  system  as  shall 
meet  the  sanitary  needs  of  the  city. 

2.  That  for  a  source  of  supply  the  water  be  taken  from  tlie 
Salmon  Falls  river  at  a  point  above  Blake's  ice-house,  and  that  a 
pumping  station,  properly  equipped,  be  located  conveniently  near. 

3.  That  tests  for   driven  wells  be  made   in   the   vicinity  of   the 
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pumping  station,  so   far  as   will  be   necessary  to    show  whether  or 
not  ground  water  can  be  obtained  in  abundance. 

4.  That  the  pumping  station  be  located  so  that,  in  case  of 
necessity,  some  method  of  filtering  can  be  adopted. 

5.  That  the  present  water-works  plant  of  the  Great  Falls 
Manufacturing  Co.,  outside  its  yard,  be  obtained  by  the  city,  the 
same  to  be  by  purchase,  or  under  the  methods  provided  by  the  act 
of  the  legislature  granting  the  city  the  right  to  establish  water- 
works, or  that  the  matter  of  the  value  of  the  plant  be  referred  to  a 
commission  of  three  disinterested  persons. 

6.  That  the  mayor,  and  one  alderman  elected  by  the  board  of 
aldermen  by  ballot  and  major  vote,  the  president  of  the  common 
council,  and  two  members  elected  by  that  board  by  ballot  and 
major  vote,  and  two  citizens  at  large,  elected  by  ballot  and  major 
vote,  by  city  councils  in  convention,  be  a  committee  or  a  commis- 
sion, or  agents  of  the  city,  to  proceed  with  the  work  of  procuring 
plans  and  specifications  for  water-works,  substantially  the  same  as 
reported  to  last  year's  councils  ;  that  said  committee,  commission, 
or  agents  be  authorized  to  proceed  with  the  work  at  the  earliest 
practicable  date,  and  do  all  that  the  city  councils  themselves  might 
do  in  relation  to  the  work,  provided,  however,  that  before  proceed- 
ing upon  the  work,  the  plans  and  specifications  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  city  councils  for  approval.  Also  that  said  committee,  com- 
mission, or  agents  have  authority  to  appoint  the  commissioner  in 
behalf  of  the  city,  to  determine  the  value  of  the  Great  Falls  Manu- 
facturing Co.'s  plant,  and  that  said  committee,  commission,  or 
agents,  be  empowered  to  proceed  to  acquire  said  plant  under  the 
manner  laid  down  in  the  said  water  act. 

Also  that  said  committee,  or  commission,  or  agents  be  instructed 
to  proceed  with  said  work  of  construction  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment,  so  that  said  plant  may  be  in  operation  before  the  time  for 
another  diphtheria  scourge  or  epidemic  to  set  in. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

David  Wingate, 
F.  A.  HussEY, 
C.  H.  Harmon, 
W.  E.  Bedell, 
John  Murray, 
Joint  Special  Committee. 
4 
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Presented  June  4,  1895.  Recommendations  amended  June  18, 
as  follows,  and  adopted  as  amended  : 

1.  That  the  city  establish  a  system  of  municipal  water-works,  and 
that,  in  connection  with  the  work  of  constructing  the  same,  the  city 
make  such  an  extension  of  the  sewerage  system  as  shall  meet  the 
sanitary  needs  of  the  city. 

3.  That  tests  for  driven  wells  be  made,  so  far  as  wiU  be  neces- 
sary to  show  whether  or  not  ground  water  can  be  obtained  in 
abundance. 

4.  That  the  pumping  station  be  located  so  that,  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, some  method  of  filtering  can  be  adopted. 

5.  That  the  present  water-works  plant  of  the  Great  Falls  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  outside  its  yard,  be  obtained  by  the  city,  the  same  to 
be  by  purchase,  or  under  the  methods  provided  by  the  act  of  the 
legislature  granting  the  city  the  right  to  establish  water-works,  or 
that  the  matter  of  the  value  of  the  plant  be  referred  to  a  commis- 
sion of  three  disinterested  persons. 

6.  That  two  members  of  the  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen 
elected  by  ballot  and  major  vote,  and  three  members  of  the  com- 
mon council  elected  by  ballot  and  major  vote,  be  a  committee,  or  a 
commission,  or  agents  of  the  city  to  proceed  with  the  work  of 
procuring  plans  and  specifications  for  water-works  ;  that  said  com- 
mittee, commission,  or  agents  be  authorized  to  proceed  with  the 
work  at  the  earliest  practicable  date,  and  do  all  that  the  city  coun- 
cils themselves  might  do  in  relation  to  the  work,  provided,  how- 
ever, that  before  proceeding  upon  the  work,  or  making  any  contract 
for  work  of  construction,  the  plans  and  specifications  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  city  councils  for  approval.  Also  that  said  committee 
be  instructed  to  confer  with  the  treasurer  of  the  Great  Falls  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  to  determine  the  most  satisfactory  manner  of  pro- 
curing the  water  property  of  the  company  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment,  and  report  to  the  city  councils  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  following  joint  standing  committee  on  water  supply  was 
elected  in  accordance  with  above  recommendation  :  Mayor  Wells, 
Alderman  Libby,  Councilmen  Smith,  Harmon,  and  Murray. 


EEPORT  OF  THE 
JOINT  STANDING  COMMITTEE   ON  WATER  SUPPLY 

TO   THE 

City  Councils  of  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  August  30,  1895. 


SoMERswoRTH.  N.  H.,  August  19,  1895. 
To  the  City  Councils: 

Gentlemen  :  Your  joint  special  committee  on  water  supply 
have  given  the  subject  assigned  them  careful  and  thorough  con- 
sideration, and  beg  leave  to  submit  their  conclusions  and  views 
to  3'our  honorable  bodies. 

The  first  aspect  of  the  matter  to  engage  their  attention  had 
reference  to  the  driving  of  wells,  in  order  to  determine  whether 
or  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  good  water  could  be  obtained  by 
that  method.  Your  committee  went  over  the  ground  with  rep- 
resentatives of  two  firms  of  driven-well  contractors  at  different 
times,  showing  them  whatever  localities  appeared  to  be  in  any 
way  available  for  wells,  and  both  these  representatives  reached 
exactly  the  same  conclusion,  which  was  that  if  water  could  be 
found  in  a  sufficient  quantity,  it  would  be  found  in  a  locality 
near  the  Salmon  Falls  river,  either  in  the  Bagley  field  or  the 
Blake  pasture,  and  that  if  it  could  not  be  found  there,  it  could 
not  in  the  citv. 

The  figures  handed  in  by  the  two  men  were  considered  by 
the  committee  and  the  contract  of  driving  test  wells  was 
awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder,  which  was  the  firm  of  B.  F. 
Smith  &  Bro.,  of  Boston.  Believing  that  the  members  of  this 
firm,  with  their  long  experience  in  the  driven-well  business, 
would  reach  better  results  if  unhampered  by  any  advice  or 
directions  on  the   part  of  the  committee,  they  were  allowed  to 
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follow  their  own  judgment  in  the  matter  and  to  select  localities 
and  drive  wells  wherever  they  thought  best. 

Two  wells  were  therefore  driven  by  them  in  the  Bagley  field 
near  the  "  Red  brook,"  but  at  a  depth  of  about  thirty  feet  a 
close  formation,  or  hard  pan,  was  struck,  which  discouraged  the 
operators  from  further  attempts  in  this  vicinity.  The  next 
locality  to  be  tested  by  them  was  Blake's  pasture  close  to  the 
river.  Here  a  number  of  tests  were  made.  There  seemed  to  be 
a  quicksand  in  some  places  that  interfered  with  the  work  to  some 
extent.  A  number  of  pipes  were  sunk  with  unsatisfactory  re- 
sults and  pulled  up  again.  Finally  eight  wells,  which  seemed 
to  be  good  ones,  were  driven,  a  sufflcieut  number,  it  was  be- 
lieved, for  a  satisfactory  test  of  the  supply  in  the  ground. 

A  sample  of  this  water  was  sent  to  the  state  chemist,  Prof. 
Fred  W.  Morse,  of  Durham,  for  analysis,  and  the  results  of  the 
analysis  were  highly  satisfactory. 

A  contract  was  then  entered  into  with  the  same  firm  to  make 
a  pumping  test  of  these  wells.  The  wells  were  connected  and' 
the  test  began  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  5th  instant.  Ao' 
accident  happened  to  the  boiler  by  the  bursting  of  a  flue,  whicb 
necessitated  a  change  in  the  steam-making  arrangements  and  a 
consequent  delay.  The  boiler  was  therefore  removed,  and  the 
steam-roller  was  put  in  its  place  and  furnished  adequate  steam 
for  the  purpose.  The  test  was  therefore  resumed  and  continued 
until  the  engineer  in  charge  and  Mr.  C.  G.  Smith,  of  the  firm  of 
B.  F.  Smith  &  Bro.,  felt  that  the  yielding  capacity  of  the  soil 
had  been  satisfactorily  determined.  The  total  cost  of  driving 
the  wells  and  making  the  test  was  about  $550.  The  results- 
of  the  test  are  shown  by  the  report  of  the  firm,  which  is  made 
a  part  of  this  report,  and  which  is  as  follows  : 

REPORT  MADE   TO   COMMITTEE   BY  DRIVEN-WELL,  ENGINEERS. 

Boston,  Mass.,  August  3,  1895. 
The  Honorable  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  : 

Gentlemen:  We  regret  very  much  to  be  obliged  to  report  unfavor- 
ably on  the  driven-well  system  for  the  city  of  Somersworth.  The  lo- 
cation near  the  river  is  the  most  favorable,  but  even  then  the  condi- 
tions are  such  that  we  consider  it  not  practicable  to  experiment  fur- 
ther with  driven  wells.  The  wells  cannot  be  driven  deep  enough  as 
we  strike  ledge  at  about  twenty  feet,  some  of  them  at  less.     At  the- 
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pumping  test  the  water  is  drawn  down  in  the  earth  so  that  the  upper 
holes  in  the  pipe  are  above  the  water  line;  then  the  pump  takes  in 
air,  and  of  course  breaks  the  column  of  water.  By  running  the  pump 
fifteen  or  sixteen  strokes,  we  are  able  to  show  from  1}^  to  1^  inches 
■over  the  two-foot  weir,  which  would  be  as  follows : 

Amount  of  water  flowing  over  two-foot  weir  in  sharp  crest. 
Depth.  Gals,  per  min.  Gals.  In  24  hours. 

1)4  in.  84.6  121,824 

11^  in.  97.2  139,968 

1}4  in.  132.3  190,512 

It  would  be  useless  to  drive  more  wells  at  this  location.  There  is  not 
enough  water  to  supply  four  2I2  in.  wells.  I  have  not  been  shown  any 
better  place  for  driven  wells  than  where  the  test  was  made  near  the 
river. 

A  well  could  be  dug  and  bricked  up  thirty  feet  by  twenty  feet, 
which  would  yield  more  water  than  the  pipes  driven,  for  the  reason 
that  the  water  would  be  coming  into  the  well  by  gravitation,  and  in  the 
morning  a  pump  could  be  started  up  quite  rapidly  and  the  well  would 
yield  about  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  gallons  at  once.  If  you  did 
not  want  to  go  to  the  expense  of  digging  such  a  large  hole,  a  smaller 
one,  ten  feet  in  diameter,  where  the  best  driven  well  is,  could  be  dug, 
and  if  the  water  came  clear  and  in  a  fair  quantity,  then  dig  a  well 
large  enough  to  yield  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  gallons  of  water 
per  day. 

Yours  truly, 
[Signed]  B.  F.  Smith  &  Bro. 

There  is  a  suggestion,  in  the  foregoing  report  of  the  driven- 
well  engineers,  as  to  dug  wells,  and  to  investigate  further  into 
this  method  of  obtaining  a  water  supply  a  sub-committee  of 
jour  committee  went  to  Marblehead  and  Swampscott,  Mass., 
and  examined  the  dug  wells  at  those  places.  They  returned 
with  a  very  favorable  idea  of  them,  and  thought  them  very  de- 
sirable, provided  there  would  be  the  promise  of  a  satisfactory 
supply  of  water. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Engineer  Wheeler  that  the  report  of 
B.  F.  Smith  &  Bro.  showed  pretty  conclusively  that  there  was 
not  enough  water  to  be  obtained  from  dug  wells  to  supply  the 
■city,  and  that  there  could  not  be  any  more  obtained  from  a  well 
than  was  pumped  from  the  pipes,  which  would  be  but  a  small 
part  of  what  would  be  required  by  the  city  for  a  daily  supply, 
and  recourse  would  then  have  to  be  had  to  another  source 
which  could  only  be  the  Salmon  Falls  river. 
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Therefore  it  seems  best  to  your  committee  to  take  all  the  water 
from  the  same  source,  the  river,  and  have  it  filtered  by  what  is 
called  the  filter-bed  process,  a  process  which  is  as  similar  to 
Nature's  way  of  filtering  water  as  it  is  possible  for  man  to  de- 
vise, and  the  water  passing  through  it  is  made  as  pure  and 
clear  as  spring  water.  If,  however,  you  should  see  fit  to  insist 
on  making  a  test  of  the  dug  well  method,  such  a  well  could  be 
dug  during  the  erection  of  the  pumping  station,  and  if  the  re- 
sults of  the  well  should  prove  fairly  satisfactory,  it  could  be 
used  as  a  well,  supplemented  by  what  water  would  have  to  be 
taken  from  the  river.  If  unsatisfactory  as  a  well,  it  could  be 
converted  into  a  filter  bed,  with  practically  no  waste  of  money. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  12th,  and  the  next  day,  your  com- 
mittee held  a  quite  exhaustive  consultation  with  Engineer  William 
Wheeler  of  Boston.  They  went  over  the  ground  with  him 
thoroughly  with  a  view  to  the  location  of  a  pumping  station » 
standpipe,  and  such  lines  of  piping  between  the  same  and 
about  the  city  as  seem  advisable  to  your  committee  to  lay  at 
the  present  time. 

The  location  chosen  for  the  pumping  station  is  the  Blake  pas- 
ture on  the  high  ground  between  the  river  and  the  railroad 
track,  near  the  fence  as  it  now  stands,  and  your  committee 
would  recommend  that  the  city  take  liberally  of  said  land  on 
the  easterly  side  of  the  river,  in  order  to  hold  it  secure  against 
the  danger  of  any  contamination  or  disfigurement  in  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  the  station,  or  filter  plant. 

As  a  location  for  the  proposed  standpipe,  the  committee  have 
selected  a  point  in  the  Noble  lot,  on  a  piece  of  land  which,  if 
not  the  highest,  is  within  a  very  few  feet  of  the  highest  point 
on  Prospect  hill.  It  is  between  Hamilton  and  Noble  streets, 
next  to  land  of  Mrs.  J.  S.  Haines.  This  lot  is  remarkably  well 
adapted  for  the  purpose.  Not  only  is  it  the  highest  available 
spot,  but  it  is  more  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  there- 
fore in  the  centre  of  water  distribution,  than  any  other  locality 
that  could  be  selected. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  report  contemplates  the  establish- 
ment of  a  system  independent  of  the  present  system,  so  far  as- 
the  standpipe,  reservoir,  and  main  line  of  piping  are  concerned. 
The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  even  in  case  of  the  pur- 
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chase  by  the  city  of  the  present  reservoir  and  standpipe,  it 
would  be  desirable  to  erect  a  larger  standpipe  in  order  to  fur- 
nish a  supply  of  water  which  will  last  over  night,  thus  obviat- 
ing the  necessity  of  having  a  night,  as  well  as  a  day,  crew  on 
duty  at  the  pumping  station.  A  system  liive  that  outlined 
in  this  report  would  give  an  efficient,  high-pressure  service, 
ready  for  hydrant  or  domestic  service  at  all  times. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  season  is  now  pretty  well  advanced, 
it  may  be  said  that  there  should  be  all  reasonable  haste  on  the 
part  of  the  city  councils  in  dealing  with  this  matter,  and  with  a 
view  to  expediting  affairs  as  much  as  possible,  it  would  be  well 
to  authorize  the  advertising  for  bids  on  iron  pipe,  as  it  is  likely 
that  with  the  brisk  condition  of  that  business  at  this  time,  it 
might  not  be  possible  to  get  the  pipes  here  in  season  to  lay  this 
fall  unless  the  contract  were  entered  into  at  an  early  day. 

It  would  also  be  advisable,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
to  instruct  some  committee  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  work  of 
construction,  giving  them  such  wise  latitude  of  action  as  shall 
enable  the  work  to  proceed  with  reasonable  haste,  so  that  the 
system  shall,  so  far  as  possible,  be  in  full  operation  before  win- 
ter sets  in. 

To  summarize,  therefore,  your  committee  would  make  the 
following  recommendations  : 

(1)  That  the  plans  and  specifications  submitted  herewith  be 
approved,  and  that  the  city  construct  a  system  of  water-works 
in  substantial  accordance  with  them. 

(2)  That  the  city  take  all  lines  of  water-pipe  and  piping  in- 
cluding service  pipes,  and  all  other  water-rights  and  privileges 
of  the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  outside  its  mill  yard, 
with  the  exception  of  the  standpipe,  reservoir,  and  main  line  of 
pipe  connecting  therewith. 

(3)  That  the  city  raise  by  note  an  adequate  sum  and  appro- 
priate the  same  for  the  construction  of  a  system  of  municipal 
water-works,  substantially  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and 
specifications  herewith  submitted. 

(4)  That  some  committee  be  instructed  and  authorized  to 
proceed  at  once  with  the  work  of  construction,  and  that  they 
be  given  such  latitude  of  action  as  will  enable  the  work  to  be 
carried  on  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
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Your  committee  also  submit  to  you,  for  your  consideration,  a 
communication  from  Mr.  J.  Howard  Nichols,  treasurer  of  the 
Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  com- 
pany's plant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chris.  H.  Wells, 

F.   E.   LiBBT, 

E.  A.  Smith, 
Chas.  H.  Harmon, 
John  Murray, 
Joiyit  Sjyecial  Coynmittee  on  Water  Supply. 


ENGINEER  WHEELER' S   REPORT   TO   THE   COMMITTEE. 

Boston,  Mass.,  August  19,  1895. 

To  the  Honorable  Committee  on  Water  Supply  of  the  City  of  Somers- 
worth,  iV.  R. : 

Gentlemen:  In  accordance  with  your  verbal  instructions  given  me 
at  Somersworth  the  13th  inst.,  I  have  revised  the  estimate  submitted 
to  the  city  council  last  year  for  a  system  of  water-works  for  the  city 
of  Somersworth,  comformably  to  the  clianges  in  the  plan  thereof,  as 
discussed  and  agreed  upon  by  you  on  the  above  date. 

The  said  changes  consist 

First — In  the  location  of  the  pumping  station  on  land  of  Charles  F. 
Blake,  between  the  railroad  and  the  river,  near  the  point  at  which  the 
lane  leading  dow  n  from  Rocky  Hill  road  crosses  the  railroad. 

Second — In  discarding  the  reservoir,  standpipe,  and  force  main  of 
the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.  as  component  parts  of  the  proposed 
new  system  of  works;  and  in  providing  a  complete  system  of  supply 
and  distribution  pipes  for  the  proposed  works  of  the  city,  entirely  in- 
dependent of  the  said  works  of  that  company. 

Third — In  fixing  the  site  for  the  standpipe  of  the  proposed  new- 
works  upon  a  high  point  in  a  vacant  lot  of  land  lying  between  Hamil- 
ton and  Noble  streets,  and  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  from  Grand  street.  This  site  presents  an  excellent 
foundation  of  ledge,  which  appears  from  casual  examination  to  be  as 
high  as  any  land  on  Prospect  hill  outside  the  reservoir  lot  of  the  Great 
Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  is,  therefore,  unsurpassed  by  any  of  the 
sites  which  have  been  considered  for  the  location  of  a  standjiipe  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  city. 

Fourth — In  increasing  the  diameter  of  the  standpipe  from  thirty - 
five  feet  to  forty  feet,  and  its  height  from, eighty  feet  to  ninety  feet. 

Fifth — In  order  to  insure  that  the  water  supply  from  the  river  shall 
be  made  entirely  safe  and  harmless  as  against  possible  contamination 
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or  pollution,  I  propose  and  recommend  that  a  system  of  filtration  be 
provided;  and  that  for  such  purpose  the  filter-bed  process  in  common 
use  in  European  cities  and  towns  be  adopted.  This  system  of  filtra- 
tion has  been  tried  at  Lawrence,  Mass.,  where  the  works  were  con- 
structed under  the  direction  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of 
Health;  and  experience  has  shown  conclusively  that  by  this  system 
the  rivers  of  Europe,  which  are  used  as  the  sources  of  water  supply  of 
cities  and  towns  aggregating  more  than  20,000,000  population,  and 
which  receive  the  drainage  of  nearly  half  as  many  people  as  are  sup- 
plied thereby,  have  been  made  safe  and  wholesome,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  such  streams  have  been  polluted,  in  many  cases,  to  an 
extent  far  exceeding  that  of  any  source  of  supply  for  our  American 
cities  and  towns. 

The  estimated  cost  of  such  a  filter  for  the  city. of  Somersworth,  hav- 
ing a  capacity  of  750,000  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours  of  continuous 
operation,  is  $20,000. 

The  entire  estimate  for  the  proposed  works  is  as  follows: 

ESTIMATE     OF   THE     COST    OF   A   SYSTEM    OF    WATEK-WORKS     FOR    THE 
CITY  OF   SOMERSWORTH,  N.  H. 

(Exclusive  of  piping  owned  by  said  city  that  may  be  incorporated 
into  said  system.) 

/.  Pumping  Station. 

River  connections  and  screen  well       .        .        .  $2,.'500.00 

Pump  well 1,.500.00 

Engine,  and  boiler  house,  and  chimney       .        .  8,.500.00 

Coal  shed  and  siding  at  railroad  ....  1,. 500.00 
Pumping  engines,  in  duplicate  or  with  auxiliary 

plant,    capacity  1,250,000   gal.  each  per  day; 

including  foundations 10,000.00 

Boilers  (2)  erected 2,000.00 

Grading  and  roadway 2,000.00 

Total,  exclusive  of  land  and  water  rights    .  $28,000.00 

11.  Standpipe. 

(Diameter  40  ft. ;  height  90  ft.) 

Foundation  and  grading $1,500.00 

Superstructure 14,000.00 

Connections 500.00 


Total,  exclusive  of  land $16,000.00 

III.  Supply  and  Distribution  Pipes. 
1,200  ft.  of  16  in.  pipe,  laid  at  $2.00     .        .        .      $2,400.00 
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6,100  ft.  of  12  in.  pipe,  laid  at  $1.37 

10,750  ft.  of  8  in.  pipe,  laid  at  87c. 

16,175  ft.  of  6  in.  pipe,  laid  at  67c. 

2,700  ft.  of  4  in.  pipe  laid  at  50c.  . 

Rock  excavation,  estimated  at 

Cutting  and  connecting  with  existing  pipes 


Deduct  net  value  of  pipe  to  be  taken  up  and  re- 
laid: 

775  ft.  8  in.  pipe  at  30c 

725  ft,  6  in.  pipe  at  20c 

1,025  ft.  4  in.  pipe  at  10c 


Deduct 
Net  total 


$8,357.00 
9,352.50 

10,837.25 
1,350.00 
2,500.00 
1,000.00 

$35,796.75 


$232.50 
145.00 
102.50 

$480.00 

$35,796.75 
480.00 


$35,316.75 


IV.   Valves  and  Fire  Hydrants. 


2  16in.  valves,  set    . 

11  12in.  valves,  set  . 

25  Sin.  valves,  set    . 

59  6in.  valves,  set     . 

11  4in.  valves,  set     . 

108  valve  boxes 

29  new  2- way  fire  hydrants 

11  new  4-way  fire  hydrants 


Add  for  engineering  and  contingencies,  15  per  cent 


.   37.50  412.50 

.   20.00  500.00 

.   14.00  826.00 

.   10.00  110.00 

4.00  432.00 

.   30.00  870.00 

.   50.00  550.00 

$3,840.50 

$3,840.50 

$83,157.25 

per  cent.  . 

12,473.59 

Total,  exclusive  of  land  and  water  rights,  and  of  filter 
works $95,630.84 


V.  Filter  Plant. 

Add  for  covered  filter  bed,  having  an  area  of  about  12,000 
square  feet 20,000.00 

Grand  total $115,630.84 

As  compared  with  the  estimate  submitted  last  year,  I  have  added 
5  per  cent,  for  contingencies  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  prices  on  cast- 
iron  pipe  and  pvimping  machinery  and  supplies  have  advanced  some- 
what since  that  time,  while  the  specific  items  in  the  present  estimates 
covering  such  supplies  I  have  left  substantially  unchanged. 
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The  approximate  quantities  of  distribution  pipes,  valves,  and  hy- 
drants already  laid  by  the  city  that  may  be  incorporated  into  the  fore- 
going system  of  works,  but  not  included  in  the  estimates,  are  as 
follows: 

8-inch  pipe,  3,550  lineal  feet. 
6-inch  pipe,  8,050  lineal  feet. 
Valves,  number  unknown. 
Hydrants,  31. 

Adding  these  quantities  of  existing  pipes, valves,  and  hydrants  to  those 
covered  by  the  foregoing  estimate,  we  have  the  following  quantities  of 
supply  and  distribution  pipes,  valves,  and  hydrants  comprised  within 
the  entire  system  of  works  now  proposed  to  be  constructed : 

16  inch  pipe,      1,200  lineal  feet. 
12        "  6,100 

8        "  14,300 

6        "  24,225 

4        "  2,700  " 


Total  pipe,  48,525  "  equal  9.19  miles. 

Yalves,  of  all  sizes,  108. 

Hydrants,  old  and  new,  71. 

I  also  send  herewith  sundry  tables  showing, — 

First — The  locations  and  schedules  of  the  new  pipes  proposed  to  be 
laid. 

Second — The  old  pipes  now  owned  by  the  city  to  be  incorporated 
into  the  proposed  works. 

Third — The  old  pipes  of  the  city  to  be  taken  up  and  replaced  by 
larger  pipes. 

I  am  also  sending  you  under  separate  cover  a  general  plan  of  that 
poi-tion  of  the  city  to  be  covered  by  the  proposed  system  of  works, 
showing  the  locations  and  sizes  of  the  various  supply  and  distribution 
pipes  comprised  in  the  system  and  certain  extensions  thereof  that 
may  be  required  hereafter  to  furnish  a  proper  fire  protection,  as  well 
as  domestic  service,  to  the  more  thickly  populated  portions  of  the  city, 
and  showing  also  the  proposed  locations  for  gates  and  fire  hydrants, 
as  indicated  by  references  thereon.  The  full  lines  in  color  showing 
pipe  locations  upon  said  plan  indicate  new  lines  of  pipes  to  be  laid. 
Broken  lines  indicate  pipes  already  laid  and  owned  by  the  city  which 
are  to  be  incorporated  into  the  proposed  works;  while  dotted  lines  in- 
dicate suggestions  for  future  extensions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  Wheeler, 
Engineer. 
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COMMUNICATION   FROM  TREASURER   NICHOLS. 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  25,  189.5. 
Christopher  H.  Wells,  Mayor  : 

Dear  Sir:  In  reference  to  the  matter  of  the  water-works,  I  have  put 
in  writing  a  proposition,  as  I  wrote  you  T  would  after  conference  with 
counsel.     I  have  made  the  proposition  in  the  alternative. 

First.  The  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.  will  retain  the  stand- 
pipe  and  the  main  pipe  leading  from  it  to  their  mills  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  their  mills  with  water,  and  complying  with  our  contract 
with  the  Boston  &  Maine  railroad,  and  will  sell  to  the  city  of  Somers- 
worth  their  reservoir,  water  pipes,  and  connections,  and  everything 
belonging  to  the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  except  what  is  re- 
served as  before  stated,  the  value  to  be  determined  by  three  disinter- 
ested persons  to  be  selected  in  the  manner  designated  in  our  previous 
conferences. 

Second.  The  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Company  will  retain  their 
reservoir  and  their  main  pipe  leading  from  it  to  their  mills  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  their  mills  with  water,  and  complying  with  our  con- 
tract with  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  and  also  reserve  and  retain 
the  right  to  furnish  a  supj^ly  of  water  to  the  tenements  belonging  to 
the  corporation  chiefly  situated  on  Main  and  Elm  streets  in  Somers- 
worth,  value  to  be  determined  in  the  same  manner  as  stated  in  the 
first  proposition. 

Our  reason  for  reserving  the  right  to  furnish  our  own  tenements  with 
water  on  Main  and  Elm  streets,  if  the  city  does  not  take  the  reservoir, 
is,  that  the  corporation  has  expended  a  good  deal  of  money  in  con- 
structing the  reservoir,  and  has  a  good  deal  invested  in  it,  and  if  the 
city  does  not  desire  to  purchase  it,  the  corporation  ought  to  be  able  to 
make  some  profitable  use  of  it  to  compensate  them  in  part,  for  the 
amount  they  have  invested  in  it. 

The  propositions  that  I  have  made  have  been  made  without  any  con- 
ference with  our  board  of  directors,  who  have  final  power  in  the  mat- 
ter, and,  of  course,  are  subject  to  their  approval  before  they  would  be 
binding  upon  our  corporation.  If  either  is  accepted,  I  will  take 
immediate  steps  to  lay  the  proposition  before  the  board  of  directors 
for  their  approval. 

Yours  very  truly, 

[Signed]        J.  Howard  Nichols, 
Treasurer. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   WATER   SUPPLY. 


Resolved  by  the  Common  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  aiid 
Aldermen  concurring,  That  E.  A.  Smith,  C.  H.  Harmon,  John 
Murray,  on  part  of  Common  Council,  Chi-istopher  H.  Wells  and 
Frank  E.  Libby  on  part  of  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  be  a 
committee,  or  a  commission,  or  agents,  of  the  city,  to  proceed  with 
the  work  of  constructing  a  water-works  system  for  the  city  substan- 
tially in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  specifications  submitted  to 
these  bodies,  and  that  they  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  advertise  for  and  accept  or  reject  bids  for  machinery, 
materials,  or  labor,  and  to  make  contracts  for  the  same  and  sign 
them  in  behalf  of  the  city,  and  to  do  any  and  all  acts  in  relation  to 
the  work  that  the  city  councils  themselves  might  do  in  constructing 
a  system  of  water-works,  provided,  however,  that  no  contract  for 
work  or  material  exceeding  $1,000  shaU  be  made  without  first 
having  been  approved  by  the  city  councils. 

Resolved  by  the  Coynmon  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  concurring,  That  the  city  raise  by  its  notes  the  sum  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  ($50,000),  and  that  the  same  be  appropriated 
toward  the  construction  of  a  system  of  water-works  for  the  city, 
substantially  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  specifications  sub- 
mitted in  the  report  of  the  joint  sj)ecial  committee  on  water  supply. 

Resolved  by  the  Common  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  concurring.  That  the  city  take  all  lines  of  water  pipe  and 
piping,  including  service  pipes,  and  all  other  water  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  outside  its  mill  yard, 
with  the  exception  of  the  standpipe,  reservoir,  and  main  line  of 
pipe  connecting  therewith,  the  price  of  same  being  agreed  upon  by 
arbitration  or  otherwise. 
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SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  Sept.  5,  1895. 
To  the  City  Councils: 

Gentlemen  : — Your  committee  on  water  supply  have  carefully 
considered  the  matter  of  land  needed  in  connection  with  the  pump- 
ing station  and  filtration  plant  of  the  proposed  city  water-works 
system,  and  think  it  desirable  that  the  city  should  own  the  entire  piece 
of  Blake  land  between  Fielden's  creek,  so  called,  on  the  south,  and 
the  land  of  Isaiah  Jones  on  the  north,  and  between  the  Boston  & 
Maine  railroad  and  the  Salmon  Falls  river.  Also  a  strip  of  land 
fifty  feet  wide  for  a  roadway  between  the  Boston  &  Maine  railroad 
and  the  Rocky  Hill  road,  so  called,  the  exact  location  of  this  road- 
way to  be  determined  later. 

Therefore  they  would  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Common  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  concurring.  That  the  city  take  the  following  tract  or 
parcel  of  land  in  this  city : 

Beginning  on  the  line  of  land  of  Boston  &  Maine  railroad  at  the 
southwesterly  corner  of  land  of  Isaiah  Jones,  and  running  thence 
southerly  by  said  railroad  land  1,652  -j^ff_  feet  to  a  stake  set  in  the 
ground ;  thence  by  a  course  south  78  degrees,  40  minutes,  west  to 
the  thread  of  the  Salmon  Falls  river ;  thence  northerly  by  the 
thread  of  said  river  to  a  line  in  extension  of  the  southerly  line  of 
said  Jones's  land ;  thence  westerly  by  said  Jones's  land  and  by  the 
fence  as  it  now  stands  to  the  point  begun  at ;  the  value  of  said  land 
to  be  determined  by  arbitration  or  otherwise. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chris.  H.  Wells, 
Frank  E.  Libby, 
E.  A.  Smith, 
C.  H.  Harmon, 
John  Murray, 
Commissioners  on  Water  Supjply. 

Resolved  by  the  Common  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  co7icurring,  That  the  city  take  the  following  tract  or 
parcel  of  land  in  this  city : 

Beginning  on  the  line  of  land  of  Boston  &  Maine  railroad  at 
the  southwesterly  corner  of  land  of  Isaiah  Jones  and  running  thence 
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southerly  by  said  railroad  land  1,652  -^^  feet  to  a  stake  set  in  the 
ground ;  thence  by  a  course  south  78  degrees,  40  minutes,  west  to 
the  thread  of  the  Salmon  Falls  river ;  thence  northerly  by  the 
thread  of  said  river  to  a  line  in  extension  of  the  southerly  line  of 
said  Jones's  land  ;  thence  westerly  by  said  Jones's  land  and  by  the 
fence  as  it  now  stands  to  the  point  begun  at ;  the  value  of  said  land 
to  be  determined  by  arbitration  or  otherwise. 


SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  Sept.  5,  1895. 
To  the  City  Councils  : 

Gentlemen  : — Your  committee  desire  to  place  before  you  the 
accompanying  communication  from  Mr.  John  Noble,  of  Boston, 
oifering  a  lot  of  land  as  a  location  for  the  proposed  new  standpipe, 
and  would  recommend  its  acceptance  as  involved  in  the  passage  of 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Common  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  concurring^  That  the  offer  of  Mr.  John  Noble,  as  a  gift  to 
the  city  of  a  lot  of  land  at  the  corner  of  proposed  extensions  of 
Grand  and  Hamilton  streets,  as  a  location  for  the  proposed  new 
standpipe,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  these  bodies  be  extended  to  Mr. 
Noble  for  his  generous  gift. 

Resolved,  That  the  city  clerk  be  instructed  to  send  Mr.  Noble  a 

copy  of  these  resolutions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chris.  H.  Wells, 

F.    E.    LiBBY, 

E.  A.  Smith, 
C.  H.  Harmon, 
John  Murray, 
Com,missio7iers  on  Water  Supigly. 


September  3,  1895. 
Hon.  Christopher  H.  Wells, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Soniersworth  : 
My  Dear  Sir  : — Appreciating    the    importance    of   the    city's 
project  to  establish  a  satisfactory  system  of  water-works,  and  the 
great  public  benefit  to  result  therefrom,  I  propose  to  give  to  the 
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city  of  Somersworth  as  a  site  for  the  standpipe  required  therein,  a 
piece  of  land  one  hundred  feet  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet, 
situated  at  the  corner  of  the  proposed  extension  of  Grand  and 
Hamilton  streets,  having  a  frontage  on  the  extension  of  Hamilton 
street  of  one  hundred  feet  and  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  on 
the  extension  of  Grand  street  to  West  High  street,  and  to  convey 
it  to  the  city  by  deed  should  it  see  fit  to  accept  the  gift  of  the  same 
for  the  purpose  named. 

Very  truly  yours, 

[Signed]  John  Noble. 

Resolved  hy  the  Common  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  co7icurring,  That  the  offer  of  Mr.  John  Noble,  as  a  gift 
to  the  city  of  a  lot  of  land  at  the  corner  of  proposed  extensions  of 
Grand  and  Hamilton  streets,  as  a  location  for  the  proposed  new 
standpipe,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  these  bodies  be  extended  to  Mr. 
Noble  for  his  generous  gift. 

Resolved,  That  the  city  clerk  be  instructed  to  send  Mr.  Noble  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions. 


SoMEKSWOBTH,  N.  H.,  Sept.  24,  1895. 
To  the  City  Councils  : 

Gentlemen  : — Your  joint  special  committee  on  water  supply 
have  been  negotiating  with  Mr.  Charles  F.  Blake  relative  to  the 
purchase  of  land  for  a  pumping  station  and  roadway  thereto  from 
the  Rocky  Hill  road.  As  a  result  of  these  negotiations,  Mr.  Blake 
has  made  a  written  proposition  which  is  submitted  herewith  and 
made  a  part  of  this  rejiort. 

It  may  be  said,  by  way  of  explanation,  that  there  are  about 
twenty-seven  and  one-half  acres  of  land  in  the  two  pieces  as  figured 
out  by  the  engineer. 

Your  committee  think  it  desirable  to  have  the  piece  of  land 
agreed  upon  by  both  parties  before  the  city  begins  the  work  of 
construction,  and  any  other  method  of  detei-mining  the  price  than 
by  agreement  would  tend  not  only  toward  considerable  delay,  but 
also  some  expense  and  bother. 

It  is  further  understood  by  Mr.  Blake  and  the  committee,  and 
is  a  part  of  the  proposition,  that  the  city  shall  build  suitable  fences 
along  the  line  of  the  roadway. 


65 

Your  committee  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Blake  be  accepted,  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty-one  hundred 
dollars  (S2,100)  be  paid  him  for  said  land. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chbis.  H.  Wells, 
E.  A.  Smith, 
C  H.  Harmon. 
John  Murray, 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Water  SujjjjIi/. 


SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  Sept.  24,  1895. 
I  hereby  agree  to  accept  for  the  land  taken  by  the  city  Septem- 
ber 5,  for  a  pumping  station,  and  the  fifty-foot  roadway  from  the 
railroad  track  to  the  Rocky  Hill  road  as  laid  out  by  the  engineer, 
for  the  sum  of  $2,100,  the  city  to  build  a  suitable  picket  fence 
along  the  sides  of  said  roadway  and  erect  a  hydrant  on  my  corner; 
and  in  consideration  thereof  to  deed  said  land  to  city,  reserving 
stone  wall. 

C.  F.  Blake. 

SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  October  15,  1895. 
To  the  City  Councils: 

Gentlemen  :  Your  committee  on  water  supply  desire  to  state 
that  the  engineer  has  been  pushing  along  the  work  of  making 
the  plans  for  the  pumping  station  as  rapidly  as  possible,  in 
view  of  the  many  problems  involved,  and  they  will  probably  be 
ready  for  work  to  begin  upon  the  building  at  a  very  early  day. 
If  the  work  is  to  be  done  by  contract,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
have  complete  and  elaborate  specifications  drawn  up  in  order 
that  the  matter  may  be  submitted  to  bidders  for  proposals. 
This  and  the  advertising  for  bids  will  necessitate  a  delay,  which 
at  this  season  of  the  year  means  more  than  it  would  if  the 
season  were  not  so  far  advanced.  Then  after  the  contract 
should  be  awarded,  the  contractor  would  have  to  go  into  the 
market  and  purchase  the  material  and  supplies.  It  may  there- 
fore be  stated  that  letting  the  work  out  by  contract  would 
necessitate   a  delay  of   two  or  three   weeks  of   good  workino- 

weather. 
5 


66 

If,  however,  the  work  be  done  by  day  labor,  your  committee 
could  at  once  purchase  the  material  and  have  it  on  the  ground  ; 
minutely  detailed  plans  would  not  be  necessary,  and  there 
would  not  be  the  delay  incident  to  advertising  for  bids. 

Therefore,   your  committee   would   suggest  and   recommend 
that  the   matter  of  the   building  of  the  pumping  station   and 
other  work  of  construction  connected  therewith  be  referred  to 
them  with  full  power  to  act  as  their  judgment  shall  dictate. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Chuis.  H.  Wells, 
Frank  E.  Libby, 
E.  A.  Smith, 
C.  H.  Harmon, 
John  Murray, 
Committee  on  Water  Supply. 


Somersworth,  N.  H.,  October  30,  1895. 

To  the  City  Councils : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  committee  on  water  supply  would  respect- 
fully present  before  your  honorable  bodies  the  document  an- 
nexed hereto,  providing  for  a  submission  of  the  value  of  the 
water  piping  and  property  rights  of  the  Great  Falls  Manufac- 
turing Company,  taken  by  the  city.  This  document  was  pre- 
pared by  the  counsel  for  both  parties  and  seems  to  involve  a 
most  fair  and  satisfactory  way  of  determining  the  value  afore- 
said. Therefore  your  committee  would  recommend  that  the 
document  be  accepted  and  that  authority  be  delegated  for  its 
execution  on  the  part  of  the  city. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chris.  H.  Wells, 
Frank  E.  Lirby, 
E.  A.  Smith, 
C.  H.  Harmon, 
John  Murray, 
Committee  on  Water  Supply. 
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This  agreement,  made  and  eutered  into  ou  this  ninth  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1895,  b}'  and  between  the  city  of  Soraers- 
worth,  a  municipal  corporation  in  the  county  of  Strafford  and 
state  of  New  Hampsliire,  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  party  of 
the  first  part,  and  the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Company,  a 
corporation  duly  organized  and  existing  under  the  laws  of  said 
state  of  New  Hampshire,  and  having  an  established  place  of 
business  at  said  Somersworth,  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
party  of  the  second  part, 

WITNESSETH  : 

That  whereas  said  city  of  Somersworth,  pursuant  to  the  privi- 
leges and  franchises  granted  to  the  town  of  Somersworth  by 
chapter  143  of  the  Laws  of  New  Hampshire,  approved  Februarv 
12,  A.  D.  1891,  entitled,  "An  act  to  establish  water-works  in 
the  town  of  Somersworth,"  and  by  section  25  of  chapter  171  of 
the  Laws  of  New  Hampshire,  approved.  February  24,  A.  D. 
1893,  entitled,  "An  act  to  establish  the  city  of  Somersworth," 
vested  in  said  city  of  Somersworth,  did  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1895,  vote  "That  the  city  take  all  lines  of 
water  pipe  and  piping,  including  service  pipes,  and  all  other 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, outside  its  mill-yard,  with  the  exception  of  the  stand-pipe, 
reservoir,  and  main  line  of  pipe  connecting  therewith  ;  "  and 
whereas,  on  the  same  date,  it  was  voted  by  said  city  of  Somers- 
worth that  the  value  of  the  property  so  taken  should  be  deter- 
mined by  arbitration,  or  otherwise. 

Now,  therefore,  said  parties  do  hereby  agree  to  submit  to  the 
determination  of  three  referees,  who  shall  be  selected  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  provided,  what  sum  the  party  of  the  first 
part  shall  pay  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  as  the  fair  and 
equitable  value  to  said  party  of  the  second  part  of  its  said  lines 
of  water  pipe  and  piping,  including  service  pipes  and  of  the 
water  rights  and  privileges  now  exercised  by  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  of  distributing  water  through  said  lines  of  water 
pipe  and  piping,  including  service  pipes,  in  said  city  of  Somers- 
worth, outside  of  its  mill-yard  ;  the  privilege  now  exercised  by 
said  party  of  the  second  part  of  distributing  water  through  its 
service   pipes,  connecting  with   main   pipe   now   owned   by  the 
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party  of  the  first  part,  to  be  considered  by  said  referees  in 
determining  said  value,  only  so  far  as  the  referees  shall  deter- 
mine that  said  party  of  the  second  part  has  some  vested  right 
to  the  further  exercise  of  said  privilege. 

That  the  referees  to  determine  the  value  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  parties,  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Water  Supply  acting  in  the  selection  on  behalf  of 
said  party  of  the  first  part,  and  J.  Howard  Nichols,  treasurer  of 
the  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Company,  acting  on  behalf  of 
said  party  of  the  second  part ;  provided,  that  in  case  the  parties 
shall  fail  to  agree,  as  aforesaid,  in  the  selection  of  the  referees, 
then  said  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Water  Supply,  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  party  of  the  first  part,  shall  select  one  referee,  and 
J.  Howard  Nichols  on  behalf  of  the  party  of  the  second  part, 
shall  select  one  referee,  and  the  two  referees  so  selected  shall 
themselves  select  a  third,  who  shall  be  the  third  referee  and 
chairman  of  the  board  of  arbitrators. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  agreed  that  the  findings  and  award 
of  said  board  of  referees,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  final 
and  binding  upon  the  parties  hereto,  provided  that  said  board 
shall  give  due  notice  to  the  parties  of  the  time  and  place  of 
hearing  upon  the  subject  matter  of  this  submission  ;  it  is  also 
provided  that  if  either  party  shall  fail  to  attend  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed  for  such  hearing,  due  notice  of  the  same  having 
been  given,  said  board  of  referees  may  proceed  ex 2)arte. 

It  is  further  understood  and  agreed  that  each  party  hereto 
shall  pay  its  own  expense  and  one  half  of  the  fees  of  said 
referees,  which  may  accrue  in  the  hearings  under  this  submission. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties,  the  city  of  Somersworth 
by  its  Mayor  and  City  Clerk,  both  of  whom  have  been  duly 
authorized  to  execute  this  agreement,  and  the  Great  Falls  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  by  a  majority  of  its  board  of  directors, 
have  hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and  corporate 
seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

In  presence  of, 

David  R.  Pierce,  City  of  Somersworth, 

Sadie  P.  Thompson.  by 

Chris.  H.  Wells,         [Seal.] 
Mayor. 
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Fred  L.  Shapleigh,         [Seal.] 
City  Clerk. 
Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Company. 

BY 

J.  Howard  Nichols,         [Seal.] 
Treasurer. 
Approved. 

T.  Jefferson  Coolidge, 
C.  W.  Amory, 
George  Wigglesworth, 
T.  W.  Marston, 

Directors  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Company. 


Resolved  by  the  Common  Council,  the  Board  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  concurring..  That  the  city  raise  by  its  notes  the  sum 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($50,000),  and  that  the  same  be  ap- 
propriated toward  the  construction  of  a  system  of  water-works 
for  the  city,  substantially  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and 
specifications  submitted  in  the  report  of  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Water  Supply. 


SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  March  3,  1896. 
To  the  City  Coxincils : 

Gentlemen  : — Believing  that  some  account  of  their  steward- 
ship should  be  rendered  to  you  at  the  close  of  the  municipal 
year,  your  joint  special  committee  on  water  supply  desire  to 
submit  to  you  a  partial  report  or  statement  covering  the  work 
already  done  and  to  be  done. 

In  the  beginning  it  may  be  well  to  say  that  some  changes 
were  made  in  the  original  plans,  which  seemed  to  be  advisable. 
One  was  a  change  in  the  location  of  a  side  track  so  as  to  car^y 
the  coal  to  the  door  of  the  boiler  house.  This  change  involved 
some  additional  expense,  but  will  in  the  end  prove  a  matter  of 
economy.  Another  change  was  the  addition  of  another  room 
to  the  building,  so  that  if  the  city  should  in  the  future  desire  to 
do  its  own  electric  lighting,  as  is  done  in  many  places,  it  could 
be  able  to  do  so  at  the  lowest  possible  cost,  effecting  a  substan- 
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tial  annual  saving  to  the  city.  Until  used  as  a  dynamo  room, 
this  additional  room  will  be  valuable  as  a  store-room  and  work- 
shop, which  is  an  important  part  of  every  water-works  plant. 
This  change,  too,  involved  some  additional  expense,  thougli 
but  slight  compared  with  the  benefit  to  be  derived  therefrom  in 
the  future. 

There  have  been  laid  about  five  miles  of  pipe,  in  addition  to 
the  lines  previously  in  the  ground  ;  also  about  sixty  hydrants, 
with  a  complete  system  of  gates  for  shutting  off  the  streets. 

The  standpipe  foundation  is  completed,  all  except  the  brick- 
work, and  work  on  the  iron  superstructure  has  been  begun. 
The  more  difficult  portion  of  this  work,  i.  e.,  the  putting 
together  of  the  bottom  and  the  first  ring,  has  been  completed, 
and  work  on  the  remaining  portion  will  proceed  with  greater 
rapidity.  It  is  probable  that  in  from  six  to  eight  weeks  the 
standpipe  will  be  entirely  completed,  painted,  and  ready  for 
service. 

There  remains  but  very  little  work  to  be  done  at  the  pumping 
station.  The  roof  will  be  all  ready  for  the  slaters  in  a  few  days, 
and  the  building  of  the  floor  in  the  engine  room  and  setting  of 
doors,  windows,  etc.,  constitute  but  a  comparatively  small  piece 
of  work.  The  boilers  have  arrived  and  are  partially  bricked 
in.  The  pumps  are  completed  and  read}'  to  be  sent  here  at  any 
time.  They  can  be  set  up  in  a  week  or  two  after  the  pump 
foundations  and  beds  are  ready  to  receive  them.  It  seems  prob- 
able that  inside  two  months'  time  the  plant  will  be  ready  to 
pump  water  for  the  system. 

There  has  been  expended  on  the  entire  work  up  to 

March  1,  $62,671.06 

There  is  due  on  uncompleted  contracts,  as  per  engi- 
neer's report  submitted  herewith,  24,099.34 

The  total  amount  of  bills  payable  is  1,737.79 

The  engineer's  estimate  for  the  completion  of  the 
work,  including  grading,  etc.,  as  per  his  report 
annexed  hereto,  with  a  percentage  added  for 
contingencies,  is  1,778.20 


Total  present  cost  of  plant,  and  cost  of  completing 

same,  except  filter,  $90,286.39 
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The  foregoing  is  the  work  included  in  the  engineer's 

estimate  of  $95,630.84 


Showing  a  saving  under  the  estimate  of  at  least  $5,344.45 

The  appropriation   made   by   the   city    councils  on 

water- works  account  is  $100,000.00 

Deducting  from  this  the  total  actual  and  estimated 

expenditure,  90,286.39 


Gives  a  balance  of  $9,713.61 

There  has  also  been  expended  on  items  not  of  con- 
struction and  not  included  in  engineer's  origi- 
nal estimates  : 

For  land  and  recording  deeds,  $2,102.75 

House  connections,  including  tools,  sup- 
plies and  labor,  a  large  portion  of 
which  w^ill  be  paid  back  by  water- 
takers  to  the  water  department  ac- 
count, 791.64 

Interest,  insurance,  etc.,  2,166.99 

Page  street  extension  voted  by  city  coun- 
cils, 109.78        5,171.16 


Unexpended  balance  of  appropriation,  $4,542.44 

In  regard  to  services,  or  house  connections,  it  may  be  said 
that  there  has  been  a  very  gratifying  demand  for  them.  Last 
fall  the  foreman  in  charge  made  fifty-five  service  connections, 
and  had  one  hundred,  or  more,  orders  ahead  which  he  could  not 
possibly  attend  to  before  the  ground  closed. 

The  above  work  includes  the  completion  of  the  system,  except 
the  filter  bed,  for  which  the  engineer's  estimate  was  $20,000, 
his  total  estimate  for  the  entire  work  being  $115,630.84. 
Your  committee  have  taken  no  steps  toward  constructing  this 
filter,  believing  that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  commence  work 
thereon  until  late  in  the  spring. 

The  freshet  of  Sunday  night  was  a  somewhat  severe  test  for 
the  pumping  station,  but  it  met  it  in  grand  shape.  The  water 
was  higher  there  than  it  had  ever  been  known  before.  Unfortu- 
nately pumping  stations  cannot  well  be  built  on  the  top  of  a  hill. 
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The  ability  of  pumps  to  lift  water  is  limited,  consequently  pump- 
ing stations,  to  be  run  economically,  must  be  on  low  ground,  and 
being  on  low  ground,  must  necessarily  be  exposed  in  some 
degree  to  danger  of  inundation  from  at  least  unheard-of  freshets. 
This  is  one  of  the  chances  that  has  to  be  taken.  Perhaps  it  is 
well  that  the  freshet  came  as  it  did,  for  it  has  demonstrated, 

1.  That  the  building  is  a  solidly  built,  substantial  structure. 
Foreman  Perkins  and  Engineer  Brown,  who  have  made  a  careful 
examination,  report  that  not  a  wall  or  a  single  stone  has  started 
or  cracked,  and  that  no  injury  whatever  has  been  done  to  the 
structure.  If  it  had  been  a  cheaply  built,  carelessly  put  to- 
gether structure,  it  might  have  been  seriously  damaged  by  the 
water. 

Foreman  Perkins  reports  that  no  damage  was  done  about  the 
building  to  speak  of.  None  of  the  lumber  was  carried  away 
except  some  staging  near  the  river  bank,  which,  however,  was 
recovered  in  Fielden's  creek  Monday.  The  stone  work  on  the 
screen  well  was  pushed  off,  as  it  was  not  stayed  in  position  by 
brickwork  above.  The  entire  damage,  including  expense  of 
clearing  up  and  setting  things  to  rights,  will  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Perkins,  exceed  $100  at  the  outside. 

2.  It  has  been  shown  that  the  pump-room  floor  was  at  least 
two  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water,  and  with  the  basement 
windows  made  tight,  as  it  is  proposed  they  shall  be,  there  can 
no  water  get  into  that  portion  of  the  building. 

3.  That  by  some  provisions  which  can  be  made,  and  which 
the  committee  contemplate  making,  it  will  be  possible  to  keep 
the  water  entirely  out  of  the  boiler  room,  whatever  the  height 
may  be,  and  thus  not  interfere  in  the  least  with  the  efficiency  of 
the  plant,  even  in  the  time  of  an  unusual  freshet.  It  may  be 
said,  however,  that  such  a  deluge  as  we  have  just  had  may 
never  happen  again. 

The  friendly  hearing  in  the  case  of  the  Great  Falls  Manufac- 
turing Co.  vs.  the  city,  to  determine  the  value  of  the  water 
pipes  and  property  taken  by  the  city  and  incorporated  into  its 
water  system,  began  on  Thursday  forenoon,  the  27th  inst., 
before  Commissioners  Harry  G.  Sargent,  Esq.,  of  Concord  ;  Hon. 
John  T.  Busiel,  of  Laconia  ;  and  Col.  W.  N.  Dow,  of  Exeter. 
The  company  was  represented  by  Judge  Wiggin,  of   Maiden, 
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while  the  city  was  represented  by  City  Solicitor  Pierce  and  Hon. 
James  A.  Edgerly.  The  hearing  proceeded  until  Friday  eve- 
ning, when,  owing  to  the  previous  engagements  of  the  commis- 
sioners and  counsel,  an  adjournment  was  taken  until  the  11th 
day  of  May  next,  at  which  time  it  will  be  resumed. 

It  is  the  intention  of  Contractor  Bruno  to  take  up  again  the 
work  of  pipe-laying  at  as  early  a  time  in  the  spring  as  the  con- 
dition of  the  ground  will  permit,  and  to  push  it  to  completion  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 

It  is  the  intention  of  your  committee,  at  such  time  as  the 
work  is  completed,  or  their  connection  with  it  ceases,  to  give  a 
full  and  detailed  report  of  expenditures  and  of  the  work  done, 
so  that  the  city  councils  and  the  citizens  generally  may  have  a 
full  and  complete  understanding  thereof. 

Herewith  your  committee  presents  a  report  from  Mr.  Chas.  C. 
Brown,  who  represents  Mr.  Wm.  Wheeler,  the  engineer  in 
charge  of  the  works.  The  report  covers  expenditures,  con- 
tracts uncompleted,  bills  payable,  and  estimates  for  completion 
of  plant.  The  estimates  include  a  percentage  for  contingen- 
cies. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chris.  H.  Wells, 
Frank  E.  Libby, 
Edward  A.  Smith, 
C.  H.  Harmon, 
John  Murray, 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Water  Supply. 


Somersworth,  N.  H.,  March  2,  1896. 

To  the  Committee  on  Water  Supply: 

Gentlemen  :  The  following  statement  of  expenditures  on 
water-works  construction,  amounts  due  on  unfinished  contracts, 
bills  payable,  and  estimates  for  completion  of  work,  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

In  ray  opinion  the  work  can  be  finished  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner within  the  sum  specified.  « 

(Signed)         Chas.  E.  Brown, 

Resident  Engineer. 
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Amount  expended  on  items  under  engineer's  estimate  up  to  March 
1, 1896  (from  city  clerk's  accounts) 


Balance  due  on  unfinished  contracts  as  follows: 


Subject. 


Contractor. 


Standpipe 

Standpipe  founda- 
tion   


Pipe  laying 

Engines 

Suction  pipes,  etc. . 

Engine  beds 

Pumping  station 
foundation 

Pumping  station 
roof 

Slating  roof  of  sta- 
tion  

Pumping  station 
doors 

Pumping  station 
windows 

Boiler  settings 

Boiler  fittings 


Struthers,  Wells 
&Co 

Spence  &  Coombs 


J.  Bruno 

G.  F.  Blake 

Somersworth 

Machine  Co 

Spence  &  Coombs 

Spence  &  Coombs 

H.  G.  Lord 

A.  Wilson .. 

A.  W.  Hastings.. 


J.  C.  Nutter 

E.  Hodge  &  Co.. 
E.  Hodge  &Co... 


Price. 


Amount 
paid  on 
account. 


Amount 
due. 


$12,834.00 
Approx. 

2,813.60 
Approx. 
10,041.50 

6,256.00 

224.00 
290.00 

2,842.37 
590.25 

1,624.00 

120.00 

171.75 
697.00 
238.00 


$38,742.47 


$4,000.00 
2,213.60 
5,626.85 


2,802.68 


$14,643.13 


$8,834.00 
Approx. 

600.00 
Approx. 
4,414.65 
6,256.00 

224.00 
290.00 

39.69 

590.25 

1,624.00 

120.00 

171.75 
697.00 
238.00 


$24,099.34 


Bills  payable  (from  city  clerk's  accounts) , 

Estimate  for  completion  of  work,  including  grading  about  station, 
surface  'drainage,  carpenter  work,  painting,  plumbing,  steam 
heating,  building  screen-well  house,  etc.,  etc.,  to  complete  work 
at  the  pumping  station  plant 


Total  cost  of  items  included  in  engineer's  estimate  to  March  1,  1896, 
and  for  completion  of  system  except  filter 


$62,671.06 


24,099.34 


$86,770.40 
1.737.79 


1,778.20 


$90,286.39 


Amount  expended  on  items  not  included  in  engineer's  esti- 
mate up  to  March  1,  1896,  as  follows  (from  city  clerk's  ac- 
counts) : 

Land,  82,102.75 
House  connections,  including  tools,  supplies, 

and  labor,  791.64 

Interest,  insurance,  etc.,  2,166.99 

Page-street  extension,  109.78 


Total, 


$5,171.16 


KECEIPTS  AND   EXPENDITURES 


DURING   THE    YEAR    ENDING 


MARCH   1,   1896, 


REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 


STATEMENT 

As  Made  up  from  the  Books  of  the  City  Clerk. 


SALARIES. 


C.  H.  Wells,  mayor,  $200.00 
J.  P.  Stevens,  tax  collector,  828.46 
H.  M.  Hanson,  street  commissioner,  750.00 
F.  L.  Shapleigh,  city  clerk,  300.00 
A.  D.  Tolles,  treasurer,  200.00 

D.  R.  Pierce,  city  solicitor  (in  part),  150.00 
Daniel  Wingate,  sanitary  officer,  180.00 

"             "        assessor,  100.00 

Joseph  Libby,            "  100.00 

E.  B.  White,  "  130.00 
George  F.  Hill,  clerk  common  council,  50.00 
C.  O.  Rankins,  city  messenger,  125.00 
Wm.  D.  Knapp,  police  justice,  544.85 

F.  L.  Shapleigh,  clerk  police  court,  175.00 
C.  E.  Swasey,  city  physician,  Aug.  8,  '94,  to  Feb.  8,  '96,  150.00 
Wra.  B.  Martin,  overseer  of  poor,  50.00 
Louis  Jacques,  liquor  agent,  10.00 
C.  F.  Blake,  auditor,  5.00 
H.  A.  Hayes,  "  5.00 
C.  H.  Harmon,  supervisor,  15.00 
O.  Gastonguay,  "  15.00 
Archie  Plant,  "  15.00 
M.  A.  Kearns,  "  15.00 
A.  Drapeau,  "  15.00 
Chas.  C.  Allard,  city  marshal,  687.50 
John  C.  Burke,  assistant  marshal,  550.00 
C.  H.  Locke,  police,  535.00 
Joseph  Bolduc,               "  300.14 
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Joseph  Berubee,  police,  $23.00 

Alfred  Heou,  "  14.00 

George  Heatou,  "  58.00 

Wm.  J.  Clark,  "  58.00 

John  Kershaw,  "  115.00 

J.  S.  McDauiel,  "  8.00 

S.  D.  Edgerly,  "  2.00 

H.  A.  Cobb,  "  38.00 

Joseph  Lebreck,  "  4.00 

Kennie  King,  "  4.00 

Fred  Guilmett,  "  2.00 

Henry  Turcotte,  "  2.00 

Reuben  Goodrich,  "  2.00 

Wm.  J.  Hickey,  ''  2.00 

Leo  B.  Decatur,  "  5.00 

Frank  Burke,  "  2.00 

L.  E.  Mellen,  "  2.00 

W.  F.  Hester,  "  2.00 

Joseph  Gastonguay,       "  2.00 

Frank  E.  Libby,  moderator,  6.00 

Herbert  Davis,  "  6.00 

Daniel  Cronin,  "  6.00 

Joseph  Joyal,  janitor,  4.35 

M.  Riley,               "  4.00 

Wm.  Wilson,        "  4.00 

A.  E.  Stevens,  ward  clerk,  17.50 

Louis  Renaud,  "  10.75 

A.  E.  J.  Hurd,  "  11.00 

F.  G.  Chapman,  "  10.50 

E.  F.  Richmond,  "  10.50 

Joseph  P.  Chesley,  selectman,  8.00 

Clement  Ham,  Jr.,  "  8.00 

H.  A.  Cobb,  "  8.00 

Francis  Beamish,  "  8.00 

Peter  Lebel,  "  4,00 

Chas.  F.  Crockett,  "  8.00 

W.  L.  Butterfield,  "  8.00 

Joseph  Labonte,  "  8.00 

Charles  Goding,  12.00 
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A.  L.  Faunce,  $8.00 

I.  D.  Corliss,  8.00 

Daniel  Wingate,  8.00 

Felix  Cartier,  4.00 

William  Potvin,  8.00 

$6,744.55 
Unexpended  balance,  255.45 

$7,000.00 
Appropriation,  $7,000.00 


FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Deluge  Hose  Co.,                        pav-roU,  $300.00 

Conqueror  Engine  Co.,                     "  480.00 

Alert  Hose  Co.,                                "  333.75 

Deluge  Engine  Co.,                          "  810.00 

Rescue  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,       "  318.75 

J.  S.  McDaniel,  chief  engineer,  25.00 

C.  H.  Plummer,  assistant  engineer,  15.00 

Henry  Duford,            "              "  15.00 

L.  E.  Mellen,              "             "  15.00 

S.  D.  Edgerly,            "              "  7.50 

Richards  &  Co.,  coal,  42.75 

Great  Falls  Mfg.  Co.,  labor  and  supplies,  108.52 

Great  Falls  Gas  Co.,  gas,  17.19 

Daniel  Hodsdon,  supplies,  2.40 

George  E.  Hanson,  labor,  33.76 

S.  A.  Seavey,  supplies,  5.40 

James  Morrison,  labor,  3.75 

Charles  Roy,  trucking,  1.00 

M.  Prue                 "  1.00 

Jos.  Vachon,         "  1.00 

O.  Brunette,          "  1.00 

John  E.  Hobbs,  runners,  100.00 

E.  D.  Barber,  supplies,  2.50 

Boston  Woven  Hose  Co.,  supplies,  128.25 

L.  E.  Mellen,  2.00 
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J.  S.  McDaniel, 

George  E.  Hanson, 

J.  S.  McDaniel,  freight, 

Cooper  Hose  Jacket  Co.,  hose  jackets, 

J,  H.  Blaisdell,  painting, 

Alex.  Stewart,  " 

Patrick  Bohan,  care  of  hydrants, 

F.  L.  Langley       "  " 

James  Hanegan,  watching  fire, 

Joseph  Vachon, 

Pat.  Maloney, 

John  Hanegan, 

Dennis  Sullivan, 

James  Flanagan, 

James  Farley, 

P.  Leahy, 

Wm.  "Wilson, 

D.  N.  Cheney, 

Harry  Chick, 

Patrick  Bohan, 

Unexpended  balance, 


Appropriation, 


$2.00 

12.22 

1.40 

75.00 

83.55 

73.40 

2.25 

75.00 

2.00 

3.00 

6.00 

6.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

!, 132.34 
167.66 

},300.00 
J,300.00 


POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 


Chas.  C.  Allard,  feeding  prisoners, 

B.  F.  Hanson,      teams, 
Wm.  F.  Harmon,    " 
Great  Falls  Gas  Co.,  gas, 
Richards  &  Co.,  coal, 

C.  C.  Allard,  cash  paid  out, 
F.  E.  Libby,  "       " 

C.  M.  Dorr,  towels, 

J.  W.  Gardner,  labor. 

County  of  Strafford,  board  of  prisoners. 


$64.25 
34.75 
64.00 
61.45 
81.01 
23.31 

149.51 

.75 

36.68 

397.82 
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Daniel  Harkins,  labor,  S4.50 

L.  E.  Grant,  medical  attendance,  4.00 

David  Wiugate,  keys,  ,50 

B.  Etter,  photos  of  prisoners,  .  3.25 
W.  W.  Nason,  use  of  telephone,  25.60 
Alex.  Stewart,  1.50 
E.  P.  Hurd,  supplies,  1.00 
Ellen  O'Brien,  labor,  3.00 
D.  R.  Pierce,  expense  to  Madbury,  2.00 
Wilbur  Tricky,  witness  fee,  2.00 
Mary  E.  Coleman,         ''  2.70 

D.  Evans  &  Co.,  buttons,  5.50 

C.  C.  Allard,  expense  Quinlan  case,  12.05 
Boston  Clothing  House,  blankets,  7.00 
American  Express  Co.,  buttons,  1.98 
David  Wingate,  2.30 

E.  W.  Folsom,  supplies,  42.85 
Clark  &  Nutter,  "  9.65 
Free  Press  Pub.  Co.,  printing,  5.00 
M.  Prue,  labor,  2.50 
Free  Baptist  Society,  supplies,  5.00 
Daniel  Hodsdon,  labor  and  supplies,  "  39.95 
J.  S.  McDaniel,  fees,  etc.,  47.56 

F.  E.  Libby,  cash  paid  out,  15.00 

$1,159.92 

Appropriation,  600.00 

Special  appropriation  from  transfer  account,  559.92 

$1,159.92 


PAUPER   DEPARTMENT. 

C.  Ham,  Jr.,  milk  to  Joseph  Bolduc,  S4.30 

Frank  Dion,      goods  to  Mrs.  S.  Webber,  35.40 

O.  Demers,                 "     Joseph  Lacasse,  33.00 

C.  F.  Blake,                ''     Jerry  Couners,  6.00 

S.  James  &  Sons,      "•     Fred  Elwell,  5.07 

Mary  E.  Morgan,       "     Mary  Gillispee,  5.03 
6 
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P.  D.  O'Connell,  goods  to  N.  Wallingford,  $21.00 

G.  J.  Frechette,            "      F.  Lebeau,  10.00 

Mary  Annis,  rent  for  Mrs.  Webber,  10.00 

Mrs.  0.  A.  Small,  care       '^  4.00 

Hannah  Young,         ''          "  44.50 

Annie  Bunker,           "     of  child  of  Mary  Gillispee,  12.00 

Richards  &  Co.,  wood,  Kate  Conuers,  7.00 

"               "               "  3.50 

"               "       Mrs.  Webber,  3-50 

W.  B.  Hooper,  rent,  Fred  Elwell,  5.00 

N.  Bouflford,  burial,  20.00 

A.  L.  Faunce,  "  4.50 
Wra.  B.  Martin,  team  to  county  farm,  2.00 
Clark  &  Nutter,  supplies,  1.25 

B.  &  M.  R.  R.,  two  tickets,  2.05 
Mass.  Gen.  Hospital,  board  of  Patrick  McGuinness,  18.00 
Geo.  J.  Frechette,  board  of  Edward  Goulette,  33.00 
N.  H.  Insane  Asylum,  board  of  Henry  Willette,  77.22 
St.  Joseph's  Home,  for  Edward  Goulette,  200.00 
Geo.  J.  Frechette,  transportation  of  Edward  Goulette,  20.50 

8587.82 

Appropriation,  S300.00 

Special  appropriation  from  transfer  account,  287.82 

$587.82 


DEPENDENT   SOLDIERS. 

Richards  &  Co.,  wood  and  coal  to  C.  Conley,  $34.89 

Henry  Cochrane,  wood  to  W.  H.  Littlefield,  10.00 

Wm.  Plummer,  goods  to  H.  Gillispee,  5.00 

S.  James  &  Son,  goods  to  C.  F.  Smith,  10.00 

A.  Gaudette,  wood  to  C.  F.  Smith,  3.00 

$62.89 
Unexpended  balance,  37.11 

$100.00 
Appropriation,  $100.00 
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STREET   LIGHTS. 

Consolidated  Light  and  Power  Co., 

Appropriation, 

Special  appropriation  from  transfer  account. 


$4,377.88 

S4,320.00 

57.88 

84,-377.88 


DOG  LICENSES. 

P.  C.  Foss,  hens  killed  by  dogs, 

G.  W.  Hubbard,     " 

E.  A.  Goodwin,       "  " 


Unexpended  balance, 


Dog  licenses, 


State  treasurer, 
Appropriations, 


County  treasurer, 
Appropriation, 


STATE  TAX. 


COUNTY  TAX. 


$1.50 
6.25 
4.00 

$11.75 
411.10 

8422.85 

$422.85 


$7,115.00 
7,115.00 


$10,890.30 
10,890.30 


ROAD  ROLLER. 

O.  S.  Kelly  &  Co., 

Note, 

Taken  from  highway  appropriation, 


$2,750.00 
1,750.00 
1,000.00 

$2,750.00 
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SCHOOL  NOTE. 


Somersworth  Savings  Bank,  $2,000.00 

Appiopriation,  2,000.00 


LITTLEFIELD  POST,  NO.  8. 

Hiram  Huid,  treasurer,  1200.00 

Appropriation,  200.00 


FOREST  GLADE  CEMETERY. 

William  B.  Martin,  superintendent,  S253.77 

Unexpended  balance,  46. 2S 


S300.00 
Appropriation,  300.00 


WATCHMAN'S  TIME  REGISTER. 

Jos.  0.  Plumraer,  $300.00 

Special  appropriation,  300.00 

NOTES. 

Refunding  Dwight  M'f'g  Co.'s  note,  $10,000.00 

Note  Soraerswortli  Savings  Bank,  $5,000.00 

Note  Great  Falls  National  Bank,   5,000.00  $10,000.00 


INTEREST. 

.Somersworth  Savings  Bank,  $3,399.67 

Dwight  Manufacturing  Company,  103.33 


$3,503.00 
Appropriation,  $3,368.00 

Special  appropriation  from  transfer  account,  135.00 

$3,503.00 
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SEWERS. 

Ames  &  O'Shea,  as  per  contract,  $1,082.31 

Foss  &  Merrill,  engineers,  608.90 

Soraersworth  Savings  Bank,  interest,  40.67 

Great  Falls  National  Bank,  interest,  25.50 

B.  &  M.  R.  R.,  freight,  8.10 

Geo.  J.  Foster  &  Co.,  advertising,  6.25 

Converse  &  Hammond,  cement,  73.00 

J.  C.  Fernald,  supplies,  118.30 

E.  A.  Tibbets  &  Son,  pipe,  468.19 

E.  A.  Smith,  labor,  6.00 

Yeaton  &  Co.,  brick,  93.50 

Sewer  &  House  Trap  Co.,  sewer  traps,  63.00 

J.  E.  Frost,  lumber,  3.50 

$2,597.22 

(Sewer  on  Franklin  and  Fremont  streets,  charged 

to  highway  department,)  438.30 

$3,035.52 

Note,  3,000.00 

Special  appropriation  from  transfer  account,  35.52 

$3,085.52 


MACADAMIZING. 

Samuel  Hussey,  labor,  $22.13 

Richards  &  Co.,  coal,  236.70 

J.  A.  Locke,  use  of  land,  55.44 

R.  W.  Shapleigh,  surveying,  8.50 

B.  &  M.  R.  R.,  freight,  1.60 

Daniel  Hodsdon,  supplies,  24.20 

John  Croft,  labor,  8.70 

N.  Roy,  2.75 

E.  Laclair,  3.00 

Joseph  Gilbert,  12.00 

S.  Provenchia,  6.75 
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Frank  Nolette,  $2.20 

Joseph  Perron,  4.00 

Joseph  Valley,  12.75 

George  Nadeau,  ^-^^ 

Thomas  Ritchie,  3.00 

T.  Bisson,  3.00 

Samuel  Hussey,  3.50 

Tim  Wren,  7.50 

N.  Boufford,  6.33 

John  Bryant,  5.00 

Tim  Leahy,  18.45 

Ezra  Varney,  3.60 

Joseph  Charette,  3.00 

M.  Harrity,  18.00 

Peter  King,  H-Ol 

George  F.  Hodsdon,  15.13 

Felix  Cartier,  40.43 

Joseph  Bolduc,  19-00 

Joseph  Bennette,  9-08 

George  Pinkham,  21.20 

T.  Fellion,  18-75 

M.  Prue,  11-63 

Charles  Roy,  39.56 

Peter  Busha,  36.00 

Arthur  Madden,  35.25 

L.M.James,  117.00 

Henry  Cochrane,  44.00 

L.  Charette,  93.31 

John  Roberts,  21.00 

John  Gero,  32.55 

E.  A.  Smith,  136.00 

P.  Gagnon,  46.05 

Louis  St.  Peter,  17-55 

Henry  Couture,  44.55 

Patrick  Bohan,  48.00 

John  Newell,  59.25 

Charles  Victor,                                         .  16-95 

Frank  Charette,  52.00 

J.  L.  Pitman,  42.26 
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Daniel  Hawkins,  $11.70 

L.  E.  Mellen,  12.00 

James  Collins,  52.50 

George  W.  Stevens,  74.89 

Edwin  Swett,  83.26 

Moses  Foss,  3.00 


$1,744.21 
Unexpended  balance,  255.79 


$2,000.00 
Appropriation,  2,000.00 


STONE   CRUSHER,  BRIDGE,  ELEVATOR,   ETC. 

Mathews  Bros.,  bridge,                  "  $700.00 

Mathews  Bros.,  lumber,  28.21 

J.  R.  Home,            "  197.50 

John  E.Frost,         "  65.80 

Charles  Goding,  labor  and  supplies,  24.73 

Somersworth  Machine  Co.,  labor  and  supplies,                        8.10 

Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  labor  and  supplies,  16.69 

S.  A.  Seavey,  supplies,  "                 '                 24.49 

I.  B.  Williams  &  Sou,  belt,  31.36 

J.  N.  Haines,  waste,  11.20 

C.  W.  Fall,  elevator,  419.00 

B.  &  M.  R.  R.,  freight,  11.84 

H.  C.  Langley,  labor,  6.75 

G.  W.  Stevens,  48.40 

Patrick  Bohan,  13.50 

George  Pinkham,  50.00 

Arthur  Madden,  32.25 

F.  Charette,  29.25 

Charles  Morrill,  19.40 

Ezra  Varney,  14.40 

Tim  Wren,  13.80 

H.  Couture,  9.30 

James  Collins,  4.50 

John  Newell,  12.75 
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N.  Daigle,  $13.50 

Peter  Busha,  9.00 

E.  A.  Smith,  16.00 

L.  M.  James,  4.00 

T.  Fellion,  13.50 

SI, 849. 22 
Special  appropriation.  $600.00 

Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  200.00 

Special  appropriation  from  transfer  account,  1,049.22 

$1,849.22 


SIDEWALKS. 

M.  S.  Perkins,  cement,  $1.50 

L.  M.  James,  sand,  12.20 

Charles  Roy,  concrete,  78.50 

Carrier  &  Riley,  concrete,  32.30 

R.  W.  Shapleigh,  surveying,  9.50 

H.  M.  Hanson,  expense  out  of  town,  5.10 

Speuce  &  Coombs,  stone  and  labor,  45.12 

Gordon  &  Mitchie,  edge-stone,  538.41 

B.  &  M.  R.  R.,  freight  on  stone,  129.40 

J.  S.  McDaniel,  trucking  stone,  88.05 

M.  H.  Pray,  labor,  6.80 

Henry  Cochrane,  30.80 

A.  B.  Seavey,  8.80 

James  Collins,  73.20 

Samuel  Edgerly,  40.25 

Arthur  Madden,  23.25 

Frank  Charette,  24.00 

N.  Daigle,  12.00 

Peter  Busha,  12.00 

Tim  Wren,  1.50 

Patrick  Burns,  17.25 

John  Newell,  56.55 

T.  Fellion,                                                  •  24.75 

L.  E.  Mellen,  54.00 
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A.  Plante,  $28.50 

Patrick  Bohan,  23.70 

L.  Charette,  36.64 

E.  A.  Smith,  12.80 

L.  M.  James,  40.60 

N.  Boufford,  23.01 

C.  E.  Hammett,  15.13 
J.  S.  McDaniel,  9.50 
J.  M.  Andrews,  6.00 
H.  C.  Brewster,  3.00 
Louis  Peppin,  4.50 
Wm.  Hickey,  9.75 
H.  E.  Hubbard,  1.50 
M.  Prue,  4.13 
Peter  Gagnon,  4.95 
Wm.  Foote,  7.50 
George  Nadeau,  1.50 

D.  Hawkins,  3.00 
George  Richmond,  3.30 
John  Mills,  3.30 
M.  Harrity,  1.50 
Joseph  Chabot,  1.50 
John  Roberge,  1.95 

$1,572.44 

Unexpended  balance,  427.56 

$2,000.00 

Appropriation,  $2,000.00 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Wm.  F.  Harmon,  teams,  $45.50 

B.  F.  Hanson,  "  1.50 
A.  M.  Hacking,  typewriting,  11.10 
G.  F.  Nowell,  "  15.95 
Chas.  P.  Andrews,  supplies,  4.02 

C.  H.  Harmon,  "  5.21 
S.James  &  Sons,         "  1.25 
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Clark  &  Nutter,  supplies, 

Mrs.  A.  Thwing,  " 

David  Wingate,  " 

S.  A.  Seavey,  " 

J.  W.  Sanborn,  " 

Wm.  lllingworth,  burying  nuisance, 

C.  G.  Thompson,         "  " 

Twombly  Bros.,  "  " 

American  Express  Company,  express, 

Morgan  &  Crossman,  stamps, 

B.  F.  Smith  &  Bro.,  driving  wells, 
J.  S.  McDaniel,  trucking, 
Daniel  Cronin,  labor, 

P.  Burns,  " 

Wm.  Riley,  " 

P.  B.  Kinsman,  " 

M.  Harrity,  " 

Geo.  W.  Stevens,  " 
Chas.  Blanchard,  " 

H.  A.  Cobb, 
W.  M.  Chesley,  " 

Geo.  A.  Pinkham,  " 
M.  S.  Perkins,  " 

C.  H.  Annis,  " 
H.  E.  Hobsou,  " 
Chas.  Hammett,  " 
Nichols  &  Murray,        " 

Daniel  Wingate,  "         and  team, 

J.  R.  Home,  lumber, 

John  Frost,         " 

Crawford  &  Tolles,  insurance. 

City  of  Dover,  book, 

G.  W.  Johnson,  painting, 

Alex.  Stewart,  " 

Joseph  Libby,  expense  out  of  town, 

E.  B.  White,  "  "  '' 
C.  H.  Harmon,  "  "  " 
Cyrus  Freeman,     "              "         " 

F.  E.  Libby,  "  "         " 


$2.29 

2.96 

.60 

2.45 

28.25 

.50 

.50 

.50 

3.60 

8.65 

356.33 

33.25 

11.25 

11.25 

11.20 

2.50 

2.25 

28.75 

2.25 

7.04 

7.27 

3.28 

25.46 

5.00 

.50 

3.00 

5.65 

15.00 

66.94 

3.65 

10.00 

2.00 

30.05 

21.73 

6.08 

6.08 

11.25 

3.60 

25.61 


91 


D.  R.  Pierce,  expense  out  of  town, 

A.  D.  Tolles,  "  "         " 
Somersworth  Post-office,  stamps,  envelopes,  etc., 
C.  C.  AUard,  cash  paid  out  on  police  investigation, 
Geo.  E.  Hanson,  labor  and  lumber, 

V.  M.  Newcomb,  medical  attendance  on  Julia  Murphy, 
F.  L.  Shapleigh,  recording  births,  etc., 

"  *'  "  *'         for  secretary  of  state, 

B.  &.  M.  R.  R.,  car  fare  P.  McGuinness, 
Day  &  Co.,  express, 

R.  W.  Shapleigh,  surveying, 

W.  E.  Wiggin,  meals  election  day, 

Joseph  Burke,  interpreter, 

Guy  H.  Locke,  care  of  town  clock, 

H.  C.  Gilpatrick,  rent  of  barn, 

W.  H.  Wingate,  signs. 

Republican  Press  Association,  brief, 

J.  P.  Stevens,  distributing  inventory  blanks, 

Richards  &  Co.,  coal, 

C.  E.  Swazey,  reporting  births,  etc., 

E.  Bernier,  " 
Philemene  Amyot,  " 
N.  Leduc,  " 
T.  J.  Dougherty,  " 
L.  E.  Grant, 

Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co. 
Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co. 
Great  Falls  Gas  Co.,  gas, 
C.  H.  Wells,  printing  and  advertising. 
Star  Publishing  Co.,  advertising, 

F.  L.  Shapleigh,  printing, 
E.  C.  Eastman,  supplies, 
L.  E.  Grant,  anti-toxine, 
C.  E.  Swazey,  " 
Theodore  Metcalf  &  Co.    " 
H.  Jacques,  goods  to  Peter  Dayon, 
Albert  Gaudette,  wood  to  O.  Vanasse, 
E.  Vachon,  milk  to  A.  Gagnon, 
C.  F.  Blake,  goods  to  Nellie  Bickford, 


use  of  stand-pipe, 
water. 


$5.62 

4.83 

53.06 

33.17 

199.81 

30.00 

57.30 

57.30 

1.72 

.75 

4.50 

9.00 

8.25 

23.33 

78.00 

2.00 

1.50 

15.00 

38.32 

10.25 

2.75 

9.25 

19.50 

3.00 

16.50 

200.00 

31.00 

185.45 

422.25 

4.60 

60.50 

9.00 

3.00 

9.50 

21.00 

11.67 

1.50 

3.28 

6.99 
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C.  F.  Blake,  goods  to  Mrs.  A.  E.  Andrews,  $11.03 

Lucy  Guilmette,  goods  to  John  Veziua,  15.12 

Lucy  Guilmette,  goods  to  Chas.  Cote,  13.82 

Lucy  Guilmette,  goods  to  George  Boisvert,  8.70 

Ed.  Poulin,  goods  to  Joseph  Kiug,  10.03 

L.  Gregoire,  goods  to  John  Vezlna,  8.75 

L.  Gregoire,  goods  to  George  Boivere,  8.75 

A.  Boucher,  goods  to  Peter  King,  19.98 

C.  S.  Hussey,  goods  to  Mrs.  Schail,  4.80 

C.  S.  Hussey,  goods  to  P.  McDonald,  1.30 

A.  C.  Andrews,  for  household  goods,  10.50 

P.  L.  Moran,  goods  to  Mrs.  Schail,  39.64 

Richards  &  Co.,  coal,  6.60 

G.  A.  Priestly,  wood  to  Ed.  Nason,  1.50 

Ed.  Poulin,  goods  to  N.  Jalbert,  10.22 

Mary  Garon,  care  of  P.  King's  wife,  16.00 

N.  Leduc,  medical  attendance,  3.00 

G.  G.  Rambaud,  supplies,  6.10 

Clark  &  Nutter,         "  6.81 

M.  J,  Donahue,  meals,  6.00 

N.  H.  Asylum  for  Insane,  board  of  Henry  Willett,  28.20 

L.  Charette,  trucking,  1.50 


Appropriation, 

Special  appropriation  from  transfer  account, 


$2,745.86 

$2,006.70 
739.16 

$2,745.86 


HIGHWAYS. 


Somersworth  Machine  Co.,  supplies, 

M.  S.  Perkins,  labor, 

Horace  Langley,  " 

Boston  Hose  and  Rubber  Co.,  hose, 

Frank  Dion,  pails, 

C.  H.  Wells,  printing, 

P.  L.  Moran,  supplies, 

David  Wingate,  " 


$104.30 

53.60 

4.27 

40.00 

.40 

2.50 

3.35 

93.33 
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Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  ashes,  $10.60 

H.  Jacques,  supplies,  1.00 

W.  D.  Merrick,  blacksmith  work.  37.08 

Day  &  Co.,  express,  .50 

W.'h.  Wingate,  sign,  1.00 

Bates  &  Co.,  boots,  8.00 

J.  P.  Stevens,  gravel,  10.00 

E.  Boucher,  labor,  9.05 

P.  Champeau,  '^  4.50 

George  El.  Hanson,  labor  and  material,  41.78 

W.D.Merrick,           ''  21.45 

R.  W.  Shapleigh,  surveying,  20.85 

J.  R.  Home,  lumber,  60.20 

J.  E.  Frost,        "  1.70 

S.  James  &  Son,  supplies,  1.13 

O.  Demers,  2.10 

E.  A.  Tibbets  &  Son,  pipe,  etc.,  346.59 

S.  A.  Seavey,  supplies,  74.59 

G.  W.  Fall,  supplies,  9.75 

E.  P.  Pierce,  storing  tools,  12.00 

J.  S.  McDaniel,  cartage,  17.75 

Joseph  Bolduc,  labor,  4.00 

L.  E.  Mellen,         "  408.00 

Arthur  Madden,    "  168.15 

T.  Fillion,  150.51 

Peter  Busha,  162.30 

James  Collins,  175.95 

Frank  Charette,  100.50 

John  Newell,  255.00 

L.  Charette,  97.60 

A.  B.  Seavey,  186.55 

M.  H.  Pray,  114.00 

L.  M.  James,  133.20 

H.  Cochrane,  180.95 

John  Croft,  6.75 

Joseph  Perron,  3.00 

James  Lord,  6.88 

Ezra  Varney,  16.00 

George  Worster,  14.00 
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Thomas  Libby, 

E.H.  Short/  ^^-^^ 

Pearl  Foss,  ^^-^^ 

M.  Prue,  ^^-^^ 

Owen  Coyle,  ^^^'^^ 

L.  Gregohe,  ^^'^^ 

George  Richmond,  '^ 

P^rank  Bernier,  ^^'^^ 

N.  Boufford,  ^^-^^ 

L.  Joyal,  ^0.64 

Joseph  Abbott,  ^"^^ 

Patrick  Bohan,  ^'^^ 

Thomas  Sinkerson,  ^^\^^ 

M.  Harrity,  i^"^'"^ 

Peter  Gagnon,  ''^'^^f 

Louis  St.  Peter,  ^^''H 

John  Roberts,  ^^•''^ 

Joseph  Laclare, 

Tim  O'Brien, 

Henry  Jameson, 

N.  Russell, 

Arcliie  Plant, 

J.  L.  Pitman, 

E.  A.  Smith, 
G.  F.  Hodgdon, 
Wra.  Kay, 
Thomas  Stanton, 

F.  Nolette, 

John  Booth, 

F.  Martin, 

W.  S.  Otis, 
J.  S.  Hanson, 

N.  Daigle, 
Tim  Wren, 
Felix  Cartier, 
E.  Gosselin, 
Frank  Furbush, 
Isaiah  Jones, 
George  Jones, 


22.50 
4.50 
3.00 
12.45 
.75 
50.25 
99.15 
141.30 
19.63 
8.25 
11.25 
21.18 
1.50 
1.87 
6.75 
20.75 
84.75 
60.75 
76.01 
12.00 
3.00 
50.37 
1.50 


C.  Ham,  Jr., 
L.  D.  Pray, 
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J.  W.  Andrews,  $7.20 

Joseph  Graham,  ^-20 

F.  W.  Swinerton,  1-82 

John  Dunn,  1-^0 

H.  Couture,  10-50 

James  Lord,  "'-'^^ 

Joseph  Bennetts,  '^•63 

O.  Joy,  3.00 

F.  Austin,  1-35 

James  Marston,  2.85 

John  Gero,  6.00 

E.  8wett,  37.50 

Daniel  Hawkins,  22.50 

P.  Champeau,  6.00 

George  F.  Moore,  39.88 

Charles  Lord,  10-87 

A.  Rogers,  21-00 

S.  Welch,  10-75 

Charles  Moore,  31.63 

C.  H.  Morrill,  3.00 

C.  F.  Crockett,  9-00 


3.00 
10.50 


George  Simpson,  35.12 

C.  Wadleigh,  24.75 

N.  J.  Short,  47.55 

John  Dion,  1-50 

T.  Belanger,  1-50 

Patrick  Burns,  16-20 

F.  Chaney,  13-50 

George  Stevens,                                    '  7.50 

Daniel  Emery,  100 

P.  Flanagan,  ^-25 

C.  F.  Lord,  12-50 

H.  Corson,  2.25 

M.  L.  Lord,  8.25 

F.  E.  Lord,  4.50 

T.  Walsh,  5.25 

B.  J.  Hussev,  11-20 
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T.  Leahy,  $30.00 

C.  E.  Hammett,  3.55 

S.  Edgerley,  3.95 

Charles  Hussey,  1-20 

W.  Blaisdell,  2.25 

P.  Gallagher,  13.50 

H.  L.  Brewster,  15.75 

F.  Furbush,  15.00 

S.  Young,  15.00 

L.  W.  Foote,  7.50 

James  Ham,  1.50 

E.  Donahue,  1.50 

George  Stewart,  7.50 

O.  A.  Small,  8.25 

John  McGall,  6.75 

C.  Provenchia,  6.75 

C.  Bontia,  6.75 

Peter  Flnra,  7.50 

James  Wilkinson,  3.75 

Charles  Roy,  16.50 

Peter  King,  11.00 

George  W.  Fall,  29.60 

Joseph  Charette,  2.25 

J.  W.  Andrews,  .75 

T.  Hanagan,  1.50 

N.  L.  Wallingford,  1.50 

Frank  Lord,  6.75 

B.  Rogers,  3.00 

$5,087.93 
Sewer  from  Franklin  to  Fremont  streets  carried  to 

sewer  account,  438.80 

$4,649.13 

0.  S.  Kelly  &  Co.,  road  roller,  1,000.00 

$5,649.13 

Unexpended  balance,  350.87 

$6,000.00 

Appropriation,  $6,000.00 
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DEPARTMENT   OF   PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 

Paid  bills  chargeable  to  school  board,  $16,089.56 

Unexpended  balance,  1,158.82 


817,248.38 

Appropriation,  $16,500.00 

Special  ap[)ropriation,  600.00 

Tuition,  etc.,  148.38 


7,248.38 


NEW   WATER-WORKS    CONSTRUCTION. 

Paid  out  for  labor,  contracts,  materials,  and  sup- 
plies, $68,946.05 
Appropriation,  100,000.00 


Unexpended  balance,  S31,053.05 

A  full  and  itemized  report  of  all  expenditures  under  this 
head  will  be  made  by  the  Committee  on  Water  Supply  on  the 
completion  of  the  work. 


SoMERswoRTH,  N.  H.,  March  20,  1896. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Finance,  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  Fred  L. 
Shapleigh,  city  clerk,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  1,  1896, 
and  found  the  payments  properly  vouched,  correctly  posted, 
accurately  footed,  and  the  books  kept  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  state  and  ordinances  of  the  city. 

Chris.  H.  Wells, 
A.  A.  Perkins, 
W.  E.  Bedell, 

Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Finance. 
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SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  Marcli  23,  1896. 

The  undersigned,  auditors  of  the  city  of  Somersworth,  have 
this  day  examined  the  books  of  Fred  L.  Shapleigh,  city  clerk, 
and  found  the  payments  properly  vouched,  the  books  correctly- 
posted,  and  accurately  footed. 

H.  Ansel  Hayes, 
C.  F.  Blake, 

Atiditors, 


TREASURER'S    REPORT. 


City  of  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  for  the  Year  ending  March  1, 

1896. 


March  1,  1895. 

Cash  on  hand  from  last  year,  S4,358.73 

from  C.  O.  Rankins,  for  city  hall,  147.45 

police  court,  1,924.07 

J.  P.  Stevens,  taxes  for  1895,  54,800.21 

water-works  notes,  100,000.00 
refunding  Dwight  note,                            •         10,000.00 

road-roller  note,  1,750.00 

sewer  notes,  3,000.00 

state  treasurer,  insurance  tax,  22.50 

state  treasurer,  railroad  tax  for  1895,  641.77 

state  treasurer,  savings-bank  tax,  6,609.24 

state  treasurer,  literary  fund,  776.16 

F.  L.  Shapleigh,  licenses,  149.50 

F.  L.  Shapleigh,  dog  licenses,  422.85 

H.  A.  Cobb,  brick,  .50 

M.  S.  Perkins,  brick,  2.13 

R.  W.  Shapleigh,  tuition,  etc.,  148.38 

J.  P.  Stevens,  various  bills,  226.22 


Total  receipts,  Sl84,979.71 

EXPENDITURES  IN    THE    VARIOUS    DEPARTMENTS. 

Watchman's  clock,  $300.00 

Sewers,  3,035.52 

School  note,  2,000.00 

State  tax,  7,115.00 

County  tax,  10,890.30 

Water-works,  68,946.05 
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Refunding  Dwight  note,  $10,000.00 

Damage  by  dogs,  11.75 

Stone-crusher,  1,849.22 

Sidewalks,  1,572.44 

Road-roller,  1,750.00 

Macadam,  1,744.21 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  200.00 

Salaries,  6,744.55 

Street  lights,  4,377.88 

Interest,  3,503.00 

Soldiers'  aid,  62.89 

Pauper  account,  587.82 

Fire  department,  3,132.34 

Forest  Glade  cemetery,  253.77 

Police  department,  1,159.92 

Miscellaneous,  2,745.86 

Highways,  5,649.13 

School  department,  16,089.56 


Total  expenditures,  153,721.21 


Balance  on  band,  $31,258.50 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  mayor  and  city  coun- 
cils of  Somersworth,  N.  H. 

Almon  D.  Tolles, 

Treasurer. 
Somersworth,  N.  H.,  March  17,  1896. 


Somersworth,  N.  H.,  March  20,  1896. 
The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Finance,  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  Almon  D. 
Tolles,  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Somersworth,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  March  1,  1896,  and  find  the  books  correctly  posted,  and 
accurately  footed  and  the  payments  properly  vouched. 

Chris.  H.  Wells, 
A.  A.  Perkins, 
W.  E.  Bedell, 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Finance. 


CITY   AUDITORS'   REPORT. 


SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  Mai'ch  20,  1896. 
The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Finance,  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  Almon  D. 
Tolles,  city  treasurer,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  1,  1896, 
and  found  the  books  properly  kept,  the  payments  properly 
vouched,  correctly  posted  and  accurately  footed,  the  balance  of 
cash  on  hand  on  said  March  1,  1896,  being  thirty-one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($31,258.50). 

Chris.  H.  Wells, 
A.  A.  Perkins, 
W.  E.  Bedell, 

Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Finance. 


Somersworth,  N.  H.,  March  23,  1896. 
The  undersigned,  auditors  of  the  city  of  Somersworth,  have 
this  day  examined  the  books  of  Almon  D.  Tolles,  treasurer  of 
the  city  of  Somersworth,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  1, 
1896,  and  find  the  books  correctly  posted  and  accurately  footed, 
and  payments  properlj^  vouched. 

(Signed)  H.  Ansel  Hayes, 

Charles  F.  Blake, 

Auditors. 


LIST  OF  NOTES   OF  THE   CITY  OF   SOMERSWORTH, 
N.    H.,    MARCH    1,    1896. 

No. 

1,  school,  paid. 

2,  "  " 

3,  "  " 

4,  "      Sept.    9,  1890,  Som.  Savings  Bank,    $2,000 
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5,  school,  Oct.    8,  1890,  Sora.  Savings  Bank,   82,000 

6,  "      Nov.  17,     "  "  "  2,000 

7,  ''      Jan.    14,  1891,  "  "  2,000 


8  to  18,  sewer,  paid. 
19  to  22,  outstanding  bills,  paid. 
23  to  26,  sewer,  paid. 
27  to  31,  extension  of  water-works,  paid. 

32,  refunding  debt,  Oct.  13,  1894,  Somersworth 

Savings  Bank,  S20,000 

33,  refunding  debt,  Oct.  13, 1894,  Somersworth 

Savings  Bank,  20,000 

34,  refunding  debt,  Oct.  13, 1894,  Somersworth 

Savings  Bank,  20,000 

35,  refunding  debt,  Oct.  16,  1894,  Somersworth 

Savings  Bank,  4,700 


36,  bridge  debt,  Dec.  19,  1894,  Somersworth 

Savings  Bank,  $7,000 

37,  road-roller,  Aug.  4,  1895,  Somersworth  Sav- 

ings Bank,  1,750 


38,  water-works,  paid,  $10,000 

39,  water-works,  Nov.  20,  1895,  E.  P.  Home,     $1,000 

40,  water-works,  Nov.  1,  1895,  E.  H.  Rollins  & 

Sons,  5,000 

41,  water-works,  Nov.  1,  1895,  E.  H.  Rollins  & 

Sons,  5,000 

42,  water-works,  Nov.  1,  1895,  E.  H.  Rollins  & 

Sons,  5,000 

43,  water-works,  Nov.  1,  1895,  E.  H.  Rollins  & 

Sons,  5,000 

44,  water-works,  Nov.  1,  1895,  E.  H.  Rollins  & 

Sons,  5,000 

45,  water-works,  Nov.  20,   1895,  Great   Falls 

National  Bank,  5,000 

46,  water-works,  Nov.   20,  1895,  Somersworth 

Savings  Bank,  9,000 


$8,000 


64,700 


8,750 


40,000 
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47,  sewer,  Dec.  6,  1895,  Somersworth  Savings 

Bank,  $2,000 


48,  water-works,  Jan.   8,   1896,  J.   L.  Wood- 
some,  $1,200 


2,000 


1,200 


49,  refunding,  No.  38,  Jan.  14,  1896,  Somers- 

wortii  Savings  Bank,  $5,000 

50,  refunding,  No.  38,  Jan.  14, 1896, Great  Falls 

National  Bank,  5,000 

10,000 

-51,  water-works,  Jan.  23,   1896,  Somersworth 

Savings  Bank,  $5,000 

52,  water-works,   Jan.    30,    1896,    Albert    W. 

Hayes,  3,000 

53,  water-works,  Jan.  30,  1896,  Chas.  S.  Buck,  2,700 
-54,  water-works,    Jan.    30,    1896,    Hattie    B. 

Spinney,  1,600 

55,  water-works,    Jan.    30,    1896,    Hattie    B. 

Spinney,  2,000 

56,  water-works,  Feb.  1,  1896,  E.  H.  Rollins  & 

Sons,  5,000 

-57,  water-works,  Feb.  1,  1896,  E.  H.  Rollins  & 

Sons,  5,000 

58,  water-works,  Feb.  1,  1896,  E.  H.  Rollins  & 

Sons,  5,000 

59,  water-works,  Feb.  1,  1896,  E.  H.  Rollins  & 

Sons,  5,000 

■60,  water-works,  Feb.  1,  1896,  E.  H.  Rollins  & 

Sons,  5,000 

■61,  water-works,  Feb.  5,  1896,  Mrs.  James  G. 

Houston,  1,000 

'62,  water-works,    Feb.    10,    1896,    James    L. 

Woodsome,  300 

63,  water-works,  Feb.  19,  1896,  E.  W.  Foul,  1,200 
•64,  water-works,   Feb.   22,   1896,   Mrs.  J.    G. 

Houston,  1,000 

■65,  water-works,   Feb.   22,    1896,   Mrs.  J.    G. 

Houston,  1,000 

43,800 
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66,  sewer,  Feb.  24,  1896,  Great  Falls  National 

Bank,  $1,000 

1,000 

67,  water-works,  Feb.  26,  1896,  L.  G.  Cooper,     $3,000 

68,  water-works,    Feb.  29,   1896,   Great    Falls 

National  Bank,  2,000 

5,000 


$184,450 

Respectfully, 

Almon  D.  Tolles, 

Treasurer. 


REPORT  OF  CITY   MARSHAL. 


SOMERSWORTH,  N.  H.,  March  1,  1896. 

To   His   Honor   the   Mayor   and    City  Councils  of  the   City  of 

Somersworth  : 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of 
the  police  department  of  the  city  of  Somersworth,  ending  March  1, 
1896,  showing  what  has  been  done  during  the  past  year.  The 
following  is  a  statement  of  the  different  offences  for  which  arrests 
were  made,  and  the  number  of  the  same  : 

ARRESTS. 

Whole  number  of  arrests,  272 

CAUSES    OF   ARRESTS. 

Drunkenness,  104 

Common  drunk,  7 

Keeping  liquor  for  sale,  62 

Store  open  Sunday,  3 

Store  open  after  hours,  8 

Larceny,  14 

Assault,  6 

Evading  fare,  1 

False  pretence,  1 

Playing  ball,  1 

Fast  driving,  1 

Disorderly  conduct,  5 

Profanity,  2 

Malicious  trespass,  3 

Receiving  stolen  goods,  1 

Abandonment  of  children,  1 

Obstructing  sidewalk,  2 
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Obscene  language,  1 

Arrests  made  and  disclosed  before  conviction,  18 

Discharged,  81 

HOW    DISPOSED    OF. 

Held  to  answer  in  supreme  court,  7 

Sentence  suspended,  5 

Sentenced  to  jail,  1 

House  of  correction,  5 

Paid  fine  and  costs,  161 

Appealed,  16 

Placed  on  file,  6 

Disclosed  and  discharged,  13 

Discharged  on  leaving  city,  9 
Whole  number  of  persons  furnished  with  food  and  lodgings,       508 

Amount  of  fines  and  costs,  including  officers'  fees  and 
supreme  court  fees,  and  turned  over  to  the  city  of 
Somersworth  from  the  police  court,  $1,991.73 

The  police  clock  system  is  an  excellent  one,  and  with  a  few 
changes  which  may  easily  be  made  another  spring,  it  will  be  in 
good  working  order.  It  enables  the  police  to  be  in  communication 
with  the  police  station  at  the  various  boxes,  and  secures  for  the 
faithful  officer  an  undeniable  record  of  the  performance  of  his 
duties.  The  system  is  moreover  a  source  of  considerable  protection 
from  fires  in  the  night,  and  from  the  operations  of  law  breakers 
under  cover  of  the  darkness. 

Improvement  in  police  work  is  not  always  speedy.  It  must  fre- 
quently come  slowly,  and  in  the  face  of  not  a  few  obstacles.  Offi- 
cers should  be  made  to  feel  secure  in  their  position  while  doing 
their  duty.  In  no  other  way  can  good,  faithful  work  be  expected 
of  them.  The  police  force  to-day  is  in  an  excellent  condition.  The 
results  for  the  year  have  been  good  on  the  whole,  and  such  as  to 
commend  themselves  to  our  people.  It  should  be  the  aim,  however, 
to  bring  continued  improvement  into  the  force  until  it  reaches  the 
highest  plane  of  efficiency. 

The  duties  of  an  officer  are  arduous,  and  at  times  discouraging, 
and  he  needs  the  support  and  encouragement  of  good,  law-abiding 
citizens  in  so  far  as  he  faithfully  administers  the   responsibilities 
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resting  upon  him.     Without  that  encouragement  and  support  the 
efficiency  of  an  officer  can  be  but  very  slight. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  thank  aU  who  have  assisted  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duties.  I  wish  to  testify  to  the  kind  words  and 
assistance  rendered  by  the  mayor,  police  committee,  the  assistant 
marshal,  and  other  members  of  the  force. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]  Chas.  C.  Axlabd, 

City  Marshal. 


POLICE    COURT     OF     SOMERSWORTH. 


From  April  20,  1895,  to  March  1,  1896. 


CIVIL   DOCKET. 

Whole  number  of  entries,  33 

CRIMINAL    DOCKET. 

Whole  number  arraigned,  254 

"               discharged,  31 

"              convicted,  223 

OFFENCES. 

Drunkenness,  104 

Common  drunkard,  7 

Keeping  liquor  for  sale,  62 

Keeping  shop  open  Sunday,  2 

"     at  night,  1 

Larceny,  8 

Assault,  14 

Evading  fare,  6 

Making  threats,  1 

False  pretences,  1 

Playing  ball  in  street,  1 

Fast  driving,  1 

Disorderly  conduct,  5 

Profanity,  2 

Malicious  trespass,  3 

Receiving  stolen  goods,  1 

Abandonment  of  children,  1 

Obstructing  sidewalk,                                   '  1 

Brawl,  1 
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Obscene  language,  1 

Held  to  answer  in  supreme  court,  7 

Sentence  suspended,  5 

Sentenced  to  jail,  1 

"     house  of  correction,  5 

"     pay  fine  and  costs,  161 

Appealed,  16 

Placed  on  file,  6 

Disclosed  and  discharged,  13 

Discharged  on  leaving  city,  9 

Received  for  fines,  $808.00 

"       officers',  witnesses',  and  solicitors'  fees,  1,005.60 

"       for  writs,  etc.,  16.69 

"       from  C.  C.  Allard,  supreme  court  fees,  54.14 

''       C.  C.  Allard,  fees,  3.76 

Paid  for  complaints  and  warrants,  witnesses,  etc.,  80.60 

F.  L.  Shapleigh, 

Clerk. 


REPORT   OF   CITY   SOLICITOR. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Councils : 

Agreeable  to  requirement,  I  submit  herewitii  a  report  of  the 
business  of  my  office  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1896. 

While  the  good  order  which  has  prevailed  in  the  city  indi- 
cates an  exceptionally  efficient  administration  of  police,  that 
condition  has  been  brought  about  by  unusual  activity  in  the 
prosecution  of  offenders,  and  has  resulted  in  a  very  substantial 
sum  paid  to  the  city  treasurer  from  fines  and  costs. 

There  are  now  pending  two  civil  matters,  in  each  of  which 
the  city  is  a  party  :  The  Somersworth  Savings  Bank  vs.  The 
City  of  Somersworth,  which  is  a  petition  to  the  supreme  court 
for  the  abatement  of  certain  taxes,  and  which  is  now  pending 
in  the  law  court ;  The  Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Company  vs. 
The  City  of  Somersworth,  in  which  it  is  sought  to  determine 
the  value  of  water  pipe  and  water  rights  taken  by  the  city  from 
the  company  and  incorporated  into  its  municipal  system  of 
water-works,  and  which  is  now  pending  before  a  board  of  three 
referees  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  parties. 

It  seems  almost  needless  for  me  to  refer  to  the  added  burden 
upon  the  solicitor  growing  out  of  the  construction  of  water- 
works and  sewers  ;  but  the  regular  duties  of  the  office  are  so 
manifold  and  arduous  that,  when  combined  with  the  extra 
labors,  they  have  operated  to  render  the  life  of  the  solicitor  a 
busy  one,  and  afforded  him  but  small  opportunity  to  enjoy  the 
emoluments  of  his  office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

David  R.  Pierce, 

City  Solicitor. 


REPORT   OF   TAX   COLLECTOR. 


SoMERSWORTH,  N.  H.,  February  29,  1896. 
To  the  Mayor  and  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Somersworth  : 

In  accordance  with  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  to  you  my  report  of  the  collection  of  taxes  for 
1895,  as  follows  : 

Tax  list  committed  to  me  for  collection,  $56,182.45 

Added  valuation,  35.13 


To  abatements  made  by  the  assessors  for  the  follow- 
ing causes  and  amounts  : 

Excessive  valuation,  $62.08 
Soldiers,  7.28 
Over  age,  1.82 
Under  age,  12.74 
Account  of  sickness,  17.29 
Dead,  5.46 
Duplicated,  12.30 
Destitute,  9.10 
Non-taxable,  36.40 
Error  in  taxation,  12.74 
Abatement  of  13  poll  taxes,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  parties  are  unknown 
and  cannot  be  found,  23.66 


;,217.58 


200.87 


Balance  charged  to  collector,  $56,016.71 

To  cash  paid  to  A.  D.  Tolles,  treasurer,  54,800.21 


Balance  uncollected,  $1,216.50 
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The  tax  assessed  upon  the  property  of  the  Somersworth 
Savings  Bank,  amounting  to  twelve  hundred  and  sixteen  and 
fifty  hundredths  dollars  (Si, 216. 50)  has  not  been  collected; 
payment  has  been  demanded,  but  the  bank  refused  to  pay  until 
the  question  of  the  validity  of  such  tax,  now  pending  in  the 
supreme  court,  shall  have  been  decided. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  P.  Stevens, 

Collector. 


REPORT  OF  FOREST  GLADE  CEMETERY  TRUSTEES. 


To  the  Mayor  and  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Somersworth  : 

Herewith  we   hand  you   the  report  of  the   afifairs   of  Forest 
Glade  Cemetery  for  the  year  1895,  as  made  up  by  the  clerk. 

Jesse  R.  Horne, 
Wm.  F.  Harmon, 
James  A.  Edgerly, 
Edwin  R.   Bartlett, 
Wm.  D.  Knapp, 
Directors  of  Forest  Glade  Cemetery. 
Somersworth,  March  1,  1896. 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash  on  hand  March  1,  1895,  $86.76 

of  Helen  A.  Paul,  for  lot,  60.00 

Charles  O.  Rankins,  45.00 

estate  John  C.  Lothrop,  107.50 

George  F.  Hill,  80.00 

W.  H.  H.  Gillespie,  50.00 

Alanson  A.  Hatch,  75.00 

Ellen  Cheney,  75.00 

Ella  O.  Ricker,  65.00 

F.  P.  Reeve,  75.00 

George  W.  Hough,  48.00 

Charles  H.  Annis,  on  account,  60.00 

Charles  W.  Tibbets,  "                                           55.00 

Frank  Garland,  "                                             10.00 

Learned  A.  Watson,  "                                             10.00 

0.  H.  Joy  and  others,  "                                             60.00 

Fred  Chesley,  in  full,  40.00 

sundry  persons  for  labor,  562.20 

interest  on  trust  fund,  261.66 

appropriation  by  city,  253.77 

$2,079.89 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  Jule  Pipin,  for  labor, 

Levi  Turcote, 
Samuel  Abbot, 
Charles  Laundria, 
John  Dandier, 
William  Nommo, 
Thomas  Stanton, 
A.  W.  Bailey, 
A.  Gaudette, 
David  Wingate, 
J.  R.  Home, 
A.  Gaudette,       dressing, 
A.  Gaudette,  " 

George  A.  Swain, 
Daniel  Hodsdon, 
S.  A.  Seavey, 
I.  Keating, 
Alex,  Stewart, 
Paul  A.  Rainville, 
S.  C.  Home, 
F.  M.  Libby,  for  lot, 
W.  B.  Martin,  sod, 
hay  and  grain, 
William  D.  Merrick, 
Spence  &  Coombs, 
George  A.  Priestly, 
W.  B.  Martin,  superintendent, 


ASSETS. 

Due  on  accounts  for  lots  and  labor, 


$341.75 
231.00 

237. oa 

173.25 

147.00 

49.50 

17.25 

20.25 

27.50 

6.7S 

4.58 

41.00 

34.50 

40.00 

.50 

11.00 

10. OO 

.55 

7.50 

3.24 

18.00 

66.40 

65.00 

29.19 

25.00 

2.70 

469.50 


$2,079.8^ 


$132.00 


No  outstanding  bills. 


W.  B.  Martin, 

Clerk. 


115 


SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  Marcb  31,  1896. 

This  certifies  that  we  have  this  day  examined  the  books  and 
accounts  of  William  B.  Martin,  superintendent  of  Forest  Glade 
cemetery,  showing  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  that  we 
have  found  the  expenditures  properly  vouched  for  and  the  foot- 
ings correct. 

H.  Ansel  Hayes, 

C.  F.  Blake, 

Auditors. 


CEMETERY    TRUST   FUND. 

The  Cemetery  Trust  Fund  amounts  to  six  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  as  follows  : 


Names  of  Donors. 


Owners  of  Lots  Provided  For. 


Amount. 


Jeremy  W.Orange 

Sarah  Andrews 

Frederick  B.  Underbill 

A.  A.  and  A.  L.  Frost 

Edward  A.  Rollins 

Sarah  A.  Rollins 

Robert  L-  Ham 

Harriet  L.  Rollins 

Helen  M.  Twombly 

Mary  W.  Ricker 

Clementina  Bickford  

Joanna  Lord 

Amasa  Kennison 

Alice  J.  Watson 

Kirk  W.  Moses 

Charles  L.  Chick 

Mary  A.Hill 

Joseph  S.  Ricker 

Samuel  Grant 

Calvin  Rollins 

Charles  H.  Parker 

John  Smilie 

Frances  S.  Huntress 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Horn . 

Lois  Merrill 

Sophronia  Hill 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Rollins 

Joseph  W.  Hanson 

John  B.  Burrows 

Jesse  W.  Whitehouse 

Ephraim  B.  Stillings 

ADbie  L.  Davis 

Mrs.  Kate  J.  Smith 

George  E.  Hubbard 

Joshua  Ham 

Mrs.  Philena  Pearl 

Mary  A.  Prouty 

George  W.  Lord 

Joseph  Hubbard 

Elias  C.  Varney 

Louisa  T.  Davis 

Mrs.  Ida  Brackett 

Mrs.  Luella  J.  Welch 

Mrs.  Olive  A.  Perkins 

Mrs.  Olive  A.  Perkins 

Mrs.  Betsey  S.  Chase 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Brigham 

Miss  Hannah  E.  Home 

John  R.  Poor 

Ambrose  Eastman 

Mary  P.  Elliott 

Mary  A.  Legro 

J.  P.  and  Mary  A.  Dixon 

Lucy  Staples 

Isabell  S.  Emery 

Caroline  T.  Stevens 

Brackett  Dore 

Addie  B.Webber 

Isaac  Chandler 

Lydia  S.  Hamilton 

Sidney  B.  Hayes,  adm'r.   

Ida  M.  Clemment 

Joseph  A.  Stickney 

Betsey  and  Jane  B.  Holden. . . 

Sarah  E.  Hatch [son. 

Chester  Allen  and  Eliz'th  Gil- 
Oharles  F.  Bryant 


Jeremy  W.Orange 

Elisha  and  Charles  W.  Andrews  . 

Frederick  B.  Underbill 

Otis  A.  Frost 

D.  G.  and  E.A.Rollins 

Samuel  S.  Rollins  and  others 

Robert  L.  Ham 

Andrew  W.  Rollins  and  others — 

Samuel  Twombly 

Mary  W.  Ricker 

Clementina  Bickford 

Joanna  and  Abigail  Lord 

.■Imasa  Kennison 

Daniel  S.  Watson 

Kirk  W.  Moses 

Charles  L.  Chick , 

Hannah  E.  Horn 

Ricker  lot,  No.  27,  N.  E 

Samuel  Grant 

Calvin  Rollins  and  others 

Farzina  Hurd  and  others 

John  and  Lydia  H.  Smilie 

Frances  S.  Huntress , 

John  Home 

Moses  Merrill 

John  C.  Hill 

Goodwin  and  Jordan 

Dr.  Jacob  C.Hanson 

John  B.  Burrows 

S.  D.  and  Jesse  W.  Whitehouse  ... 

Ephraim  B.  Stillings 

Elizabeth  Davis 

Mrs.  Kate  J.  Smith 

George  E .  Hubbard 

Joshua  Ham 

Mrs.  Ichabod  Pearl 

Dexter  B.  Prouty 

Mary  A.  and  Margaret  Lord 

Joshua  R.  Hubbard 

Elias  C.  Varney 

David  and  Harrison  B.  Davis 

Mrs.  Ida  Brackett 

Mrs.  Luella  J.  Welch 

Enoch  Perkins 

Elisha  Andrews 

J.  M.  and  C.M.Chase 

Moody  Pike 

James  Home 

Joshua  and  J.  T.  Furber 

John  A.  Burleigh 

Dr.  Charles  F.  Elliott 

Lot  27,  S.  E.  D 

Oliver  H.  and  Mary  W.  G.  S.  Lord. 

Lucy  Staples 

Rufus  W.  Stevens 

Luther  and  Caroline  T.  Stevens... 

Lot  21,  Div.  9 

James  Deleno 

Isaac  Chandler 

Silas  M.  Hamilton 

Mary  B.  Wentworth 

Lot  31,  Northwest 

Lot  26  and  adds.  Eastern  Div 

Wm.  Holden 

Lot  1,  Div.  23 : 

Lot  14  and  16,  Div.  12 

Dennis  O'Brien 


$200.00 

200.00 

25.00 

50.00 

200.00 

300.00 

25.00 

300.00 

100.00 

100.00 

50.00 

20.00 

50.00 

20.00 

100.00 

20.00 

20.00 

100.00 

300.00 

50.00 

30.00 

125.00 

50.00 

20.00 

50.00 

25.00 

50.00 

60.00 

200.00 

100.00 

25.00 

50.00 

100.00 

50.00 

60.00 

50.00 

50.00 

100.00 

50.00 

100.00 

50.00 

50.00 

50.00 

37.50 

37.50 

50.00 

100.00 

50.00 

300.00 

300.00 

100.00 

.50.00 

100.00 

50.00 

100.00 

50.00 

50.00 

50.00 

200.00 

50.00 

50.00 

100.00 

400.00 

50.00 

100.00 

100.00 

50.00 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEER  OF  THE  POOR. 


To  the  Mayor  and  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Somersworth  : 

In  compliance  with  the  ordinance  of  the  city,  I  present  my 
report  of  expenses  on  account  of  paupers,  soldiers,  and  their 
dependents,  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1896  : 


CITY    PAUPERS. 


F.  Dion,  goods  delivered  Ignace  Bisson,  $8.07 

C.  Ham,  milk  delivered  Joseph  Buldoc,  4.30 

Richards  &  Co.,  wood  delivered  Kate  Conners,      $10.50 
C.  F.  Blake,  wood  delivered  Kate  Conners,  6.00 


16.50 


S.  James  &  Son,  goods  delivered  FredElwell,  $5.01 

Orrin  Hooper,  rent,  Fred  Elwell,  5.00 


10.01 

Clark  &  Nutter,  medicine  delivered  Moses  Foss,  1.25 

Thomas  Morgan,  goods  delivered  Mary  Gillespie,     $5.03 
B.  &  M.  Railroad,  ticket,  Mary  Gillespie,  1.15 

Anna  Bunker,  board,  Mary  Gillespie  and  child,        12.00 

18.18 


0.  Demers,  goods  delivered  Joseph  Lacasse,  $33.00 

N.  Roberge,  burial  Joseph  Lacasse,  10.00 


B.  &  M.  Railroad,  ticket,  John  J.  Horn, 
George  J.  Frechette,  goods  delivered  Alfred 

Labruix, 
N.  Roberge,  burial  Alfred  Labruix, 

Mass.  General  Hospital,  board  and  treatment 

Patrick  McGuinnes, 
A.  L.  Faunce,  burial  M.  F.  McDonald, 
F.  Dion,  goods  to  Seymour  Webber, 
Richards  &  Co.,  wood  to  Seymour  "Webber, 


43.00 
.90 

$10.00 

10.00 

20  00 

18.00 

4.50 

$27.42 

3.50 
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Hannah  Young,  services,  Seymour  Webber,  S44.50 

O.  A.  Small,  services,  Seymour  Webber,  4.00 

Marv  Annis,  rent,  Sevmour  Webber,  10.00 

89.42 

P.  D.  O'Connell,  goods  to  N.  L.  Wallingford,  21.00 

W.  B.  Martin,  transportation,  Walter  Parsons,  2.00 

$257.13 

N.  H.  Asylum,  board  and  treatment  Henry 

Willette,  insane,  $77.22 

Geo.  J.  Frechette,  board  of  Edward  Goulette, 

paralysis,  S33.00 

St.  Joseph's  Home,  by  order  of  city  councils, 

Edward  Goulette,  200.00 

Geo.  J.  Frechette,  transportation  to  Canada, 

Edward  Goulette,  20.50 


253.50 


$330.72 


SOLDIERS    AND    THEIR    DEPENDENTS. 


William  Plummer,  goods  to  W.  H.  H.  Gillespie,  $5.00 

Richards  &  Co.,  wood  and  coal,  C.  Connely,  34.89 

H.  Cochrane,  wood,  William  H.  Littlefield,  10.00 

S.  James  &  Son,  goods  to  Charles  F.  Smith,  10.00 

A.  Gaudette,  wood  to  Charles  F.  Smith,  3.00 

$62.89 
Respectfully  submitted  : 

William  B.  Martin, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor. 


REPORT   OF  CITY   PHYSICIAN. 


SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  February  29,  1896. 

To  the  City  Councils: 

Gentlemen  : — In  presenting  ray  annual  report  it  is  proper  to 
say  in  explanation  of  its  brevity  that  the  range  of  duties  pre- 
scribed by  ordinance  for  the  city  physician  is  quite  limited,  the 
most  important  being  attendance  upon  sick  paupers  and  patients, 
under  the  direction  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor.  This  and  sucii 
other  special  duties  as  have  devolved  upon  me  I  have  enileav- 
ored  to  perform  faithfully  and  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  Any 
facte  or  suggestions  as  would  properly  find  a  place  in  ray  report 
are  with  equal  propriety  utilized  in  the  report  of  the  board  of 
health,  of  which  the  city  physician  is  a  member  and  to  which 
you  are  respectively  referred.  With  thanks  to  the  councils  for 
their  uniform  courtesy  and  consideration. 

Respectfully  submitted  : 

Chas.  E.  Swaset, 
City  Physician. 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  OFFICER  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


Gentlemen  : — The  sanitary  officer  herewith  submits  his 
report  for  the  year  ending  February  29,  1896  : 

Dwelling-houses  inspected,  296 

Tenements  inspected,  454 

Stores  inspected,  25 

Hotels  inspected,  3 

Shoe  shops  inspected,  2 

School-houses,  4 

These  inspections  include  privies,  vaults,  water-closets,  cel- 
lars, stables,  out-buildings,  sinks  and  sink-pipes,  drains  and 
cess-pools,  yards  and  alleys.  Particular  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  importance  of  having  all  sink-pipes  trapped  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  unhealthy  gases,  also  a  thorough  ventila- 
tion of  cellars,  that  they  be  kept  free  from  dampness  and 
decaying  vegetables,  and  that  they  should  be  dry,  light,  and 
airy,  so  that  no  noxious  gases  could  enter  the  upper  rooms  of 
the  house. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  complaints  have  been  made  from 
the  following  causes  : 

Filthy  privies  and  vaults,  27 

Defective  sink-drains,  cess-pools,  and  stagnant  water,  30 

Offensive  smells  and  rubbish,  53 

Sewers,  stable  cellars,  and  pig-pens,  17 

Sink-water  on  ground,  and  bad  well-water,  22 

Miscellaneous,  10 

All  of  the  complaints  have  been  investigated,  and  in  most 
cases  a  remedy  was  provided. 

Dumps. — The  one  near  New  Dam  road,  and  the  one  near  High 
street  have  been  often  causes  of  complaint  on  account  of  offen- 
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sive  odors  arising  from  the  decomposition  of  refuse  animal  and 
vegetable  rubbish. 

A  sign  has  been  placed  at  the  High-street  Stewart  dump, 
warning  all  persons  against  dumping  anything  on  the  lot  injuri- 
ous to  the  public  health. 

The  practice  of  depositing  dead  dogs,  cats,  and  fowls  on 
vacant  lots  in,  or  near,  the  compact  part  of  the  city,  cannot  be 
too  severely  condemned,  and  persons  who  wilfully  commit  such 
nuisances  should  be  made  to  suffer  the  penalties  of  the  law. 

The  rules  and  regulations  of  the  board  of  health  have  been 
distributed  to  parties  who  were  ordered  to  remove  nuisances 
found  upon  their  premises. 

Ten  dead  animals  were  buried  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  and 
sixty-one  privy  vaults  were  ordered  to  be  cleaned  out.  Licenses 
to  remove  the  contents  of  privy  vaults  were  issued  to  five  per- 
sons after  inspection  of  carts  and  wagons,  and  approved  by  the 
board  of  health. 

Contagious  diseases  have  been  reported  as  follows  : 

Diphtheria,  7 

Scarlet  fever,  3 

Typhoid  fever,  18 

Measles,  24 


Total,  52 

Three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  proved  fatal.  The  three  cases 
of  scarlet  fever,  and  the  first  case  of  measles  were  contracted 
outside  the  limits  of  the  city.  In  twenty-three  cases,  the  dis- 
ease was  supposed  to  have  been  contracted  by  connection  with 
some  previous  case.  Bad  water  and  defective  sewerage  were 
the  probable  causes  in  three  cases.  Forty-seven  houses  have 
been  placarded,  and  the  placards  removed  at  the  termination  of 
the  diseases.  Weekly  reports  of  contagious  diseases  have  been 
mailed  to  the  state  board  of  health,  at  Concord.  Ten  houses 
were  fumigated,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease.  The  school  committee  was  notified  in 
each  case,  and  all  children  were  restrained  from  further  attend- 
ance at  school  until  all  danger  from  contagion  had  passed. 
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In  families  wiiere  malignant  contagious  diseases  existed,  cir- 
culars, issued  by  the  state  board  of  health,  were  distributed,  and 
instructions  were  given  to  isolate  the  patients  as  much  as  possi- 
ble from  other  members  of  the  family. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Daniel  Wingate, 
Sanitary  Officer. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  City  Councils  of  the  City  of  Somersworth : 

Gentlemen  :  The  undersigned  herewith  submit  their  report 
for  the  year  ending  February  29,  1896. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  record  the  fact  that  in  the  year 
past  tiie  public  health  has  been  unusually  good,  no  serious  epi- 
demics having  visited  our  city. 

There  is  a  growing  inclination  manifested  among  our  people 
to  conform  in  and  around  their  dwellings  to  correct  sanitary 
conditions. 

We  believe  there  is  a  more  general  and  intelligent  recognition 
of  the  value  of  sanitary  work  in  abating  sickness,  in  lengthen- 
ing the  average  of  life,  and  in  adding  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
community. 

Health  is  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  that  we  can  enjoy.  It 
is  priceless  in  value  and  largely  under  our  control.  Are  we  not 
responsible  as  a  community  and  as  individuals  for  the  preva- 
lence of  disease  in  our  midst,  if  caused  by  unsanitary  con- 
ditions, such  as  cellars  not  ventilated,  containing  decaying 
vegetables,  mouldy  boxes  and  barrels,  sink  pipes  not  properly 
trapped,  or  sink  drains  full  and  emitting  poisonous  gases,  filthy 
privy  vaults  and  cesspools,  overflowing  and  not  properly  con- 
structed ;  yards  and  alleys  containing  decaying  vegetable  and 
other  filthy  rubbish,  which  in  their  decomposition  emit  noxious 
and  offensive  odors  ?  All  of  these  conditions  are  fruitful  sources 
of  many  preventable  diseases. 

The  board  has  been  called  upon  to  investigate  various  classes 
of  nuisances.  We  are  gratified  to  report  that  in  nearly  all  cases 
a  remedy  has  been  found  and  our  recommendations  have  been 
carried  out.  There  has  been  no  occasion  to  use  arbitrary 
power,  or  to  resort  to  the  courts  to  secure  enforcement  of  our 
orders.    Our  citizens,  generally,  have  manifested  a  willingness 
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to  comply  with  the  orders  which  have  been  issued,  and  to  assist 
the  board  in  the  performance  of  such  sanitary  work  as  was 
needed. 

Complaint  has  been  made  to  the  board  that  we  have  no  suit- 
able place  to  bury  dead  animals,  or  deposit  offensive  rubbish. 
The  attention  of  the  city  council  is  respectfully  called  to  the 
importance  of  providing  such  a  place  away  from  dwellings  and 
sources  of  water  supply.  The  dumps  near  High  street  and 
New  Dam  road  are  not  suitable  places  for  such  deposits. 

The  city  is  to  be  congratulated  that  a  system  of  public  water- 
works has  been  planned  and  nearly  completed,  which  will  fur- 
nish its  citizens  an  amply  supply  of  pure  water  for  drinking  and 
domestic  uses. 

The  extension  of  our  sewer  system  will  afford  us  a  means  of 
suspending  such  nuisances  as  vile  privy  vaults,  sink  drains, 
and  filthy  cesspools. 

These  two  important  improvements — an  ample  public  supply 
of  pure  water  and  a  completed  system  of  sewers — will  go  far  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  illness  from  certain  forms  of  disease, 
especially  typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria. 

It  is  a  noted  fact  that  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  our  state, 
where  public  water-works  have  been  established,  without  ex- 
ception the  health  of  the  people  has  been  improved.  The 
report  of  the  executive  officer  of  the  board,  which  makes  a  part 
of  this  report,  is  referred  to  for  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
work  completed  during  the  year. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  tender  our  thanks  to  the  officers 
and  members  of   the   city  government  and  to  our  citizens  gen- 
erally for  their  hearty  cooperation  with  us  in  the  discharge  of 
our  duties,  in  the  interest  of  sanitary  reform. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  E.  Swasey, 
William  B.  Martin, 
Daniel  Wingate, 

Board  of  Health. 


REPORT   OF   CHIEF   ENGINEER. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  City  Coicncils  : 

Gentlemen  :  In  compliance  with  the  ordinance  and  in  behalf 
of  the  board  of  engineers  I  present  the  following  report  of  the 
fire  department  for  the  year  ending  February  28,  1896  : 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  and  for  the  year  ending  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1896,  there  have  been  but  two  fires,  both  of  which  I 
have  attended :  in  addition  to  this  there  have  been  several 
alarms,  attended  with  little  or  no  damage. 

The  total  amount  of  property  destroyed  by  these  two  fires 
will  aggregate  about  $3,000. 

The  department  at  present  consists  of  four  engineers. 

Deluge  Engine  Company  No.  1,  fifty-four  men.  Foreman, 
Chas.  M.  Farley. 

Alert  Hose  Company  No.  2,  twenty-one  men.  Foreman, 
Fred  Weisner. 

Deluge  Hose  Company  No.  3,  twenty-one  men.  Foreman, 
Patrick  Quinlan. 

Conqueror  Engine  Company  No.  4,  forty  men.  Foreman, 
Loren  D.  Casler. 

Rescue  Hook  &  Ladder  Company,  twenty-four  men.  Fore- 
man, L.  Decater. 

INVENTORY. 

Deluge  No.  1. 

1  hand  engine  and  hose  truck,  $300.00 
1,000  feet  double-jacket  hose,  550.00 
350  feet  single-jacket  hose,  87.50 
12  rubber  coats,  42.00 
16  curtains,  5.60 

2  play  pipes,  10.00 
1  shut-off  nozzle,  15.00 
1  shut-off  valve,  10.00 
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12  spanners,  $6.00 

1  hydrant  wrench,  .50 

6  lanterns,  2.10 

1  stove,  50.00 

1  coal  hod,  .25 

1  coal  shovel,  .25 

1  broom,  .25 

1  duster  and  dustpan,  1.75 

1  sprinkler,  .50 

1  oil  can,  .25 

2  axes,  2.00 
2  shovels,  .50 
1  Cooper  hose  leak  stop,  25.00 

Total,  $1,109.45 

Alert  Hose  No.  2. 

1  hose  carriage,  $200.00 

1,000  feet  double-jacket  hose,  550.00 

600  feet  single-jacket  hose,  150.00 

20  rubber  coats  and  caps,  70.00 

4  lanterns,  1.40 

12  spanners,  6.00 

1  Eastman  Siamese  coupling,  10.00 

1  tower  ladder,  1.00 

1  cupboard,  oil  can,  shovel,  etc.,  10.00 

1  heater,  50.00 

2  hydrant  wrenches,  1.00 
2  play  pipes,  30.00 
2  Callahan  shut-off  nozzles,  30.00 
1  Cooper  hose  leak  stop,  25.00 
1  axe,  1.00 

Total,  $1,135.40 

Deluge  No.  3. 

1  hose  carriage,  S200.00 

1,000  feet  double-jacket  hose,               •  550.00 

700  feet  single-jacket  hose,  175.00 
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1  duster,  $1.25 

22  rubber  coats  77.00 

3  play  pipes,  40.00 

1  shut-off  nozzle,  15.00 
3  axes,  3.00 

2  stoves,  75.00 
1  jack,  1.50 

1  table,  2.00 
36  chairs,  18.00 
15  spanners,  7.50 

2  lanterns,  .50 
500  feet  old  hose,  5.00 
1  wrench,  .50 
1  hydrant  shut-off,  3.00 
1  Cooper  hose  leak  stop,  25.00 

Total,  $1,199.75 

Conqueror  No.  ^. 

1  engine  and^hose  carriage,  f300.00 

1,000  feet  double-jacket  hose,  550.00 

300  feet  single-jacket  hose,  150.00 

450  feet  old  hose,  25.00 

12  spanners,  6.00 

13  rubber  coats,  5.50 

3  play  pipes,  25.00 
1  shut-off  nozzle,  15.00 
8  lanterns,  2.80 
I  heater,  50.00 
1  stove,  8.00 

1  duster,  1.25 

2  brooms,  .50 
1  oil  can,  .25 

1  coal  hod,  .25 
wood,  1.00 

2  shovels,  1.25 
2  tables,  3.00 
57  chairs,  30.00 
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6  settees,  $6.00 

2  wrenches,  .75 

14  rubber  coats,  32.00 

1  jack,  1.50 

1  vise,  .75 

2  inspirators,  2.00 
2  sponges,  1.00 
1  chamois  skin,  .75 

Total,  $1,219.55 

Total  in  department,  $4,684.15 

There  have  been  added  to  the  department  during  the  past  year 
three  Cooper  hose  leak  stops,  and  now,  with  very  fevr  excep- 
tions, I  consider  the  department  in  excellent  condition  to  meet 
the  demands  which  may  be  expected  to  be  made  upon  it. 

RECOMMENDATIONS . 

Having  constantly  in  mind  the  good  of  the  city  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  property  of  its  citizens  and  property  holders,  I 
would  recommend  the  following  changes  in  the  department : 

1.  I  would  recommend  the  sale  of  the  two  hand  fire  engines 
now  in  the  department. 

2.  I  would  recommend  that  an  amount  equal  to  the  expense 
necessary  to  the  running  of  the  said  two  engines  and  the  neces- 
sary number  of  men  to  man  them  in  case  of  fire,  be  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  new  hose  and  hose  carriages. 

I  desire  at  this  time  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  City  Councils  for 
their  very  courteous  treatment  of  the  department  during  the 
past  year,  and  for  their  cooperation  in  all  that  has  pertained  to 
the  management  of  the  fire  department. 

We  have  been  exceptionally  fortunate  in  regard  to  fires  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  having  only  two,  and  those  being  confined  to 
the  houses  in  which  they  originated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  S.  McDaniel, 

Chief  Engineer. 


REPORT   OF    STREET   COMMISSIONER. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  City  Coimcih : 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  city  ordinances,  I 
submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  February  29, 
1896  : 

RECEIVED. 

Appropriation  for  1895  and  1896,  $10,000.00 

Sale  of  old  lamp  posts,  16.50 

Division  5,  A.  O.  H.,  labor  on  sewer  con- 
nection, 12.90 
From  Sewer  Committee,                                          438.80 

$10,468.80 


EXPENDED. 

Repairs  on  highways  and  bridges, 

$5,087.93 

Repairs  on  sidewalks, 

1,572.44 

Macadam, 

1,744.21 

Road  roller, 

1,000.00 

Sewer  from  Franklin  to  Fremont  streets. 

438.80 

9,843.38 

Balance    including     cut-down     on    Maple 

street,  f  708.32 

The  expense  of  cutting  down  Maple  street, 
to  be  paid  for  by  J.  N.  Haines  when 
finished,  was  $92.50 

In  my  last  report  I  stated  that  with  a  road  roller  we  could  make 
as  good  a  road  as  any  in  the  state.  I  think  we  have  accomplished 
that  on  Main  street,  and  it  cost,  with  the  repairs  on  Orange  street, 
$1,743.71.  More  would  have  been  accomplished,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  delay  in  finding  a  place  to  locate  the  stone  crusher, 
where  stone  could  be  found  without  the  expense  of  carting  it.     I 


130 

think  we  have  found  a  place  where  there  is  stone  enough  to  last 
the  city  for  many  years.  A  good,  substantial  building  has  been 
built  at  an  expense  of  $730.92,  and  a  new  steel  elevator  has  been 
bought,  which  cost  $419,  and  I  would  recommend  that  there  be  ex- 
pended in  macadamizing  next  year  $3,000.  I  believe  that  we 
should  continue  to  do  a  substantial  amount  of  macadam  work  every 
year  until  every  street  in  our  city  is  macadamized.  It  would  be  a 
great  saving  of  expense  in  keeping  our  hills  in  repair  and  our 
streets  clean. 

SIDEWALKS. 

If  it  should  be  decided  to  continue  the  macadam  on  Main  street, 
it  would  require  new  edging  from  Washington  to  Franklin  streets, 
and  this  would  be  true  of  about  all  our  streets.  I  think  it  would  be 
desirable  to  finish  our  sidewalks  and  streets  at  the  same  time.  In 
the  last  year  there  have  been  800  feet  of  edging  set  on  Main  street ; 
Franklin,  135;  Green,  165;  Grand,  200;  183  square  yards  of 
brick  walk  on  Wallace  street ;  122  square  yards  of  brick  walk  on 
Green  street.  The  walks  on  Main  and  Grand  streets  were  made  of 
crushed  stone,  and  have  given  very  good  satisfaction  for  walks 
which  cost  only  fifteen  cents  per  square  yard. 

I  desire  to  express  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  to  the  various 
city  officers  my  sincere  appreciation  of  their  valuable  assistance  and 
enc  om-agem  ent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  M.  Hansok, 
Street  Commissio7ier. 

March  3,  1896. 


MACHINERY,    TOOLS,    AND  MATERIAL     ON    HAND. 

1  road  roller,  $2,750.00 

1  road  machine,  350.00 

1  stone  crusher,  engine  and  boiler,  2,200.00 

1  steel  elevator,  419.00 

buildings  at  stone  crusher,  730.92 

3  snow  plows,  225.00 

1  jigger,  25.00 
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1  2-horse  scraper,  $30.00 

2  plows,  30.00 
2,000  brick,                                                                                   16.00 

$6,775.92 
21  shovels, 
10  iron  rakes, 

8  hoes, 

4  "nigger  "  hoes, 

6  picks, 

7  stone  hammers, 

1  striking  hammer, 

6  iron  bars, 
17  steel  drills, 
12  packing  irons, 

1  tape  measure, 
4  tool  chests, 

8  locks, 

2  live-gallon  oil  cans, 
6  lanterns, 

4  axes, 

1  rammer, 
1  scoop, 

1  wooden  mall, 

5  pails. 

Estimated  value,  100.00 

$6,875.92 

TOOLS   LOANED   TO  WATER   COMMITTEE. 

10  shovels,  1  hand  hammer, 

26  picks,  1  lead  dipper, 

2  iron  bars,  1  furnace  for  melting  lead, 
4  striking  hammers,  1  wooden  mall, 

10  drills,  1  pump  and  hose. 


EEPOET 


SCHOOL  BOARD  OF  SOMERSWORTH, 


INCLUDING   A 


DETAILED  ACCOUNT  OF  EXPENDITURES  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1896. 


REPORT   OF   CHAIRMAN   OF    SCHOOL   BOARD. 


To  the  Mayor  and  City  Councils  of  the  Cityof  Somersworth,  N.  H.  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  public 
schools  of  this  city,  for  the  year  ending  February  15,  1896  : 

The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
city  during  the  year,  including  pupils  in  the  evening  school,  is 
1,608 : 

Ungraded  schools,  130 

Pi'imary  schools,  1,073 

Grammar  schools,  180 

High  school,  63 

Evening  school,  152 

an  increase  of  224,  the  evening  school  adding  largely  to  this 
increase.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  pupils  are  sometimes  counted 
twice,  having  entered  other  schools  and  thus  having  been  registered 
twice,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  figures  are  not  absolutely  correct, 
but  as  much  care  as  possible  has  been  taken  in  the  preparation  of 
these  statistics. 

At  the  close  of  the  spring  term  the  following  members  of  the  first 
class  in  the  grammar  school,  having  completed  the  grammar  school 
course,  were  granted  diplomas: 


Herbert  Bailey, 
Samuel  G.  Blaisdell, 
Fred  S.  Moore, 
Patrick  H.  Moran, 
Patrick  Haneghan, 
Joseph  Wentworth, 
Guy  C.  Reeve, 
Will  S.  Pierce, 
Edith  FaU, 
Louise  Cormier, 
Julia  McCarthy, 


Somersworth,  N.  H. 
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Of  this  number  nine  entered  the  high  school  at  the  opening  of  the 
fall  term.  Two  of  this  number  have  left  school  and  the  remainder 
are  taking  the  regular  course  of  study  therein. 

The  course  of  study  and  work  in  the  grammar  school  has  been 
slightly  changed  during  the  past  year,  less  time  having  been  devoted 
to  book-keeping  and  more  to  language  work  and  other  studies.  The 
course  of  study  in  the  grammar  school,  and  in  fact  all  the  schools 
of  the  city,  needs  a  thorough  revision,  but  such  revision  cannot  be 
made  hastily  or  arbitrarily.  It  should  be  the  fruit  of  observation  of 
the  needs  of  our  schools  gained  by  constant  visitation  by  the  reviser 
in  the  schools,  and  a  scientific  knowledge  of  the  requiremerts  of  a 
modern  course  of  study  according  to  the  most  recent  and  soundest 
authorities  upon  the  subject  of  pedagogy.  The  demands  upon  the 
pupils'  time  are  constantly  increasing  as  the  list  of  studies,  that  must 
be  pursued  in  our  public  schools  to  keep  them  abreast  with  the  work 
pursued  in  other  schools,  grows  larger.  The  first  question  the  teacher 
has  to  answer  is,  "  How  can  I  impart  the  necessary  instruction  upon 
this  subject  in  the  briefest  time,  and  yet  not  at  the  expense  of  clear- 
ness and  comprehensiveness  ?  "  None  of  the  present  board  feels 
competent  to  undertake  the  task  of  revision  now  demanded,  and 
none  has  the  necessary  time  to  devote  to  the  work. 

The  supervision  of  all  the  school  work  in  this  city  ought  to  be 
placed  at  once  in  the  hands  of  an  experienced  and  intelligent  super- 
intendent, who  could  devote  at  least  two  days  of  each  week  to  visit- 
ing our  schools,  watching  the  work  of  teachers  and  pupils  and  advis- 
ing the  board.  This  city  and  Rochester  might  well  combine  and 
employ  a  superintendent  of  schools  who  could  divide  his  time 
between  the  two  cities,  and  the  expense  would  be  lightened  to  each, 
while  the  gain  to  our  schools  would  be  far  beyond  the  outlay,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  their  present  needs. 

I  earnestly  urge  this  matter  upon  your  attention  and  request  your 
careful  consideration  of  the  matter. 

The  work  of  the  gi'ammar  schools  located  in  the  high  school 
building  has  been  greatly  retarded  during  the  past  year  by  the 
over-crowded  condition  of  the  school  rooms.  The  seating  capacity 
of  the  main  hall  occupied  by  the  principal  was  fifty-six,  and  has 
been  increased  this  year  to  sixty-seven  by  the  addition  of  seats  placed 
in  the  open  space,  which  was  none  too  large  before.  The  number  of 
pupils  in  that  room  is  sixty-nine.     Such  overcrowding  is  a  serious 
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menace  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  pupils,  and  ought  not  to 
be  allowed. 

The  same  overcrowded  condition  exists  in  the  room  occupied  by 
Miss  Meri'ick.  The  seating  capacity  of  her  main  hall  was  fifty-six, 
which  has  been  increased  this  year  to  sixty-four  by  the  addition  of 
seats,  and  the  number  of  pupils  in  that  room  is  sixty-four.  Owing 
to  the  large  number  of  pupils  and  the  large  amount  of  work  required 
of  her,  which  was  beyond  her  efforts,  an  assistant  to  Miss  Merrick 
was  employed  the  latter  part  of  the  fall  term,  Miss  Ina  M.  Cheney, 
a  graduate  of  our  high  school  and  of  the  State  Normal  school 
being  employed.  The  former  cloak  room  was  fitted  up  as  a  recita- 
tion room.  This  room  and  the  one  occupied  by  Miss  Belle  Quimby, 
assistant  to  the  principal  of  the  grammar  school,  are  very  small  and 
entirely  inadequate  to  their  needs. 

A  grammar  school  building,  large  enough  to  accommodate  all 
the  grammar  schools  of  the  city,  ought  to  be  erected  at  once.  I 
cannot  urge  this  matter  upon  your  attention  too  strongly.  The 
necessity  exists  and  demands  immediate  action.  The  number  of 
pupils  in  our  grammar  schools  increases  each  year,  and  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  coming  fall  term  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  to  seat  the 
pupils  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades  in  the  rooms  as  now  arranged. 

The  seating  capacity  of  the  main  room  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Montgomery  as  stated  above,  is  sixty-seven,  but  ought  not  to  seat 
over  fifty.  The  number  of  pupils  now  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades,  who  must  occupy  that  room  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term, 
is  ninety-six.  The  high  school  needs  more  room  and  with  a  small 
outlay  the  high  school  building  would  be  well  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  the  high  school  alone,  and  would  be  but  little  more  room  than 
is  actually  needed  for  its  use. 

A  class  of  ten  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  the  close 
of  the  spring  term ;  their  names,  residences,  and  courses  of  study 
being  as  follows : 

Edwin  Cecil  Locke,  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  English. 

Frederick  Rodney  Sanborn,  "  "  Classical. 

Daniel  John  Lothrop,  "  "  Classical. 

Ansel  Samuel  Davis,  "  "  English-Latin. 

Edith  Susan  Blake,  "  "  Classical. 

Emma  Corine  de  I'Etoile,  "  "  English-Latin. 
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Lizzie  Hobbs,  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  English-Latin. 

Edith  Austin  Pettengell,  "  "  Classical. 

Lenna  Clifton  Pettengell,  "  "  Classical. 

Annie  Maria  Roberts,  "  "  Classical. 

Of  these  Mr.  Frederick  R.  Sanborn,  Daniel  J.  Lothrop,  Edith  S. 
Blake,  and  Annie  M.  Roberts  are  pursuing  collegiate  courses,  and 
Misses  Edith  A.  Pettengell  and  Lenna  C.  Pettengell  are  taking 
courses  in  the  Massachusetts  State  Normal  school. 

The  courses  of  study  in  the  schools,  with  slight  modifications, 
have  remained  the  same  as  in  1895. 

The  work  of  the  schools,  as  a  whole,  has  been  fair,  but  it  might 
and  should  be  much  better.  I  have  no  doubt  that  under  intelligent 
and  constant  supervision  the  work  could  quickly  be  brought  up  to 
the  desired  standard. 

Your  committee  has  devoted  as  much  time  to  the  schools  as  it 
could  afford,  but  none  of  them  feels  confident  of  possessing  particu- 
lar knowledge  or  skill  in  the  work,  and  none  has  much  time  to 
devote  to  supervising  the  work  of  the  teachers  in  our  schools. 

The  suggestions  and  recommendations  of  the  several  sub-commit- 
tees of  the  different  schools  will  be  found  appended  hereto  and  are 
made  a  part  of  this  report.  The  report  of  the  Finance  and  Claims 
Committee  of  this  board,  having  in  charge  all  the  financial  affairs  of 
this  department,  also  the  financial  report  of  the  secretary,  also  the 
reports  of  all  other  committees  of  this  department,  are  appended  and 
made  a  part  of  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  F.  Russell, 
Chair7nan  of  the  School  Board. 


REPORT   OF  DEPARTMENT   OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUC- 
TION. 


ORG-^A.NIZA.TION    lS95-'96. 


William  F.  Russell,  Chairman. 

Richard  W.  Shajpleigh,  Secretary, 

MEMBERS    OF    THE    SCHOOL    BOARD. 

Richard  W,  Shapleigh,"  Ward  1,  Term  expires  1897. 

John  C.  Lothrop,*  Ward  2,  "  "       1898. 

E.  B.  White,  appointed  by  City  Councils   May    21,  1895,   to  fill 
vacancy  caused  by  Mr.  Lothrop's  decease. 

Note. — Mr.  White  was  appointed  to  the  sub-committees  upon  which   Mr. 
Lothrop  served  previous  to  his  decease. 

S.  C.  Home,  Ward  3,  Term  expires  1898. 

H.  E.  Morriscy,  Ward  4,  "  "  1898. 

Mark  A.  Kearns,  Ward  5,  "  "  1896. 

William  F.  Russell,  appointed,  "  "  1896. 

William  E.  Pierce,           "  "  "  1896. 

Henry  H.  Wentworth,     "  "  "  1897. 

George  F.  Hill,               "  "  ''  1897. 

SUB-COMMITTEES,    1895-96. 

Finance  and  Claims. — Messrs.  Pierce,  Hill,  Morriscy. 
Qualifications  of  Teachers. — Messrs.  Russell,  Shapleigh,  Morriscy. 
Text-hooks  and  Apparatus. — Messrs.  Russell,  Shapleigh,  Morriscy. 
Music  and  Drawing. — Messrs.  Wentworth,  Kearns,  Hill. 
Health. — Messrs.  Lothrop,  Kearns,  Wentworth. 
Truancy. — Messrs.  Wentworth,  Kearns,  Lothrop. 
High  School. — Messrs.  Russell,  Shapleigh,  Morriscy. 
Grammar  Schools,  as  a  i.vhole. — Messrs.  Russell,  Pierce,  Kearns. 

*  Deceased. 
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Primary  Schools,   as  a  whole. — Messrs.   Shapleigh,   Wentworth, 

Lothrop. 
Ungraded  Schools,  as  a  whole. — Messrs.  Horne,  Kearns,  Lothrop. 
Evening  Schools. — Messrs.  Kearns,  Horne,  Hill. 


LIST    OF    TEACHERS. 

Public  Schools  of  Somersworth,  N.  H. 


Mr.  J.  M.  Russell, 
Miss  S.  B.  Rich, 
Miss  Annie  Lund, 


High  School. 

Principal. 
1st  Assistant. 
2d  Assistant. 


Mr.  J.  D.  Montgomery, 
Miss  Belle  Quimby, 

Miss  Nellie  Merrick, 
Miss  Ina  M.  Cheney, 

Miss  Alicia  Lawlor, 
Miss  M.  E.  Dodge, 


Miss  F.  H.  Mayo, 
Miss  Stella  Downing, 
Miss  Annie  Hodsdon, 
Miss  Alice  Hodsdon, 
Miss  Mary  F.  Kelley, 
Miss  Emily  Z.  Kendall, 
Miss  Lizzie  M.  Drew, 
Miss  Edna  M.  Swayne, 
Miss  M.  A.  Parsons, 
Miss  Etta  Martin, 
Miss  Jessie  Lord, 
Miss  Fannie  A.  Cate, 


Grammar  Schools. 

Principal, 
Assistant, 

Senior  teacher. 
Assistant, 

Orange-street  building. 
Union-street  building. 

Primary  Schools. 

Orange-street  building. 
Union-street  building. 
Orange-street  building. 
Union-street  building. 
Orange-street  building. 
Union-street  building. 
Orange-street  building. 
Union-street  building, 
Orange-street  building. 
Union-street  building. 
Union-street  building. 
Union-street  building. 


8th  and 
9th  grades. 

7  th  grade. 
Tth  grade. 

6th  grade. 
6th  grade. 


5th  grade. 
5th  grade. 
4th  grade. 
4th  grade. 
3d  grade. 
3d  grade. 
2d  gi"ade. 
2d  grade. 
1st  grade. 
1st  grade. 
1st  grade. 
1st  grade. 
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Ungraded  Schools. 

Miss  M.  Addie  Emery,  Woodvale  school. 

Miss  Lillian  M.  Weeden,  Prospect-street  school. 

Miss  Ada  A.  Bolo,  Blackwater  school. 

Special  Teachers. 

Mrs.  M.  Eva  Robinson,  Music. 

Miss  Ethel  S.  Chute,  Drawing. 


IN    MEMOI^IAM. 
JOHN    COLBY    LOTHROP. 

Born  September  12,  1828.      Died  April  28,  1895. 


A  valued  member  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City  of  Somersworth  from 
the  adoption  of  the  city  charter  until  the  time  of  his  death. 


REPORT  OF  THE   FINANCE    AND   CLAIMS   COM- 
MITTEE. 


SOMERSWORTH,  N.  H.,  February  15,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  MeTnbers  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth,  N.  H : 

Gentlemen  : — Your  Committee  on  Finance  and  Claims  beg  to 
submit  the  following  report : 

These  amounts  have  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Dep't  of 
Public  Instruction  during  the  fiscal  year  1895-'96  of  the  city  : 


General  appropriation. 
Evening  school, 

$16,500.00 
600.00 

Tuition,  breakage,  etc.. 

148.38 

The  expenditures  during  the  year 

have 

been  as  follows : 

Repairs, 
Supplies, 
Miscellaneous, 

$700.37 

708.74 
304.84 

Transportation  of  children, 
Secretary's  salary, 
Water  rent, 

123.60 
100.00 
153.35 

Truant  officer, 

114.00 

Census  of  school  children  (not 

ing  forms), 
Books, 

including  print- 

37.50 
903.85 

Teachers, 
Janitors, 

10,833.55 
772.00 

Fuel, 

940.75 

Evening  school. 

397.01 

Unexpended  balance,  $1,158.82 
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We  append  a  detailed  account  of  the  above  expenditures. 

We  know  of  no  outstanding  bills  unpaid.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  the  payment  of  teachers  to  March  1. 

During  the  fall  the  committee  on  evening  school  recommended 
that  such  a  school  be  established.  The  recommendation  was 
accepted  and  adopted  by  the  full  board,  and  the  said  committee 
selected  the  second  floor  of  the  Bates  block  on  Market  St.  as  a 
suitable  place  to  hold  the  school.  Your  committee  have  leased  the 
necessary  room  in  the  said  building  and  have  fitted  it  up  for  the 
purposes  of  an  evening  school.  They  have  also  supplied  to  the 
school  all  necessary  books,  pens,  paper,  etc.,  using  as  far  as  possible 
the  stock  of  books  on  hand.  The  bills  for  this  school,  including 
salaries,  are  paid  to  March  1,  1896,  and  the  unexpended  balance 
of  the  appropriation  will  be  returned  into  the  treasury  of  the  city ; 
thus  the  last  four  weeks  of  tliis  term  of  the  evening  school  must  be 
provided  for  in  the  appropriation  for  the  school  fiscal  year  1896-'97. 

The  Horne  school  has  not  been  reopened  this  year,  and  no 
repairs  have  been  made  there.  The  stove  from  this  building  has 
been  taken  to  the  evening  school  for  use  during  the  winter. 

The  Blackwater  school-house  has  had  only  the  repairs  required 
for  proper  maintenance  during  the  year.  The  stove  from  this 
school-house  is  also  used  in  the  evening  school  room,  there  being  no 
winter  school  in  this  district. 

At  the  Woodvale  school  a  new  out-house  has  been  built,  but  it  is 
not  yet  painted.  No  other  repairs  requiring  heavy  expenditures 
liave  been  made  in  or  about  this  building.  Last  year  the  school- 
house  itself  received  one  coat  of  paint,  and  next  year  should  have 
another  in  order  to  preserve  it  from  deterioration.  The  new  out- 
building should  also  be  painted. 

The  Prospect  St.  school-house  has  required  no  extensive  repairs 
during  the  past  year,  but  your  committee  think  that  in  the  year  to 
come  a  small  expenditure  will  be  needed  upon  this  building. 

Your  committee  would  again  earnestly  recommend  a  change  in 
the  system  of  heating  used  at  the  Union  St.  building.  A  careful 
investigation  has  proved,  beyond  all  question,  that  the  present 
system  of  heating  by  hot  water  is  expensive,  and  cannot  be  made 
to  heat  the  school-house  properly  in  cold  weather.  We  should 
recommend  that  during  the  coming  summer  a  change  to  steam 
heat  be   made  in  this  building.     A  large  part,  if   not  all,  of  the 
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piping  in  the  various  rooms  could  be  used  without  change  in  a 
system  of  steam  heating.  The  interior  of  this  building  is  very 
much  in  need  of  paint,  and  this  matter  should  be  provided  for 
during  the  coming  year. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  Orange  St.  building  have 
worked  well,  and  we  consider  the  expenditure  made  last  year  for 
this  purpose  to  have  been  wise  and  successful.  The  old  out-build- 
ings have  been  removed,  and  the  vaults  filled  up.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  are  now  first  class. 

A  new  fence  is  badly  needed  on  the  northerly  side  of  this 
property,  the  old  one  being  in  a  ruinous  condition. 

Necessary  repairs  have  been  made  on  the  high  school  building 
during  the  past  year,  but  during  the  coming  year  there  will  be 
needed  a  considerable  further  expenditure,  because  thorough 
repairs  must  be  made.  The  condition  of  the  roof  is  such  that  it 
cannot  be  made  tight  except  by  relaying  the  slate.  During  the 
past  two  years  expenditures  amounting  to  about  $100  have  been 
made  in  the  hope  that  the  roof,  as  it  stands  at  present,  could  be 
made  tight,  but  we  have  found  the  slate  and  flashing  about  the 
cupola  in  bad  condition,  and  consider  it  very  essential  that  thorough 
repairs  should  be  made  during  this  year.  The  interior,  especially 
the  blackboards  and  the  cornice,  will  also  require  expenditures 
during  the  coming  summer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  E.  Pierce, 
Geo.  F.  Hill, 
h.  e.  morriscy, 
Committee  on  Finance  and  Claims. 


DETAILED    REPORT   OF   FINANCE  AND   CLAIMS 
COMMITTEE. 

Summary  of  bills  approved  for  fiscal  year  ending  February  15, 
1896: 

For  repairs,  $700.37 

supplies,  708.74 

miscellaneous,  833.29 
10 
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For  books,  $903.85 

teachers,  10,833.55 

janitors,  772.00 

fuel,  940.75 

evening  school,  397.01 

116,089.56 


ITEMIZED  ACCOUNT  OF  "BILLS  AUDITED  FOR  YEAR 

1895-'96. 

REPAIRS. 

Joseph  Duford,  labor  piping,  $  2.34 

J.  B.  Stanton,  labor  on  repairs,  15.65 

John  C.  Nutter,  windows,  5.50 

John  E.  Frost,  lumber,  3.09 

Henry  Moulton,  ladder,  3.00 

James  H.  Kennedy,  slating  on  high  school  building,  16.95 

Somersworth  Manufacturing  Co.,  brass  pipe,  2.24 

Joseph  Duford,  piping,  .54 

W.  D.  Merrick,  blacksmithing,  5.30 

C.  H.  Annis,  labor  on  repairs,  24.00 

Frank  Cheney,  labor  on  repairs,  4.50 

Joseph  Nadeau,  labor  on  repairs,  3.75 

Charles  H.  Annis,  labor  on  repairs,  30.00 

Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  valves,  etc.,  25.45 

J.  E.  Frost,  closet  and  flag-pole,  7.50 

Somersworth  Manufacturing  Co.,  inspecting  boilers,  12.24 

J.  E.  Frost,  lumber,  26.02 

Moses  S.  Perkins,  repairs  on  Orange  street  boiler,  17.21 

Great  Falls  Granite  Co.,  stone  cutting,  1.50 

E.  A.  Tibbets  &  Son,  hardware,  28.05 

C.  H.  Annis.  cash  paid  for  repairs,  1.00 

Philip  Pepin,  labor,  8.25 

E.  W.  Folsom,  repairing  clocks,  1.50 

L.  F.  Smith,  labor  on  repairs,  10.58 

J.  P.  Huckins,  chairs,  54.95 

J.  E.  Frost,  lumber,                                     '  8.36 

0.  D.  Case  Co.,  seats,  48.00 
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George  A.  Pinkham,  labor  on  repairs,  S12.00 

E.  W.  Folsom,  clocks,  5.50 

C.  P.  Andrews,  outbuilding  at  Woodvale,  35.55 

J.  B.  Stanton,  labor,  4.69 

J.  C.  Nutter,  outside  windows  and  transoms,  40.78 

J.  E.  Frost,  lumber  and  labor,  12.53 

American  Boiler  Co.,  grate  bars,  3.78 

S.  A.  Seavey,  hardware,  31.80 

Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  pipe  fittings,  8.67 

J.  H.  Kennedy,  slating  on  high  school  roof,  5.85 

C.  H.  Annis,  cash  paid  out,  .40 

E.  A.  Tibbets  &  Son,  hardware,  2.66 

Daniel  Hodsdon,  material  and  labor,  10.36 

Alexander  Stewart,  painting,  42.66 

M.  W.  Cain  &  Co.,  desk  and  chair,  28.00 

J.  E.  Frost,  lumber  and  labor,  55.17 

W.  D.  Merrick,  blacksmithing,  7.95 

A.  Carter  &  Son,  curtains,  4.00 

John  C.  Nutter,  labor,  1.00 

American  Boiler  Co.,  grate  bars,  3.78 

S.  A.  Seavey,  hardware,  17.43 

John  E.  Frost,  lumber,  3.34 

E.  A.  Tibbets  &  Son,  door-checks,  10.00 


SUPPLIES. 


$700.37 


J.  L.  Hammett,  supplies,  $30.19 

John  Carter  &  Co.,  paper,  2.15 

E.  S.  Ritchie  &  Sons,  balances  and  weights,  12.87 

S.  M.  Spencer  &  Son,  rubber  stamps,  .65 

W.  A.  Davis,  mucilage,  2.00 

Free  Press  Publishing  Co.,  printing,  24.85 

E.  W.  Folsom,  bells,  3.00 

J.  M.  Russell,  set  of  minerals,  3.70 

Fred  L.  Shapleigh,  printing,  22.50 

C.  H.  Harmon,  flags,  4.67 

Free  Press  Publishing  Co.,  printing,  16.25 

J.  M.  Russell,  sundry  supplies,  2.75 

A.  &  E.  Burton  &  Co.,  dusters,  31.56 
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J.  W.  Sanborn,  waste  basket,  $  -50 

George  F.  King  &  Merrill,  ink  and  keg,  7.00 

F.  L.  Shapleigh,  printing,  5.75 

John  Carter  &  Co.,  paper,  32.41 

Eagle  Pencil  Co.,  lead  pencils,  26.00 

E.  E.  Babb  &  Co.,  blank  books,  9.00 

J.  L.  Hammett,  supplies,  70.48 

John  Carter  &  Co.,  paper,  7.99 

Morgan,  Crossman  &  Co.,  rubber  bands,  1.90 

C.  H.  Annis,  cash  paid  for  supplies,  etc.,  1.00 

Free  Press  Publishing  Co.,  printing  and  paper,  11.20 

J.  E.  Hobson,  cloth,  .5& 

W.  A.  Davis,  mucilage,  2.00 

J.  L.  Hammett,  9.80 

M.  R.  Warren,  supplies,  2.00 

E.  W.  BlaisdeU,  ribbon,  .5a 

Charles  M.  Dorr,  cloth,  .50 
R.  W.  Shapleigh,  secretary,  money  paid  out,  postage,  etc.,        18.79 

John  Carter  &  Co.,  paper,  92.70 

George  F.  King  &  Merrill,  mucilage  bottles,  1.50 

Eagle  Pencil  Co.,  lead  pencils,  10.20 

Manchester  Novelty  Co.,  ink,  8.50 

Clark  &  Nutter,  atomizer,  etc.,  .90 

Charles  P.  Andrews,  tags  and  glue,  4.90 

C.  H.  Annis,  cash  paid  out,  .65 

Prang  Educational  Co.,  books  and  supplies,  3.60 

J.  M.  Russell,  cash  paid  for  supplies,  3.80 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co.,  supplies,  209.36 

John  Carter  &  Co.,  paper,  4.20 

Joseph  Gillott  &  Sons,  pens,  3.91 


$708.74 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


G.  F.  No  well,  typewriting,  ^3.00 

Richard  Young,  trucking,  .85 

B.  F.  Hanson,  horse  hire,  .75 

Day  &  Co.'s  Express,  expressage,  2.40 

Michael  Hanagan,  water  from  his  well,  5.00 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  1.00' 
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James  Vermette,  interpreter,  census  of  school  children,  $10.50 

Day  &  Co.,  expressage,  1.85 

Patrick  Bowen,  labor  moving  chairs  for  examination,  1.50 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  1.40 

Joseph  M.  Matthews,  carriage  hire,  2.25 

Littlefield  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  hall  for  Teachers'  Institute,  5.00 

City  of  Somersworth,  heating  and  lighting  city  hall,  4.00 

Charles  Rankins,  janitor  at  Teachers'  Institute,  2.00 

Richard  Young,  trucking,  2.80 

George  F.  Symes,  census  of  school  children,  27.00 

D.  Dorchester,  Jr.,  lecture  and  expenses,  28.44 

James  F.  Peavey,  truant  oflScer,  30.00 
L.  A.  Goodwin,  piano  for  graduation  exercises,  high  school,        9.00 

J.  S.  McDaniel,  moving  piano,  6.00 

B.  F.  Hanson,  horse  hire,  3.00 
Mary  J.  Home,  transportation  of  children,  10.30 
Sumner  C.  Home,  transportation  of  children,  10.00 
Charles  A.  Moore,  transportation  of  children,  37.00 
American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  .15 
Great  Falls  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  20.26 
H.  P.  Montgomery,  tuning  pianos,  3.00 

C.  H.  Annis,  cleaning  school-houses,  and  cash  paid  out,  61.75 
Emma  Stone,  cleaning  school-houses,  13.50 
Alexander  Stone,  cleaning  school-houses,  6.00 
Richard  Young,  trucking,  1.00 
W.  W.  Nason,  agent,  telephoning,  .90 
R.  W.  Shapleigh,  secretary's  salary,  50.00 
M.  A.  Kearns,  postage  paid,  1.00 
J.  S.  McDaniel,  freight  paid  and  trucking,  3.12 
C.  H.  Annis,  cash  paid  out  for  cleaning  school-houses,  1.50 
Amei'ican  Express  Co.,  expressage,  3.80 
Day  &  Co.,  expressage,  3.00 
Great  Falls  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  3.10 
Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  water  bills,  83.49 
J.  S.  McDaniel,  freight  paid  and  cartage,  3.34 
B.  F.  Hanson,  horse  hire,  3.00 
J.  F.  Peavey,  salary  as  truant  officer,  30.00 
J.  F.  Peavey,  salary  as  truant  officer,  18.00 
C  A.  Moore,  transportation  of  children,  42,50 
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S.  C.  Home,  transportation  of  children,  $7.90 

B.  F.  Hanson,  carriage  hire,  2.00 

Alicia  Lawlor,  care  of  supply  room,  25.00 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  -60 

Day  &  Co.,  expressage,  "^-l^ 

J.  S.  McDaniel,  freight  and  cartage,  2.17 

J.  S.  McDaniel,  freight  and  cartage,  3.90 

R.  W.  Shapleigh,  typewriter  supplies,  3.00 

R.  W.  Shapleigh,  acting  secretary's  salary,  50.00 

Day  &  Co.,  expressage,  15.6o 

Clark  &  Nutter,  atomizer,  etc.,  -60 

Boston  &  Maine  railroad,  freight,  2.36 

J.  S.  McDaniel,  cartage,  1-15 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  1-85 

Great  Falls  Manufacturing  Co.,  water  rent,  69.86 

G.  F.  Nowell,  typewriting  annual  reports,  14.00 

Great  FaUs  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  12-38 

James  F.  Peavey,  salary  of  truant  officer,  36.00 

Day  &  Co.,  expressage,  1-"^ 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage,  1-70 

$833.29 

BOOKS. 

Allyn  &  Bacon,  books,  f  13.20 

Prang  Educational  Co.,  drawing  books,  24.46 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  books,  4.67 
Ginn  &  Co.,  books,  29.15 
Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  books,  12-09 
American  Book  Co.,  books,  11.52 
Ginn  &  Co.,  books  and  music,  11.62 
Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  music  readers,  5.34 
Oliver  Ditson  &  Co.,  music,  2.94 
Mrs.  M.  Eva  Robinson,  music,  2.87 
Prang  Educational  Co.,  books,  -60 
Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  books,  9- 00 

E.  H.  Butler  &  Co.,  books,  2.50 
Potter  &  Putnam,  10.00 
Allyn  &  Bacon,  books,  14-01 
D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  books, 


20.68 
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Thompson,  Brown  &  Co.,  books,  $20.00 

Potter  &  Putnam,  books,  10.00 

American  Book  Co.,  books,  16.00 

Maynard,  Merrill  &  Co.,  books,  15.12 

C.  A.  Kcehler  &  Co.,  1.50 

Leach,  Shewell  &  Sanborn,  18.60 

Ginn  &  Co.,  books,                      '  245.05 

J.  L.  Hammett,  books,  6.55 

W.  Ware  &  Co.,  books,  2.40 

C.  A.  Nichols  Co.,  books,  5.00 

Allyn  &  Bacon,  books,  3.00 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  16.72 

Oliver  Ditson  Co.,  music,  1.61 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  9.00 

Oliver  Ditson  Co.,  music,  1.13 

C.  A.  Kcelder  &  Co.,  books,  .90 
Ginn  &  Co.,  •  52.13 
Leach,  Shewell  &  Sanborn,  12.28 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Robinson,  music,  3.83 
Werner  School  Book  Co.,  primers,  4.80 
S.  C.  Griggs,  books,  12.80 
Ginn  &  Co.,  books,  13.51 
Silver,  Bui'dett  &  Co.,  books,  11.50 
Ginn  &  Co.,  books,  59.09 
Potter  &  Putnam,  books,  .  20.00 
Werner  School  Book  Co.,  books,  12.00 
De  Wolfe,  Fiske  &  Co.,  books,  14.22 
J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  dictionaries,  30.00 
M.  P.  Bean,  books,  17.00 
Prang  Educational  Co.,  books,  .73 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  books,  5.00 
Oliver  Ditson  Co.,  music,  3.60 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  books,  24.74 
American  Book  Co.,  books,  24.59 
Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  music  readers,  18.67 
Educational  Publishing  Co.,  10.50 
Ginn  &  Co.,  3.33 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,                           .  2.30 

$903.85 
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TEACHERS     SALARIES. 

Pay-roll  No.  21,  $    576.51 

22,  1,252.72 

23,  1,831.32 

24,  1,176.00 

25,  1,191.00 

26,  1,186.00 

27,  1,176.00 

28,  1,230.00 

29,  1,214.00 


$10,833.55 


janitors'   SALARIES. 

C.  H.  Annis,  $750.00 

M.  Addie  Emery,  money  paid  janitor  at  Woodvale  school,  10.00 

Guy  C.  Reeve,  10.00 

Ernest  Weeden,  2.00 


$772.00 


FUEL. 


Richards  &  Co.,  wood  and  coal,  $857.50 

Charles  A.  Hurd,  wood,  83.25 


$940.75 


EVENING   SCHOOL. 


George  J.  Foster  &  Co.,  advertising,  $2.25 

Star  Publishing  Co.,  advertising,  2.25 

John  W.  Sanborn,  chairs  and  waste  baskets,  34.90 

W.  Symes  &  Son,  supplies,  3.15 

T.  D.  Merrick,  labor  and  cash  paid  out,  7.56 

C.  H.  Annis,  cash  paid  out,  .50 

John  Carter  &  Co.,  paper,  24.00 

J.  D.  Montgomery,  salary,  60.00 

E.  C.  Locke,  salary,  30.00 

W.  D.  Freeman,  salary,  30.00 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  books,  15.00 

C.  A.  Hurd,  wood,  11.50 

E.  A.  Tibbets  &  Son,  hardware,  4.85 

W.  Symes  &  Son,  supplies,  3.80 
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John  E.  Frost,  lumber  and  labor,  $48.08 

Daniel  Hodsdon,  material  and  labor,  18.50 

F.  O.  Dewey  Co.,  lamps,  6.60 

Free  Press  Publishing  Co.,  paper  and  printing,  4.75 

Alexander  Stewart,  painting,  7.96 

John  W.  Bates,  rent,  32.00 

Ginn  &  Co.,  books,  11.80 

Richards  &  Co.,  wood  and  coal,  4.50 

Leach,  Shewell  &  Sanborn,  books,  4.50 

Great  Falls  Gas  Light  Co.,  piping,  4.59 

T.  D.  Merrick,  labor,  25.50 


$397.01 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON     QUALIFICATION    OF 
TEACHERS. 


SoMERSWORTH,  N.  H.,  February  15,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth,  N.  H.  : 

Gentlemen  : — Realizing  the  constant  advance  in  qualifications 
required  from  applicants  for  positions  as  teachers  in  public  schools, 
your  committee  have  endeavored  during  the  past  year  to  use  care  in 
their  examination  of  all  persons  applying  for  situations ;  at  the 
same  time,  they  have  endeavored  to  treat  with  perfect  fairness  and 
consideration  all  those  who  have  taken  the  examinations.  Your 
committee  have  examined  such  candidates  as  have  presented  them- 
selves, and  have  recommended  to  the  board  from  time  to  time 
those  found  competent  to  fill  vacancies.  The  aim  has  been  to 
require  proficiency  on  the  part  of  candidates  sufficient  to  fully 
maintain  the  standard  of  our  public  schools.  The  only  variation 
from  the  regular  forms  of  examination  required  during  the  year,  has 
been  in  the  case  of  examinations  of  candidates  applying  for  situa- 
ations  as  teachers  in  the  evening  school.  The  instruction  in  this 
school  has  been  of  an  elementary  character,  but,  as  from  time  to 
time  pupils  may  appear  requiring  more  advanced  work,  your  com- 
mittee have  thought  it  best  to  require  of  applicants  for  such  positions 
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an  examination  about  equal  to  that  in  use  for  assistants  in  the 
grammar  grades.  The  usual  state  form  of  certificate  has  been 
used  during  the  year. 

We  would  recommend  that  as  soon  as  the  state  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  is  ready  to  begin  the  examination  of  candidates 
for  state  certificates,  as  provided  for  by  an  enactment  of  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature,  that  this  board  adopt  similar  standards 
in  its  examinations,  thus  cooperating  with  the  state  authorities  in 
their  effort  to  unify  the  requirements  from  candidates  for  positions 
as  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  the  state. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  F.  Russell, 
Richard  W.  Shapleigh, 
Henry  E.  Morriscy, 
Comviittee  on  Qualifications  of  Teachers. 


TEXT-BOOKS  AND  APPARATUS. 

SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  February  15,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth,  N.  H. : 

Gentlemen  : — Last  year  a  few  pieces  of  apparatus  were  bought 
for  use  in  the  high  school.  This  year  somewhat  larger  expenditures 
have  been  made  for  the  same  purpose.  The  apparatus  bought  this 
year  has  been  almost  entirely  for  use  by  the  classes  in  physics, 
special  attention  being  given  to  analytical  and  synthetical  treatment 
of  subjects  taken  up  in  the  prescribed  course,  and  to  electricity. 
The  work  in  this  bi'anch  is  very  much  hampered  by  the  inadequacy 
of  accommodations  for  physical  laboratory  work.  The  chemical 
laboratory  cannot  be  used  for  this  purpose,  owing  to  its  small  size 
and  insufficient  fittings.  While  your  committee  are  endeavoring  to 
supply  such  apparatus  as  can  be  profitably  used  under  existing  con- 
ditions, they  would  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  recommend  that 
special  attention  be  given  to  providing  more  laboratory  room  for 
the  use  of  the  high  and  grammar  schools.  With  the  present 
amount  of  room  available,  we   are  unable  to  properly  store   and 
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care  for  such  apparatus  as  is  required  by  modern  standards  of  high 
school  work. 

There  have  been  placed  in  the  high  and  grammar  schools  during 
the  past  year  sets  of  reference  histories,  which,  if  properly  used, 
will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  pupils.  Such  additions  as  have  been 
possible  have  also  been  made  to  the  reference  libraries  in  the  other 
buildings,  but  your  committee  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
expended  a  much  larger  sum  for  this  purpose,  had  it  seemed  wise 
for  them  to  draw  more  heavily  upon  the  school  moneys. 

Changes  have  been  made  in  the  geographies,  and  a  number  of 
new  sets  of  reading  books  provided,  ail  of  which  we  consider 
improvements  upon  the  text-books  previously  in  use. 

The  requirements  of  the  modern  grammar  school  course  also 
demand  a  considerable  amount  of  apparatus,  and  the  use  of  many 
models.  The  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  grade  grammar  schools  are 
as  ill  provided  with  accommodations  for  the  care  of  such  apparatus 
as  is  the  high  school,  and  provision  must  be  made  for  additional 
accommodation  in  these  schools  in  the  near  future.  In  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  all  reference  books,  physical  and  chemical  appa- 
ratus, books  stored  in  schoolrooms  but  not  in  use,  and  everything 
else  of  similar  nature,  should  be  kept  in  a  neat  and  tidy  manner,  not 
only  for  its  better  preservation,  but  also  as  an  example  to  the  pupils. 
Such  care  is  rendered  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  by  lack  of  suitable 
laboratories,  closets,  and  cases  at  the  liigh  school  building. 

Respectfidly  submitted, 

William  F.  Russell, 
Richard  W.  Shapleigh, 
Henry  E.  Morrisct, 
Committee  on  Text-boolts  and  Apparatus. 
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REPORT  OF  SUB-COMMITTEE   ON  MUSIC   AND 
DRAWING. 


SoMERSWORTH,  N.  H.,  February  15,  1896. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth,  N.  H. : 

Your  sub-committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  instruction  in  music  has  been  continued  during  the  year 
under  the  same  teacher,  Mrs.  M.  Eva  Robinson.  Since  a  great 
many  of  the  scholars  in  the  schools  have  been  under  her  instruction 
continuously  for  the  past  five  years,  it  necessarily  follows  that  their 
knowledge  of  music  has  constantly  increased,  and  that  they  are  now 
well  grounded  in  the  art.  The  work  in  music  during  the  past  year 
has  been,  in  several  ways,  more  satisfactory  than  ever  before. 
Several  new  and  interesting  methods  have  been  introduced  by  our 
special  teacher,  and  the  pupils  and  teachers  have  shown  renewed 
interest.  Test  work  has  been  introduced  and  the  writing  of  simple 
scales  and  exercises  has  been  required  in  nearly  all  the  schools. 
The  pupils  now  show  a  good  appreciation  of  music,  and  exhibit  in 
many  cases  considerable  talent.  A  marked  improvement  in  the 
appreciation  of  good  music  is  also  apparent.  Mrs.  Robinson  has 
done  some  individual  work  with  several  of  the  pupils,  believing  that 
work  along  this  line  is  of  value,  and  that  the  time  thus  spent  is 
profitably  employed. 

Drawing  has  been  taught  in  our  schools  during  the  year  by  a 
special  teacher  employed  for  that  purpose,  and  we  feel  that  the 
expense  of  such  instruction  is  justified  by  the  results  obtained. 

Your  committee  recommended,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  that 
an  arrangement  be  made  whereby  we  should  unite  with  the  city  of 
Dover  in  the  employment  of  a  drawing  teacher.  Our  suggestion 
was  adopted,  and  Miss  Ethel  S.  Chute  engaged  to  teach  two  days 
of  each  week.  She  began  her  work  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term 
and  spends  Thursday  and  Friday  of  each  week  in  our  schools. 

Miss  Chute  discontinued  the  use  of  drawing  books  by  the  pupils, 
and  substituted  work  upon  loose  paper,  the  sheets  of  which  are 
assembled  in  the  form  of  portfolios.     This  results  in  an  economy  of 
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material,  and  gives  us  the  work  in  a  neater  and  more  convenient 
form  than  by  the  old  method.  The  work  in  color  has  been  extended,, 
and  emphasized  by  use  of  color  wheels  and  colored  paper. 

We  make  below  liberal  quotations  from  a  report  furnished  your 
committee  by  Miss  Chute, — 

"  I  found  the  schools  of  the  primary  grades  with  a  fair  knowl- 
edge of  freehand  drawing,  capable  of  excellent  work  in  clay  and 
paper,  but  with  little  ability  to  perform  certain  mechanical  parts  of 
the  work,  such  as  measuring,  etc.  In  the  grammar  grades  where 
they  were  at  work  upon  freehand  drawing,  the  pupils  showed  that 
they  had  had  careful  ti-aining  as  to  the  appearance  of  objects  in 
various  positions,  but  were  not,  in  all  cases,  capable  of  representing 
them  upon  paper  so  as  to  make  a  pleasing  and  artistic  picture.  In 
other  words,  they  seem  to  see  better  than  they  could  express  by 
drawing.  The  pupils  of  this  grade  seem  fairly  well  prepared  for 
mechanical  drawing. 

"  In  the  high  school  the  freehand  drawing  seemed  the  weak 
point,  the  results  in  this  branch  being  very  uneven.  In  this  school 
my  aim  from  the  first  has  been  to  get  more  uniform  class  work. 

"  During  the  year  the  grammar  grades  have  made  excellent 
progress,  and  I  am  also  very  well  satisfied  with  the  work  in  the 
lower  grades.  Perhaps  we  should  be  satisfied  with  the  progress  in 
the  highest  grades,  but  the  work  in  those  grades  requires  more 
preparation  than  the  present  pupils  have  had.  The  pupils  in  these 
grades,  however,  exhibit  good  ability,  and  later  may  be  expected  to 
perform  their  work  well. 

"  The  work  is  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  a  thorough  course  in 
drawing  except  in  the  high  school,  the  eighth  and  ninth  grade 
grammar  schools,  and  the  Prospect-street  school.  Each  of  these 
schools  has  several  classes,  thus  making  it  more  difficult  and  a  mat- 
ter of  longer  time  to  establish  the  standards  we  desire.  Next  year 
we  hope  to  complete  the  work  of  grading  all  the  schools.  I  have 
found  several  pupils  who  appear  to  possess  decided  talent. 

"  The  Kindergarten  methods  are  of  much  assistance  in  my  de- 
partment. Neatness,  delicacy  of  handling,  accuracy,  taste  in  com- 
bining colors,  and  knowledge  of  geometrical  forms  are  all  increased 
by  this  work,  and  these  are,  of  course,  valuable  aids  to  art 
instruction." 

There   seems  to  be   harmony   between    the  teachers    and    Miss 
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Chute,  a  condition  which  must  be  present  in  order  to  obtain  the 
best  results.  We  recommend  a  continuance  of  the  present  arrange- 
ment during  the  coming  year,  and  under  such  circumstances  shall 
expect  continued  success  in  the  work  with  beneficial  results  to  the 
pupils. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  H.  Wentworth, 
Mark  A.  Kearns, 
Geo.  F.  Hill, 
Committee  on  Music  and  Drawing. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON  HEALTH. 


SoMERswoRTH,  N.  H.,  February  15, 1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersivorth,  N.  H.  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  Committee  on  Health  submit  the  following 
report : 

We  find  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  school  buildings  at 
this  time  is  excellent,  and  has  been  so  all  the  year.  In  the  year 
now  closing,  care  has  been  taken  to  properly  ventilate  and  fumi- 
gate the  basements,  and  in  the  class  rooms  the  teachers  have  been 
faithful  and  cautious  in  the  matter  of  ventilation. 

We  cannot  urge  too  strongly  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  mak- 
ing the  same  sanitary  improvements  in  the  high  school  building 
as  were  made  in  the  Orange-street  school-house  last  year. 

No  serious  epidemics  have  affected  the  schools.  There  have 
been  several  cases  of  measles,  but  not  enough  to  necessitate  the 
closing  of  the  schools. 

Your  committee  became  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  some  of  the 
lower  grades,  boys  were  addicted  to  cigarette  smoking.  The  city 
marshal  was  informed,  and  he  promptly  notified  dealers  in  the 
article  to  desist  from  selling  to  minors.  We  have  heard  nothing 
more  on  that  subject,  and  trust  that  the  scholars  have  seen  and  felt 
the  hurtfulness  of  the  habit. 
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The  school-houses  have  been  open  at  all  times  to  inspection  by  the 
board  of  health  of  the  city,  and  from  time  to  time  the  health  officer 
has  made  inspections  of  the  various  buildings.  His  report  has 
been  uniformly  favorable  as  to  the  perfect  condition  of  all  sanitary 
arrangements  ;  and  also  as  regards  the  cleanliness  demanded  for 
the  safety  of  the  health  of  pupils  in  our  public  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  Bertram  White, 
Mark  A.  Kearns, 
Henry  H.  Wentworth, 

Committee  on  Health. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE   HIGH  SCHOOL. 


Somersworth,  N.  H.,  February  15,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth,  N.  H.: 

Gentlemen  : — The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  high  school 
during  the  past  year  was  sixty-three. 

The  present  attendance  is  45,  divided  as  follows  : — fresh- 
man class  7,  sophomore  class  21,  junior  class  6,  senior  class  11. 
It  is  expected  that  the  class  entering  next  fall  will  be  large.  The 
class  entering  from  the  grammar  school  the  present  year  numbered 
eight,  of  whom  two  have  left  school. 

The  work  of  the  school  has  been  continued  along  the  lines  laid 
down  in  the  various  courses,  and  we  consider  that  the  work  of  the 
year,  as  a  whole,  has  been  quite  satisfactory.  Improvements,  how- 
ever, may  always  be  made,  and  it  is  the  constant  effort  both  of 
committee  and  teachers  to  advance  the  standard  of  scholarship  and 
to  increase  the  enthusiasm  of  the  pupils. 

Several  changes  have  been  made  in  methods  during  the  year  and 
some  physical  apparatus  has  been  supplied,  which  has  benefited 
the  work,  especially  that  in  the  English  courses.  We  need  addi- 
tional facilities  in  both  the  physical  and  chemical  laboratories. 
The  room  now  used  for  the  chemical   laboratory  can    hardly   be 
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dignified  by  the  name  of  class  room,  so  unfit  is  it  for  its  present  use 
Additions  are  imperatively  demanded  in  this  line. 

The  matter  of  the  continuance  of  one  session  was  submitted 
during  the  last  summer  vacation,  to  the  parents  and  guardians  of 
pupils  of  the  school,  and  the  replies  showed  a  large  majority  in 
favor  of  the  continuance  of  the  single  session.  As  was  noted  in 
the  last  annual  report  of  the  sub-committee  for  the  high  school,  the 
committee  and  teachers  consider  the  one  session  plan  a  great  ad- 
vance, and  conducive  not  only  to  good  work  but  to  regular  attend- 
ance. The  work  of  the  present  year  has  only  served  to  establish 
this  belief  more  firmly  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee.  We  feel 
that  there  has  been  a  gain  during  the  past  year  in  the  amount  of 
afternoon  study  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  are  very  glad  to  note 
this  expression  of  interest  in  the  school  work.  It  cannot  be  too 
strongly  urged  upon  those  who  have  charge  of  pupils  in  our  high 
school  that  a  fixed  period  be  assigned  in  the  afternoon  for  home 
study  by  the  pupils.  The  work  of  the  high  school  grades  requires 
great  concentration  and  much  careful  thought  on  the  part  of  the 
student,  and  it  is  impossible  for  pupils  to  do  themselves  justice 
unless  they  study  each  day  a  considerable  length  of  time  outside  of 
school  hours. 

The  work  in  drawing  and  that  in  music  has  been  conducted  by 
our  special  teachers  in  these  branches  with  a  good  degree  of  suc- 
cess. The  work  in  music  has  been  of  a  higher  order,  and  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  study  has  been  devoted  to  single  selections,  for 
wliich  music  in  sheet  form  has  been  furnished  by  the  school  board. 
All  such  music  is  carefully  preserved  under  the  same  conditions  as 
the  other  text-books. 

The  work  in  drawing  has  shown  good  ability  on  the  part  of 
pupils,  and  may  be  expected  to  develop  considerable  natural  talent 
in  this  school.  It  will .  not  be  possible  this  year  to  do  as  advanced 
work  in  drawing  as  may  be  required  next  year  and  the  year  after. 
It  is  expected  that  in  another  year  drawing  may  be  raised  to  the 
full  high  school  standard. 

We  would  renew  our  recommendation  that  some  changes  be 
made  by  which  the  high  school  may  have  more  room.  The  work 
is  seriously  hampered  by  lack  of  suitable  accommodations  in  the 
present  building.  It  is  also  essential  that  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments be  so  changed  as  to  introduce  a  complete  and  modern  sys- 
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tem  of  sanitation  throughout  the  entire  building.  The  plan  now  in 
use  is  entirely  unsuitable  and  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  large 
number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school  building. 

Some  additions  have  been  made  to  the  reference  library  during 
the  past  year.  In  each  case  works  of  permanent  value  have  been 
introduced.  Your  committee  would  urge  the  systematic  use  of 
reference  books  in  the  home  in  every  case  where  it  is  possible,  and 
in  those  cases  where  such  books  are  not  available  in  the  home,  the 
pupil  should  receive  special  encouragement  to  use  the  school  library 
freely. 

The  teachers  in  the  high  school  have  performed  their  duties  with 
fidelity  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  F.  Russell, 
Richard  W.  Shapleigh, 
Henry  E.  Morriscy. 
Committee  on  High  School. 


REPORT  OF   SUB-COMMITTEE   FOR  THE   GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 


To  the  School  Board  of  the  City  of  Somersworth  : 

Your  sub-committee  for  the  grammar  schools  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report : 

With  slight  modifications  the  courses  of  study  in  the  grammar 
schools  of  this  city  have  remained  the  same  as  in  1895.  Your  sub- 
committee have  seen  the  necessity  for  radical  changes  in  the  course 
of  study  in  the  grammar  schools,  but  inasmuch  as  all  of  the  courses 
of  study  in  all  of  the  schools  need  thorough  revision,  and  it  seems 
impossible  to  perform  this  work  with  the  schools  arranged  as  they 
now  are,  your  committee  has  not  found  it  practicable  to  attempt 
such  revision  during  the  past  year,  especially  in  the  grammar 
school.  The  work  in  the  grammar  school,  as  a  whole,  has  been 
carried  on  uniformly  and  successfully  we  think. 

The  large  number  of  pupils  in  the  school,  especially  in  the 
11 
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seventh  and  eighth  grades,  has  resulted  in  tasking  to  the  utmost 
the  capacity  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  these  grades.  The  school 
rooms  are  entirely  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  pupils  occupying 
them,  and  something  must  be  done  at  once  to  relieve  this  condi- 
tion. The  necessity  of  erecting  a  grammar  school  building  has 
been  urged  upon  the  city  councils  in  the  report  of  the  chairman  of 
the  board.  The  prospect  for  the  coming  year  of  a  larger  number 
of  pupils  in  the  grammar  school  makes  this  necessity  all  the  more 
marked,  as  it  is  doubtful  if  the  present  school  rooms  will  be 
able  to  accommodate  the  grammar  schools  in  the  high  school  build- 
ing next  year. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  Miss  Merrick's  room  was  so  large  that 
it  was  necessary  to  employ  another  teacher  during  the  fall  term, 
and  the  fitting  up  of  a  room,  formerly  used  for  a  cloak  room  by  the 
children,  for  the  use  of  the  teacher.  The  room  has  been  as  well 
fitted  up  as  it  was  possible  under  the  circumstances,  and  has  ans 
wered  its  purposes  fairly  well,  and  the  work  in  that  room  has  been 
much  more  satisfactory  since  the  changes  there  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Montgomery's  room  is  very  much  overcrowded,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  do  good  and  thorough  work  in  that  grade  under  the 
present  conditions.  A  larger  amount  of  work  has  been  done  during 
the  past  year  in  language  and  history  than  heretofore,  and  less  in 
book-keeping,  and  other  studies  have  been  taken  up  more  thoroughly 
as  a  consequence  of  reducing  the  amount  of  woi'k  in  the  commercial 
line.  It  is  hoped  that  pupils  will  prove  the  wisdom  of  this  course 
when  entering  upon  the  high  school  work. 

Several  works  of  reference  have  been  added  to  the  grammar 
school  libraries  during  the  past  year,  and  have  been  used  with 
profit  to  the  pupils  and  teachers. 

The  suggestion  of  a  general  review  of  geography,  made  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  last  year,  has  not  yet  been  adopted,  or  the 
study  taken  up  in  the  grammar  school.  Your  committee  suggest 
that  it  will  be  well  to  make  this  addition  to  the  grammar  school 
work  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades  during  the  coming  term.  If 
the  courses  of  study  in  all  our  schools  should  be  changed  along  the 
lines  suggested  in  the  report  of  this  committee  last  year,  and  the 
supervision  of  the  schools  of  this  city  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  com- 
petent superintendent,  we  feel  that  in  no  school  in  the  city  would 
the  work  show  to  better  advantage  or  with  greater  benefit  than  in 
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the  grammar  school.  The  most  progressive  teachers  and  educators 
are  now  giving  their  attention  to  grammar  school  work,  with  the 
result  of  more  thorough  and  wider  range  of  teaching  in  the  gram- 
mar schools,  and  here  the  work  of  the  superintendent  will  tell  as 
in  no  other  school.  The  pupils  in  the  grammar  school  have  ar- 
rived at  an  age  where  they  begin  to  understand  the  value  of  study, 
to  comprehend  the  principles  elucidated,  and  can  intelligently  lay 
the  foundation  for  a  good  and  thorough  education.  With  such  a 
large  percentage  of  pupils  in  our  public  schools  going  no  farther 
than  the  grammar  school  course,  it  seems  that  the  claims  of  lead, 
ing  educators  that  in  the  grammar  school  the  most  thorough  work 
should  be  done,  are  well  founded. 

We  believe  that  the  most  important  work  of  the  school  board  lies 
in  the  direction  of  visiting  schools  in  the  absence  of  a  superintend- 
ent, watching  the  work  of  teacher  and  pupil  and  making  sugges- 
tions. Owing  to  lack  of  time  your  committee  have  found  but  very 
little  opportunity  to  devote  to  this  work,  but  its  necessity  exists  none 
the  less. 

Your  committee  also  suggest,  that,  even  if  the  work  of  the 
schools  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  competent  superin- 
tendent, and  the  courses  of  study  should  be  thoroughly  and  intel- 
ligently revised,  with  the  present  arrangement  of  the  grammar 
schools  in  different  buildings  in  the  city,  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  get  the  best  results.  Until  a  grammar  school  building  ade- 
quate to  the  needs  of  our  grammar  schools  is  erected,  and  the  whole 
work  of  the  grammar  school  done  in  one  building,  under  the  charge 
of  a  grammar  school  master,  the  work  will  be  spasmodic  and  lack- 
ing in  uniformity,  and  in  this  respect  as  well  as  in  all  others  will  be 
far  below  the  standard. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  F.  Russell, 
W.  E.  Pierce, 
Mark  A.  Kearns, 
Committee  for  Grammar  Schools. 


164 

REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  FOR  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 


SoMERSWOBTH,  N.  H.,  February  15,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth,  N.  H.  : 

Gentlemen  : — Your  committee  are  able  to  report  that  the  work 
of  arranging  one  grade  in  each  of  the  rooms  in  the  Orange  and 
Union  street  buildings  is  practically  completed,  but  it  will  always 
be  necessary  for  more  or  less  sub-division  of  schools  into  the  classes, 
such  classification  being  made  upon  the  lines  of  individual  ability 
of  pupils,  but  as  at  present  arranged,  at  the  close  of  the  year  all 
the  pupils  in  each  school  are  prepared  to  be  advanced  unless  dis- 
qualified by  natural  incapacity,  lack  of  attention,  irregular  atten- 
dance, or  of  misuse  of  opportunities  afforded  them  for  advance- 
ment. 

Some  changes  and  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  course 
of  reading  in  use  in  the  schools  by  the  introduction  of  reading- 
books  of  superior  merit.  Your  committee  feel  that  in  order  to  cul- 
tivate a  taste  for  reading,  the  selection  of  text-books  used  for  this 
purpose  should  be  made  from  our  best  authors,  care  being  exercised 
that  the  subject  matter  be  within  the  comprehension  of  the  grade 
in  which  the  book  is  used ;  also  that  the  work  be  made  so  interest- 
ing that  pupils  shall  be  attracted  to  it.  To  this  end  it  seems  desir- 
able that  the  reading  be  made  so  easy  as  to  be  readily  accomplished 
by  the  pupUs,  and  that  a  larger  number  of  good  books  be  read  by 
each  class.  In  this  way  reading  will  assume  such  an  attractive 
aspect  that  pupils,  even  after  leaving  school,  will  find  pleasure  in 
the  use  of  good  books,  and  thus  raise  the  standard  of  intelligence 
of  the  community. 

We  think  an  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  work  in  geogra- 
phy in  most  of  the  gi'ades,  by  reason  of  the  use  of  a  new  text-book. 
We  consider,  however,  that  the  larger  geography  is  too  hard  for 
pupils  of  the  ages  found  in  our  fifth  and  sixth  grades,  and  your 
committee  is  endeavoring  to  make  such  correction  in  the  course  in 
these  grades  as  shall  result  in  enabling  teachers  to  overcome  some 
of  the  obstacles  presented  in  the  text-book. 

We  are  about  to  introduce  some  new  spelling-books  which  we 
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believe    will    produce    more    systematic    and    even    work    in    this 
branch. 

The  course  in  arithmetic  is  subject  to  the  same  criticisms  we 
made  last  year,  and  we  await,  with  great  interest,  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  revision  of  the  course  of  study, 
hoping  that  they  may  see  fit  to  recommend  radical  changes  in  this 
branch.  In  the  schools  directly  under  our  charge  we  should  be 
glad  to  reduce  the  number  of  subjects  required  in  arithmetic,  and 
thus  place  the  teachers  in  a  position  to  secure  more  thorough  work 
in  the  fundamental  principles. 

We  have  continued  during  the  year  the  sale  of  books,  at  cost,  to 
pupils  whose  parents  or  guardians  desired  to  have  them  use  new 
books  instead  of  those  coming  to  them  from  the  hands  of  other 
pupils.  We  also  have  sold,  at  the  same  terms,  some  books  to  be 
used  at  home  in  cases  where  parents  have  desired  it.  Some  new 
reference  books  have  been  placed  in  the  libraries  of  the  primary 
schools,  and  their  value  is  seen  in  the  increased  interest  in  the  sub- 
jects of  which  they  specially  treat  This  accumulation  of  books  in 
the  school  libraries  of  the  various  grades  seems  to  us  helpful  both 
to  teachers  and  pupils,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  the  plan 
extended  as  rapidly  as  may  be  possible. 

In  our  first  grade  school  we  have  this  year  met  with  much 
trouble  on  account  of  the  shifting  character  of  the  attendance, 
many  pupils  having  come  for  a  few  weeks  only,  and  many  applica- 
tions having  been  received  to  take  children  who  would  seem,  judg- 
ing by  their  appearance,  to  be  below  the  school  age.  This  is  a  sub- 
ject requiring  careful  attention,  and  one  of  great  importance  to 
teachers  of  first  grade  schools. 

The  Kindergarten  methods  used  in  the  lower  grades  have  met 
with  good  success,  and  we  have  varied  and  extended  them  to  some 
extent.  The  teacher  of  drawing  reports  that  the  work  along  this 
line  exerts  a  noticeable  influence  upon  the  work  in  drawing,  saying 
that  "  Neatness,  delicacy  of  handling,  accuracy,  taste  in  combining 
colors,  and  knowledge  of  geometrical  forms  are  all  increased." 

We  feel  that  many  of  the  seats  in  our  primary  schools  are  of 
improper  form,  and  that,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  they  should  be 
changed  for  others  which  embody  hygienic  principles,  and  vrill  con- 
duce to  more  healtliful  positions  on  the  part  of  pupils.  We  con- 
sider this  a  matter  of  vital  importance,  which  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  board  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
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In  our  endeavors  to  provide  modern  appliances  and  introduce 
modern  methods  into  the  primary  schools,  we  encounter  difficulties 
which  your  committee  feel  cannot  be  overcome  except  by  the 
employment  of  a  superintendent  of  schools. 

While  our  course  of  study  is  excellent  in  many  ways,  the  time 
has  come  for  its  careful  revision.  It  is  practically  impossible  for 
any  person,  unacquainted  with  modern  methods,  to  perform  this 
duty,  and  it  is  equally  impossible  for  anyone  to  lay  down  a  course 
for  the  public  schools  of  this  city  unless  he  shall  be  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  special  problems  to  be  solved  in  connection 
with  school  work  in  this  particular  community. 

Under  the  present  system  no  member  of  the  school  board  can 
give  all  the  time  and  attention  that  this  subject  demands ;  more- 
over, after  a  course  of  study  has  been  arranged,  its  value  to  the 
schools  depends  largely  upon  the  care  with  which  its  provisions  are 
enforced.  The  various  schools  must  be  brought  to  a  careful 
observance  of  each  requirement  from  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year  to  the  end,  and  the  work  must  be  kept  uniform  in  different 
schools  of  the  same  grade.  This  will  require  the  services  of  some 
one  person,  who  shall  at  all  times  be  conversant  with  the  work  of 
every  school  in  the  city.  We  doubt  if  it  is  possible  ever  to  accom- 
plish what  is  to  be  desired  in  this  matter  except  by  the  employ- 
ment of  a  superintendent,  and  trust  that  the  board  may  see  fit  to 
ask  for  an  appropriation  of  money  for  this  purpose. 

State  Superintendent  Gowing  is  endeavoring,  by  the  presentation 
of  attractive,  thorough  courses  at  the  summer  school  held  annually 
at  Plymouth,  to  raise  the  standard  of  attainment  among  the  teach- 
ers of  the  state.  Several  of  our  teachers  have  attended  these  ses- 
sions with  profit,  and  we  note  the  good  effects  in  the  schools  under 
their  charge. 

The  teachers  have   assisted  the   committee   during  the  year  in 

many  ways,  and  have  been  responsive  to  suggestions   made  from 

time    to   time,  for  all  of    which    your  committee   desire    to  make 

special  acknowledgment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Richard  W.  Shapleigh, 
Henry  H.  Wentworth, 
E.  Bertram  White, 

Committee  on  Prhnai'y  Schools. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   UNGRADED  SCHOOLS. 


SoMERSWORTH,  N.  H.,  February  15,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth,  N.  H.  : 

Gextlemen  : — Three  ungraded  schools  have  been  maintained  in 
the  city  during  the  past  year.  One  of  these,  the  Blackwater  school, 
is  not  at  present  in  session. 

The  Woodvale  school  has  had  a  small  increase  in  attendance 
this  year,  owing  to  an  increase  of  business  at  the  woollen  mill  in 
that  district.  The  work  in  this  school  has  been  excellent,  and  the 
teacher  is  worthy  of  commendation  for  the  quality  of  her  instruction. 

The  Prospect-street  school  began  the  year  with  three  classes,  but 
being  somewhat  over-crowded,  the  third  grade  pupils  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  third  grade  school  in  the  Orange-street  building.  Since 
that  time  there  have  been  but  two  classes  in  this  school.  The  work 
has  been  good,  and  the  attendance  quite  regular  during  the  year. 

At  the  Blackwater  school,  your  committee  advised  the  keeping  of 
fall  and  spring  terms  only;  the  board  accepted  the  recommendation, 
and  therefore  the  school  is  now  closed.  The  children  there  are  so 
small  that  they  cannot  get  out  during  the  deep  snows  and  bad  trav- 
elling of  winter  and  early  spring.  The  attendance  at  this  school 
during  the  fall  term  was  somewhat  more  regular  than  last  year,  but 
much  is  still  to  be  desired  in  this  particular.  The  transportation  of 
children  from  this  district  to  the  larger  school  buildings,  is  ren- 
dered impossible,  owing  to  their  youth  and  the  fact  that  they  are 
scattered  over  a  wide  area. 

The  work  in  the  ungraded  schools,  as  a  whole,  has  been  satisfac- 
tory, and  the  grading  of  schools  has  been  well  maintained  during 
the  year.  These  schools  always  labor  under  the  disadvantage  of  a 
large  number  of  classes,  and  the  consequent  division  of  time  availa- 
ble for  recitations. 

Respectfidly  submitted, 

S.  C.  HORNE, 

Mark  A.  Kearns, 
E.  Bertram  White, 
Committee  on  Ungraded  Schools. 
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REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE   ON  EVENING  SCHOOLS. 


SoMERSWORTH,  N.  H.,  February  15,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth,  N.  H.  : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  sub-committee  for  the  evening  schools 
respectfully  submits  the  following  report : 

In  November,  1895,  we  received  a  number  of  communica- 
tions from  persons  desirous  of  attending  an  evening  school, 
and  after  careful  consideration  decided  to  hold  a  public  meet- 
ing to  get  an  expression  from  those  desirous  of  attending  such 
a  school.  A  meeting  was  accordingly  held  in  the  Orange  street 
school  building,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  persons  sig- 
nified their  intention  to  attend  such  a  school  if  it  should  be  es- 
tablished. 

At  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  school  board  we  recom- 
mended that  an  evening  school  be  opened,  as  it  was  a  necessit}' 
and  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  public.  The  school  board  unani- 
mously voted  to  open  the  school,  and,  as  there  was  no  appro- 
priation for  such  purpose,  a  resolution  was  sent  to  the  city 
councils  asking  for  a  special  appropriation  of  six  hundred  dol- 
lars ($600)  for  the  maintenance  of  the  school.  This  sum  was 
granted,  and  suitable  rooms  were  procured  in  the  upper  floor  of 
the  Bates  building  on  Market  street.  The  school  was  opened 
Tuesday  evening,  January  21,  with  an  attendance  of  152  schol- 
ars, their  ages  being  from  sixteen  to  forty  years.  The  average 
attendance  up  to  the  present  time  has  been  120. 

The  school  consists  of  three  large  rooms,  and  is  divided  into 
three  grades,  which  are  under  the  charge  of  »J.  D.  Montgomery, 
principal  of  the  grammar  school,  assisted  by  Edwin  C.  Locke  of 
this  city,  a  graduate  of  the  Somersworth  High  school  last  June, 
and  William  D.  Freeman  of  Berwick,  Maine,  who  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city  and  at  the  Exeter 
academy.  Both  are  bright  young  men,  and  under  their  able 
principal  are  doing  efficient  work. 

The    school    is    open    four   evenings    each    week :  Tuesday, 
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"Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  ;  the  sessions  are  held  from 
7  until  9  o'clock. 

It  was  the  committee's  desire  to  make  the  term  twelve  weeks, 
but,  owing  to  lateness  in  commencing,  we  have  decided  to  con- 
tinue the  school  until  March  27,  making  a  ten-week  term. 

The  school  has  been  a  very  prosperous  and  beneficial  one, 
and  we  urgently  recommend  that  it  be  a  permanent  one  if  the 
interest  continues. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mark    A.    Kearns, 

S.    C.    HORNE, 

Geo.  F.  Hill, 

Committee  on  Evening  Schools. 


REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE   ON  TRUANCY. 


SoMERS WORTH,  N.  H.,  February  15,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth,  N.  H.  : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  sub-committee  on  truancy  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report : 

Last  year  the  duties  of  truant  officer  were  combined  with  that 
of  city  marshal.  Finding  that  the  work  was  not  pushed  with  as 
much  vigor  and  persistence  as  necessary,  on  account  of  the  lim- 
ited time  available  for  such  work,  your  committee,  at  the  regu- 
lar monthly  meeting  held  in  April,  recommended  that  some  com- 
petent person,  other  than  the  city  marshal,  be  elected  truant 
officer  and  paid  a  fair  salary.  James  F.  Peavey  was  elected  to 
the  office  at  a  salary  of  three  dollars  ($3.00)  per  week,  and  has 
proved  efficient.  We  found  that  the  old  method  of  looking  after 
truants  was  troublesome  and  annoying.  We  have,  therefore,  had 
call-boxes  placed  in  the  high.  Orange  street,  and  Union  street 
school  buildings.  The  duties  of  the  truant  officer  now  require 
him  to  make  two  calls  daily  at  each  box,  one  at  9  a.  m.  and  one 
at  2  p.  m.     This  change  has  proved  highly  satisfactory. 

The  attendance  upon  the  schools  during  the  year  has  been 
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very  good,  and  we  note  the  following  reasons :     First,  sickness 
has  not  been  very  prevalent  among  the  scholars  ;  second,  the 
duties  of  truant  officer  have  been  more  promptly  attended  to. 
We  append  the  full  report  of  the  truant  officer. 


SoMERSwoRTH,  N.  H.,  February  12,  1896. 

To  the  Committee  on  Truancy  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  herewith   submit  the  following  report,  from 
April  22,  1895,  to  February  1,  1896  : 

Complaints  from  teachers,  179 

From  other  sources,  68 

Whole  number  of  complaints,  247 

Placed  in  school,  119 

Visits  to  families,  146 

Visits  to  schools,  348 

Visits  to  manufactories,  24 

Found  working  illegally,  14 

Number  of  arrests,  8 

(Signed)         James  F.  Peavey, 

Truant  Officer. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  H.  Wentworth, 
Mark  A.  Kearns, 
E.  Bertram  White, 

Committee  on  Truancy. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF  SCHOOL  BOARD. 


SoMERSWORTH,  N.  H.,  February  15,  1896. 

To  the  Chairruan  and  Members  of  the  School  Board  of  the  City 
of  Somersworth.,  N.  H. : 

Gentlemen  :  The  secretary  of  the  school  board  herewith  pre- 
sents his  financial  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  15, 
1896. 

During  the  past  year  the  plan  of  collections  by  the  teachers, 
from  the  pupils  in  their  charge,  for  tuition,  breakage,  loss  or 
misuse  of  books,  and  for  sums  due  in  payment  for  supplies  fur- 
nished from  the  city  storeroom,  has  been  continued.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  past  three  years  has  proved  this  to  be  the  most 
effective  method  of  making  these  collections,  because  the  sums 
are  small  and  the  pupils  scattered  through  a  large  number  of 
schools,  thus  rendering  it  practically  impossible  for  any  one  per- 
son to  do  the  work  unassisted. 

Tuition  bills  have  been  furnished  in  the  usual  form  by  the 
secretary  to  the  teachers  of  schools  attended  by  pupils  residing 
outside  the  city  limits.  No  changes  have  been  made  during  this 
year  in  the  rates  for  tuition,  and  tuition  pupils  are  upon  the 
same  basis  as  residents  of  the  city  so  far  as  the  furnishing  of 
books  and  supplies  is  concerned.  Owing  to  the  graduation  of 
some  non-resident  pupils  from  the  high  school,  the  collections 
for  tuition  have  decreased  nearly  one  third  this  year. 

All  moneys  received  by  the  secretary  during  the  fiscal  year 
just  closing,  except  the  income  from  the  Chandler  fund,  have 
been  turned  over  to  the  city  treasurer,  and  a  receipt  taken  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinances  of  the  city.  Accompanying  this 
report  is  a  detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
the  fiscal  year  just  ended.  The  finance  and  claims  committee,  as 
required  by  the  rules  of  the  board,  have  approved  all  bills  paid 
by  the  secretary. 

CHANDLER    FUND. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report  there  was  on  hand  $55,  that 
being  the  income  of  the  Chandler  fund  from  its  foundation  to 
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January  1,  1895,  which  sum  had  been  paid  over  by  the  city 
treasurer  to  the  secretary  of  the  school  board.  The  income  of 
the  same  fund  for  the  year  1895  was  $35.11.  This  amount  was 
received  from  the  city  treasurer,  February  7,  1896,  making  total 
receipts  to  date  f90.11.  Of  this  money  $55  has  been  ex- 
pended, in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  board  at  its  meeting  of 
October  16,  1895,  for  the  purchase  of  two  sets  of  "  Larned's 
Ready  Reference  History;"  leaving  amount  on  hand,  $35.11. 
The  histories  purchased  were  placed  in  the  high  and  grammar 
schools,  both  of  which  schools  were  included  in  old  "  School 
District  No.  3,"  of  the  town  of  Somersworth,  the  board  thus 
complying  with  the  terms  of  bequest  of  the  donor  of  the  fund. 

The  accounts  of  the  secretary,  including  the  Chandler  fund, 
have  been  audited  by  the  city  auditors,  and  their  certificate  will 
be  found  appended  to  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Richard  W.  Shapleigh, 

Secretary  of  the  School  Board. 


SUMMARY    OF    CASH    RECEIVED. 

From  sale  of  old  seats,  $25.00 

sale  of  Orange-street  outhouses,         5.00 
sale  of  books,  supplies,  and  break- 
age, 67.38 
tuition,  51.00 

$148.38 

Miss  Belle  Quimby,  cash,  48.00 

city  treasurer,  for  cash  paid  out,  18.79 


115.17 


SUMMARY    OF    CASH    PAID. 

To  amount  paid  for  postage,  telegrams, 

etc.,  $18.79 

To   amount   paid    Miss    Belle    Quimby, 

act.  salary,  48.00 

To  amount  paid  city  treasurer,  for  books, 

supplies,  breakage,  etc.,  $97.38 

To  amount  paid  city  treasurer,   for  tui- 
tion received,  51.00 

148.38 


$215.17 


ns 


City  of  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  February  11,  1896. 

This  certifies  that  we  have  this  day  examined  the  within  ac- 
count of  the  secretary  of  the  school  board  of  the  said  city, 
showing  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  that  we  have  found  the 
expenditures  properly  vouched  for  and  the  footings  correct. 
Also  that  we  have  found  the  expenditure  of  fifty-five  dollars  of 
income  from  the  Chandler  fund  properly  vouched  for. 

(Signed)         H.    Ansel   Hayes, 
C.  F.  Blake, 
Auditors  for  the  City  of  Somersworth. 


VITAL    STATISTICS 


YEAR  ENDING   DECEMBER  81,   1895. 
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